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Directions:  The Outsiders is required reading for all Form I students.  Choose three additional titles from 

at least two different genres on the list.  

 

All-Form Book 

 

Hinton, S.E. 

The Outsiders ISBN 978-0142407332 

The struggle of three brothers to stay together after their parents’ death and their quest for identity 

among the conflicting values of their adolescent society. 

 

 

Hot Off the Press!  New Books 

 
Bowling, Dusti 

Twenty-Four Hours in Nowhere 
Thirteen-year-old Gus, having been saved from the bullying of Bo Taylor by Rossi Scott who 

agreed to trade her dirt bike in exchange for Gus being left alone, agrees to go into Dead Frenchman 

Mine with Rossi and two other kids to find a piece of gold to buy the bike back; and, while on their 

adventure, the four bond over how hard life is in their small town of Nowhere, Arizona. 

 

Condie, Ally 

The Last Voyage of Poe Blythe 

Poe has vowed to annihilate the river raiders who robbed her of everything two years ago. But as 

she navigates the treacherous waters of the Serpentine and realizes there might be a traitor among 

her crew, she must also reckon with who she has become, who she wants to be, and the ways love 

can change and shape you. Even--and especially--when you think all is lost. 

 

Hiaasen, Carl 

Squirm 

This summer, Billy will fly across the country, hike a mountain, float a river, dodge a grizzly bear, 

shoot down a spy drone, save a neighbor's cat, save an endangered panther, and then try to save his 

own father. 

 

Hiranandani, Veera 

The Night Diary 

Half-Muslim, half-Hindu twelve-year-old Nisha doesn't know where she belongs, or what her 

country is anymore. When Papa decides it's too dangerous to stay in what is now Pakistan, Nisha 

and her family become refugees and embark first by train but later on foot to reach her new home. 

The journey is long, difficult, and dangerous, and after losing her mother as a baby, Nisha can't 

imagine losing her homeland, too. But even if her country has been ripped apart, Nisha still believes 

in the possibility of putting herself back together. 
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Classics 

 
Asimov, Isaac 

Foundation 

For twelve thousand years the Galactic Empire has ruled supreme. Now it is dying. Only Hari 

Seldon, creator of the revolutionary science of psychohistory, can see into the future--a dark age of 

ignorance, barbarism, and warfare that will last thirty thousand years. To preserve knowledge and 

save humanity, Seldon gathers the best minds in the Empire--both scientists and scholars--and 

brings them to a bleak planet at the edge of the galaxy to serve as a beacon of hope for future 

generations. He calls this sanctuary the Foundation. 

 

Dickens, Charles 

Oliver Twist 

Orphaned at birth and abandoned to the hardships of the workhouse, Oliver Twist lives a grueling 

life of poverty. Desperate to escape his heartless tormenters, he runs away to start a better life in 

London but, once there, he is befriended by a young pickpocket known as the Artful Dodger, who 

introduces him to Fagin and his gang of thieves.  

 

Hunt, Irene 

Across Five Aprils 

In 1861, America is on the cusp of war, and young Jethro Creighton is just nine-years-old. His 

brother, Tom, and his cousin, Eb, are both of fighting age. As Jethro's family is pulled into the 

conflict between the North and the South, loyalties are divided, dreams are threatened, and their 

bonds are put to the test in this heart-wrenching, coming of age story.  

 

Jones, Diana Wynne 

Howl’s Moving Castle 

Sophie has the great misfortune of being the eldest of three daughters, destined to fail miserably 

should she ever leave home to seek her fate. But when she unwittingly attracts the ire of the Witch 

of the Waste, Sophie finds herself under a horrid spell that transforms her into an old lady.  

 

Speare, Elizabeth George 

The Witch of Blackbird Pond 

In 1687 in Connecticut, Kit Tyler, feeling out of place in the Puritan household of her aunt, 

befriends an old woman considered a witch by the community and suddenly finds herself standing 

trial for witchcraft. 

 

Stevenson, Robert Louis 

Treasure Island 

Captain Billy Bones arrives at an innkeeper's lodge and tells young Jim Hawkins to keep a weather 

eye open for a one-legged seafaring man. But after several nefarious fellows show up, Jim is left 

with the map to buried treasure.  
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Science Fiction 

 
Card, Orson Scott 

Ender’s Game or any in the series 

Young Ender Wiggin may prove to be the military genius Earth needs to fight a desperate battle 

against a deadly alien race that will determine the future of the human race.  

 

Charbonneau, Joelle 

The Testing  or any in the series 

Sixteen-year-old Malencia (Cia) Vale is chosen to participate in The Testing to attend the 

University; however, Cia is fearful when she figures out her friends who do not pass The Testing 

are disappearing. 

 

Farmer, Nancy 

House of the Scorpion 

 In a future where humans despise clones, Matt enjoys special status as the young clone of El 

Patron, the one hundred forty-two-year-old leader of a corrupt drug empire nestled between Mexico 

and the United States. 

 

Holyoke, Polly 

The Neptune Project or the sequel 

A group of kids who have been genetically altered to survive in the ocean must embark on a 

dangerous underwater journey to find refuge--and maybe even a way to save the world. 

 

Lu, Marie 

Legend (or sequels) 

In a dark future, when North America has split into two warring nations, fifteen-year-olds Day, a 

famous criminal, and prodigy June, the brilliant soldier hired to capture him, discover that they have 

a common enemy. 

 

Westerfield, Scott 

Uglies or any in the series 

Tally is faced with a difficult choice when her new friend Shay decides to risk life on the outside 

rather than submit to the forced operation that turns sixteen-year-old girls into gorgeous beauties, 

and realizes that there is a whole new side to the pretty world that she does not like. 

 
 

 

Historical Fiction 

 
Dumas, Fioozeh 

It Ain’t So Awful, Falafel 

Eleven-year-old Zomorod, originally from Iran, tells her story of growing up Iranian in Southern 

California during the Iranian Revolution and hostage crisis of the late 1970s. 

 

Gidwitz, Adam 

The Inquisitor’s Tale 

Crossing paths at an inn, thirteenth-century travelers impart the tales of a monastery oblate, a Jewish 

refugee, and a psychic peasant girl with a loyal greyhound, the three of whom join forces on a chase 

through France to escape persecution. 
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Hilton, Marilyn 

Full Cicada Moon 

It's 1969, and the Apollo 11 mission is getting ready to go to the moon. But for half-black, half-

Japanese Mimi, moving to a predominantly white Vermont town is enough to make her feel alien. 

Suddenly, Mimi's appearance is all anyone notices. She struggles to fit in with her classmates, even 

as she fights for her right to stand out. 

 

Hoffman, Alice 

Incantation 

Estrella deMadrigal thought she knew herself: daughter, granddaughter, sister, dearest friend, 

beloved. She is Star in the Night Sky, Truth in the Darkness. But truth is rare and precious in this 

cruel and unforgiving century in Spain, when Jews who refused conversion to Christianity risked 

everything - love, life, family, faith. Then: A startling discovery shakes Estrella's world to the core. 

 

Rhodes, Jewell Parker 

Ghost Boys 

Twelve-year-old Jerome is shot by a police officer who mistakes his toy gun for a real threat. As a 

ghost, he observes the devastation that's been unleashed on his family and community in the wake 

of what they see as an unjust and brutal killing. 

 

Woodson, Jacqueline 

Feathers 

When a new, white student nicknamed "The Jesus Boy" joins her sixth grade class in the winter of 

1971, Frannie's growing friendship with him makes her start to see some things in a new light. 

 

 

Fantasy 

 
Chainani, Soman 

The School for Good & Evil or any in the series 

Best friends Sophie (princess wannabe) and Agatha (witchy loner) are headed (via kidnapping) to 

the School for Good and Evil, but their assumed destinies are reversed. 

 

Crichton, Michael 

Jurassic Park 

An astonishing technique for recovering and cloning dinosaur DNA has been discovered. Now 

humankind's most thrilling fantasies have come true. Creatures extinct for eons roam Jurassic Park 

with their awesome presence and profound mystery, and all the world can visit them--for a price. 

Until something goes wrong. . . .  

 

Fforde, Jasper 

The Last Dragonslayer 

Fifteen-year-old Jennifer Strange runs an agency for underemployed magicians in a world where 

magic is fading away, but when visions of the death of the world's last dragon begin, all signs point 

to Jennifer--and Big Magic 
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Forde, Patricia 

The List 

Letta, charged with collecting and saving words, uncovers a sinister plan to suppress language, 

robbing the people of Ark of the power of speech, and realizes she must also save the culture, itself. 

 

Maguire, Gregory 

Egg and Spoon 

Impoverished Russian country girl Elena Rudina and the aristocratic Ekatrina meet and set in 

motion an escapade that includes mistaken identity, a monk locked in a tower, a prince traveling 

incognito, and the witch Baba Yaga. 

 

Sanderson, Brandon 

The Rithmatist 

As Wild Chalklings threaten the American Isles and Rithmatists are humanity's only defense, Joel 

can only watch as Rithmatist students learn the magical art that he would do anything to practice. 

 

 

Mystery/Adventure 

 
Christie, Agatha 

And Then There Were None 

Ten people, each with something to hide and something to fear, are invited to a lonely mansion on 

Indian Island by a host who, surprisingly, fails to appear. One by one, the guests share the darkest 

secrets of their wicked pasts. And one by one, they die… 

 

Feinstein, John 

Rush for the Gold 

Two teenaged aspiring journalists who are dating solve a mystery at the 2012 Olympic Games, 

while one simultaneously competes for a gold medal in swimming. 

 

Horowitz, Anthony 

Alex Rider (or any sequel) 

They said his uncle Ian died in a car accident. But Alex Rider knows that's a lie, and the bullet 

holes in the windshield prove it. Yet he never suspected the truth: his uncle was really a spy for 

Britain's top secret intelligence agency. And now Alex has been recruited to find his uncle's killers. 

 

Lee. Y.S. 

A Spy in the House 

Rescued from the gallows in 1850s London, young orphan and thief Mary Quinn is offered a place 

at Miss Scrimshaw's Academy for Girls where she is trained to be part of an all-female 

investigative unit called The Agency and, at age seventeen, she infiltrates a rich merchant's home 

in hopes of tracing his missing cargo ships. 

 

Patterson, James 

Maximum Ride (or any sequel) 

Maximum Ride and her "flock" -- Fang, Iggy, Nudge, Gasman and Angel -- are just like ordinary 

kids, only they have wings and can fly. It may seem like a dream come true to some, but their lives 

can morph into a living nightmare at any time. 
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Schwab, Victoria 

City of Ghosts 

Ever since Cass almost drowned (okay, she did drown, but she doesn't like to think about it), she 

can pull back the Veil that separates the living from the dead . . . and enter the world of spirits. Her 

best friend is even a ghost. 

 

General Fiction 

 
Alexander, Kwame 

Crossover (or the sequel) 

Fourteen-year-old twin basketball stars Josh and Jordan wrestle with highs and lows on and off the 

court as their father ignores his declining health. 

 

Anderson, John David 

Posted 

A group of middle school students decide to begin leaving sticky notes for each other after cell 

phones are banned, but soon the kids in school are leaving cutting and cruel notes, and nothing will 

ever be the same. 

 

Gratz, Alan 

Refugee 

Although separated by continents and decades, Josef, a Jewish boy livng in 1930s Nazi Germany; 

Isabel, a Cuban girl trying to escape the riots and unrest plaguing her country in 1994; and 

Mahmoud, a Syrian boy in 2015 whose homeland is torn apart by violence and destruction, embark 

on harrowing journeys in search of refuge, discovering shocking connections that tie their stories 

together.                                                                         --Provided by publisher. 

 

Schrefer, Eliot 

Endangered 

A girl, having travelled with her mother to an animal sanctuary for bonobos in the Congo, struggles 

to survive with the animals after revolution breaks out and she and the chimpanzees are forced to 

flee into the jungle. 

 

Smith, Roland 

Peak (or sequel) 

A fourteen-year-old boy attempts to be the youngest person to reach the top of Mount Everest.  

 

Stead, Rebecca 

When You Reach Me 

As her mother prepares to be a contestant on the 1980s television game show, "The $20,000 

Pyramid," a twelve-year-old New York City girl tries to make sense of a series of mysterious notes 

received from an anonymous source that seems to defy the laws of time and space. 
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Nonfiction/Memoir 

 
Bolden, Tonya 

Facing Frederick: The Life of Frederick Douglass, a Monumental American Man 

Frederick Douglass (1818-1895) is best known for the telling of his own emancipation. But there is 

much more to Douglass's story than his time spent enslaved and his famous autobiography. 

Statesman, suffragist, writer, and newspaperman, this book focuses on Douglass the man rather than 

the historical icon. 

 

Fleming, Candace 

Amelia Lost: The Life and Disappearance of Amelia Earhart 

Traces the life of female aviator Amelia Earhart from her childhood to her final flight, discusses the 

extensive search for her and her missing plane, and includes photographs, maps, handwritten notes 

by Amelia, and sidebars. 

 

Kelly, Scott 

Endurance: My Year in Space and How I Got There (Young Reader’s Edition) 

Discover what it's like to spend a year in space in this awe-inspiring memoir from a real-life NASA 

astronaut who did just that! Prepare to blast off with astronaut Scott Kelly as he takes readers on a 

journey through his year aboard the International Space Station and his life prior to becoming a true 

American hero. 

 

Kilmeade, Brian and Don Yaeger 

George Washington’s Secret Six: The Spy Ring That Saved the American Revolution 

Portrays the intelligence agents known as George Washington's secret six, who were recruited by 

George Washington to gather information secretly and thus contributed significantly to the general's 

successes in the Revolutionary War. 

 

Sheinkin, Steve 

Undefeated: Jim Thorpe and the Carlisle Indian School Football Team 

An unflinching look at the U.S. government’s violent persecution of Native Americans and the 

school that was designed to erase Indian cultures. Expertly told by three-time National Book Award 

finalist Steve Sheinkin, it’s the story of a group of young men who came together at that school, the 

overwhelming obstacles they faced both on and off the field, and their absolute refusal to accept 

defeat. 

– from Amazon.com 

 

Swanson, James 

Chasing Lincoln’s Killer: The Search for John Wilkes Booth 

Recounts the twelve-day pursuit and capture of John Wilkes Booth, covering the chase through 

Washington D.C., Maryland, and Virginia, with a discussion of Abraham Lincoln as a father, 

husband, and friend that examines the impact of his death on those close to him. 
 

 

All annotations courtesy of Follett Library Resources or as otherwise noted 

 


