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June,2019
Dear Parents,
Here is your child's summer reading list and journal, This letter, the sununer reading list,
and the journal are also available as a PDF on teacher pages and at
shadysideacademy.org/summer reading.
r

All children should choose and read at least three books f om the rising third grade
summer reading list. When rising third graders finish reading a book, they must draw
and write a thoughtful journal response talking about their book's "star" or main
character and how that character responded to one or more problems in the book. They
are to complete one response for each book read. A sample with teacher hints for what
makes a good journal response is included in your child's journal. Your child is more
than welcome to complete more than the required three responses!
Ideally, students would pace themselves and complete one book and journal activity per
month. Children should turn in their completed journals to their homeroom teacher in
August when they return to school. We hope your children enjoy reading and writing this
summer!
Sincerely,
The Third Grade Teachers

Junior School

Summer Reading
2019

Philosophy: Shady Side Academy is a community of readers, and summer reading is an extension
of our curriculum. All students are expected and encouraged to read throughout the summer
primarily for enjoyment. Reading as a leisure activity is the best predictor of comprehension,
vocabulary, and reading speed.
Required Summer Reading: Each SSA student should choose three books from their grade

level list. Each book will require a thoughtful journal response specific to your child’s rising grade.
(See grade booklets for sample responses). Each journal responses must be from a different title
and/or series.

Grade Three Reading Choices*

Students should choose to read at least three books from those listed below.
Third Grade Angels by Jerry Spinelli

Lulu and the Dog from the Sea Series by Hilary McKay

Frindle by Andrew Clements
Crenshaw by K.A. Applegate

Baseball Card Adventures (any in series) by Dan Gutman
Brixton Brothers (any in series) by Mac Barnett

Franklin School Friends (any in series) by Claudia Mills
Field Trip Mysteries (any in series) by Steve Brezenoff
Wixed Nix by Lena Coakly

Heroes in Training (any in series) by Various Authors
Saving Winslow by Sharon Creech

Dog Days: The Carver Chronicles by Karen English
Wish by Barbara O’Connor

A Dragons Guide to the Care & Feeding of Humans by Lawrence Yep

National Geographic Readers Biographies (Levels 2,3 or 4) by Various Authors

Who/What Was? Books: A Series of Nonfiction Books for Kids by Various Authors
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