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Cangiano



DEAR SHADY SIDE ACADEMY 
COMMUNITY:

As we hunker down for the long, cold, 

decisively gray Pittsburgh winter, it 

seems a good time to reflect on my first 

half-year as president of Shady Side 

Academy. It takes some time, obviously, 

to develop a deep understanding of 

a complex school like Shady Side. 

I’m happy to report that, in terms of 

my own Shady Side education, I’ve 

completed the intro-level courses 

and am now moving into the more 

challenging upper-level seminars. As 

long as there is no calculus involved, I 

should be all right.

One of the best ways to learn about 

a school is to talk with people who have 

been vested in it. During the fall, I’ve 

had the chance to speak with many Shady 

Side students and their families about 

their experiences here. I’ve also met 

with current trustees, trustees emeriti, 

and countless Shady Side alumni, and 

all have valuable insights to share. Most 

helpful have been the conversations I’ve 

had with faculty and staff, many of whom 

have devoted more than 20 years of 

service to Shady Side, and all of whom I 

have met with individually.

While it is no surprise that much 

of what people have to say about our 

school is quite complimentary, it has 

also been very instructive to hear when 

people think we could be doing a better 

job in one area or another. The goal of 

any school, I believe, is to be the best 

that it can be, and I’m all ears when it 

comes to helpful, thoughtful feedback or 

PreSIDenT’S 
MeSSAge

suggestions. I’ve identified a couple of 

important areas where I’d like to see us 

show some improvement. First, I think 

we’d all like to see a greener Shady Side. 

We are looking at expanding dramatically 

our recycling program, composting all of 

our food service waste, and continuing 

our program of modernizing heating/

cooling systems and replacing drafty 

old windows. Second, I believe it’s very 

important for Shady Side to systematize 

and expand our community service 

and community outreach efforts. It is 

important to find ways for our students 

to engage with the communities beyond 

the gates of our campuses. 

What has been most impressive to 

me as the new president – and also, of 

course, a new parent – of Shady Side 

is that our school really is, first and 

foremost, about community. I see this 

in the way that our teachers and other 

adults in the community take the time 

to really get to know our students. I 

see this in the way that our students 

interact so positively with each other 

and with our faculty and staff. And 

I see this in the attitude of my own 

children who can’t wait to get to school 

each day. My son george probably 

summed it up best: “My teachers are 

fun and interesting, and the school 

day is exciting.” When a sixth grade 

boy uses the words “fun,” “interesting” 

and “exciting” to describe his school 

experience, I know we must  

be doing a lot of things right.

Warm regards,

Thomas M. Cangiano

Academy President
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aroundtheacademyNEWS AND NOTES

Senior School hoStS 
AnnuAl GrAndpArentS’ dAy 
Grandparents’ Day was held at the 
Senior School on Friday, Oct. 22, 2010. 
After breakfast and a morning assembly, 
grandparents accompanied their 
grandchildren to morning classes  
and lunch. 

hittinG the hiGh note
On Oct. 20, 2010, the Senior School Autumn Concert was held in 
the richard e. rauh theater. the evening included performances 
by the Chamber Choir, Concert Choir, String Orchestra, Concert 
Band, Symphonic Band, Jazz ensemble and Jazz Combo. the 
choral portion of the concert was directed by Dr. Daniel Brill, 
while the instrumental portion was directed by Stanley Nevola.

on the VerGe
the Senior School presented its fall play, eric Overmyer’s On The Verge  
(or The Geography of Yearning), on nov. 5-7, 2010, in the Peter J. Kountz Black 
Box theater, Hillman Center for Performing Arts. the play was directed by faculty 
member Claire DePalma and starred senior Kate Rosenzweig as Mary, senior  
Toran Spence as Fanny, and junior 
Jennifer Schwartz as Alex. Senior 
Patrick Stanny played all of 
the male roles.
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trick or treAt
Junior and Middle School students were 
decked out in their creative costumes for 
Halloween parties on Oct. 29, 2010. the 
Junior School hosted a parade around the 
gymnasium, while the sixth graders enjoyed an 
afternoon of snacks and games. On Halloween 
night, Academy President tom and Linda 
Cangiano hosted a haunted walk in the woods 
on the Senior School campus for Junior School 
families, featuring a bonfire and lots of treats.

Middle School plAy
the Middle School staged the fall drama production A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s 
Court for fellow students on nov. 12, 2010, and took to the stage that evening for parents and 
guests. More than 15 students participated in the production.

FiVe SeniorS 
nAMed nAtionAl 
Merit ScholArShip 
SeMiFinAliStS
Seniors Jemila Adoki, David Currie, 
Madhav Iyengar, Noah Schoen and 
Niteesh Sundaram were named 
semifinalists in the 56th annual 
national Merit Scholarship Program. 
there are approximately 16,000 
semifinalists nationwide, which 
represent less than one percent of 
U.S. high school seniors. Finalists 
compete for one of 2,500 national 
Merit $2,500 Scholarships, as well 
as 1,000 corporate-sponsored 
scholarships and 4,700 college-
sponsored awards. Winners will be 
announced in May 2011. 

tAleS oF SucceSS
the Junior School held its annual Book 
Fair on nov. 29-Dec. 3, 2010. Hundreds 
of titles, handpicked by the librarian, 
were available for purchase. the sales 
resulted in books being donated back to 
the classrooms and assists in defraying the 
cost of the annual author and illustrator 
visit. the Middle School Book Fair, held 
nov. 11-12, was also a great success. 
More than 500 books, from all genres of 
literature, were available for purchase.
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Speech & debAte teAM WinS 
eVent At yAle inVitAtionAl
ten members of the speech and debate 
team competed in Yale University’s 
annual high school tournament Sept. 
24-26, 2010, an event which drew 
teams from 148 schools across the 
nation. Seniors Ann Tumolo and Peter 
Donahue were tournament champions 
in the Parliamentary Debate event, 
which featured 37 teams, while SSA’s 
other Parliamentary Debate team of 
seniors Jemila Adoki and Haley DeJulio 
also achieved recognition at the awards 
ceremony. Additional participants 
included senior David Jimenez, junior 
Rob Belles and sophomores Anthony 
Costa, Shivum Bharill, Perry Cao and 
Paul Steenkiste. SSA alumnus Josh 
Kalla ’09, now a sophomore at Yale, 
was one of the tournament directors, 
while Grant May ’06 served as a judge. 
Mathematics teacher Mary Krauland is 
the team’s faculty advisor. 

Sixth GrAderS kick it 
the sixth grade class enjoyed a karate workshop and demonstration as part of the Cultural 
exchange with the Pittsburgh Japanese School on Oct. 19. Students learned about the 
history of karate and got to try out some basic karate moves. Both a man and a woman 
broke a wooden board with their hands, wowing students and teachers alike.

there’S An App For thAt 
Senior Collin Mason has created an 
iPhone app for Senior School students. 
the app allows students to enter their 
schedule, which automatically pulls 
in the daily calendar, and generates 
their student iD barcode, allowing 
students to use their iPhone in the 
dining hall and library. App users can 
also access the SSA Facebook page 

and twitter feed, link to 
the lunch menus, 
and upload photos 
to the Shady Side 
News and yearbook. 
Mason graciously 
provided the app for 
free, which can be 
downloaded from the 
iPhone App store. 

aroundtheacademy

and t

News
Mason graciously 
provided the app for 
free, which can be 
downloaded from the 
iPhone App store. 
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rAce to noWhere
On nov. 4, 2010, Shady Side 
Academy hosted a free screening 
of the documentary Race to 
Nowhere: The Dark Side of America’s 
Achievement Culture, a film about 
the pressures faced by American 
schoolchildren and teachers in a 
culture obsessed with achievement, 
competition and performance. the 
screening was open to the public and 
held in the richard e. rauh theater 
of the Hillman Center for Performing 
Arts. After the film, the more than 200 
guests took part in a panel discussion 
and enjoyed a reception. 

honorinG lAdy liberty
On Oct. 28, 2010, the first grade honored the 124th anniversary of the dedication of the 
Statue of Liberty. Wearing their handmade crowns, the children learned the history of the 
statue as well as interesting mathematical facts.

Middle School GoeS pink
Middle School students raised a total of 
$1,226.25 for breast cancer research 
through a number of events held in October, 
which is national Breast Cancer Awareness 
Month. the Student Council sponsored a 
bake sale, raffle and “wear pink” dress-
down day in order to raise funds.

reAdy… Set… Go-cArtS!
On Oct. 29, 2010, juniors and seniors in Mark Skinner’s Physics ii class tested homemade 
go-carts in a three-part challenge that included an obstacle course, odometer trial and 
a timed half-lap around the quad. the three- or four-person teams were responsible for 
the driving and construction of the carts, which had to meet specific criteria including an 
original frame, steering system, brakes and axels.
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blAck Student union hoStS FAMily reunion
Shady Side Academy’s Black Student Union invited students 
from local independent schools interested in cultural diversity, 
as well as those who participated in the FAMe-sponsored African 
American Students College tour, for a Family reunion on Oct. 
30, 2010. Students shared a traditional African American meal, 
participated in line dancing and listened to special guest Chris 
Moore from WQeD’s OnQ.

lunch & leArn
the Parents’ Association hosted the first Lunch and Learn of 
the 2010-2011 academic year with Academy President tom 
Cangiano and his wife, Linda, on Oct. 6, 2010. More than 50 
parents gathered in Memorial Hall, as Linda shared photos 
and spoke about the three years her family spent in Bulgaria. 
After the presentation, the Cangianos invited everyone to 
eastover to enjoy lunch while perusing Bulgarian artwork, 
craftwares and sculptures. 

StudentS nAMed to pMeA MuSic FeStiVAlS
nine Senior and Middle School students were selected to perform 
in Pennsylvania Music educators Association (PMeA) District 1 
music festivals this fall. Senior Lisha Gu, sophomore Kelsey Broker 
and sophomore Tara Lee, all violinists, were selected to the Honors 
Orchestra Festival on nov. 6-7 at Plum Senior High School. Gu 
was the assistant concert master chair as first violin, second seat. 
Senior Alex Koi (vocalist), junior David Steiner (piano), senior 
Missy Wolz (saxophone) and senior Rob Stokes (drums) were 
named to the east Honors Jazz Festival, held at SSA’s Hillman 
Center Dec. 10-11. eighth graders Angie Kim (clarinet) and Tyler 
Demchak (trombone) were named to the east Junior High School 
Band Festival on Jan. 21-22 at norwin Middle School.

Go! FiGht! Win! 
On Oct. 8, 2010, more than 15 Junior School students got the 
chance to be cheerleaders at the Shady Side-Burrell varsity football 
game as a part of SSA’s Youth Cheerleading night. Sponsored by the 
varsity cheerleaders, the kids enjoyed cheering the team onto the 
field and performing several cheers in the first quarter of the game.

aroundtheacademy
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SSA Senior’S JeWelry WebSite  
SupportS diAbeteS reSeArch
Senior Rachel Tobin recently launched a website, rachel’s Cure by Design (www.rachelscbd.com), 
to sell her handmade jewelry in support of the Juvenile Diabetes research Foundation (JDrF) and its 
mission to find a cure for diabetes. in 2005, at the age of 12, tobin was diagnosed with type 1 diabetes. 
She began designing and selling a unique collection of handmade beaded bracelets and donating a 
portion of the proceeds to the JDrF. “My grandmother makes beaded bracelets and she taught me 
how to make them. i thought that would be a good way for me to give back and help with research on 
diabetes,” tobin told the Pittsburgh Tribune-Review in an interview. All of tobin’s jewelry pieces feature 
a sterling silver “hope” charm that symbolizes her hope for a cure for diabetes. Her jewelry is also 
available at a number of local retailers, which are listed on her website. Sales of rachel’s Cure by Design 
jewelry have resulted in donations of more than $30,000 to the JDrF Western Pennsylvania Chapter. 
For her efforts, tobin was awarded a 2010 Shyne Award for Community Service in the summer of 2010 
in a ceremony at the Byham theater. the Shyne Awards were created to “shine a light” on the positive 
things that teenagers in Pittsburgh and surrounding areas are doing.

Junior School renoVAtionS
An array of Junior School renovations were completed in summer 
2010, giving the building a minor face lift for the 2010-2011 
school year. the major scope of the work involved the addition 
or renovation of various classroom and office space. First, the 
admissions office was enclosed in the front office area with a glass 
door and windows, to provide privacy for prospective families 
during interviews and to give the front office a more spacious look 
and feel. the doorway to one of the second grade classrooms was 
also moved so it is no longer positioned directly across from the 
front office. On the second floor, the fourth grade classrooms were 
updated and reconfigured to include more usable learning areas 
and much-needed storage space. the second floor faculty lounge 
was transformed into an auxiliary classroom, providing additional 
learning space and a meeting place for small group projects. A 
large office/classroom was also created for the reading coordinator, 
made possible through a generous donation by the ruttenberg 
family. On the lower level of the building, a large storage area 

was renovated to create 
three new offices for 
specialists including the 
speech therapist, learning 
specialist and school 
psychologist. the hallway 
was also given a new 
look, and the display area 
outside the science room 
was updated. Outside of 
the building, a new sign 
was installed on the hillside 
along South Braddock 
Avenue, helping to better 
identify the Junior School 
to visitors.
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  Tom Cangiano
ALWAYS A TEACHER, NOW OUR PRESIDENT



om Cangiano 

flipped through 

the pages of the 

graded essay his 

English teacher 

had just returned. 

To his surprise and 

bewilderment, his 

paper was covered  

in red ink.

T

BY Jennifer GrOSS BAilS ’94

pHOtOGrApHY BY 

JAMeS KnOx
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It was Cangiano’s freshman year at 

Medford High School, a large public 

school with 2,400 students in a college 

town outside Boston. He transferred 

there after attending parochial school 

through eighth grade. As an “A” student, 

it was unusual for him to receive criticism 

from his teachers, let alone to see what 

he considered his best work practically 

ripped to shreds. Then again, Mrs. Hatch 

wasn’t a usual teacher.

In a school where many of her 

colleagues did just enough to get by, 

Mrs. Hatch devoted time and energy 

toward establishing strong relationships 

with her students. She took genuine 

interest in their work, and perhaps more 

importantly, showed concern for their 

personal development. And she sought 

to demonstrate her own lifelong love for 

learning in the hopes that her students 

would come to share that passion.

Mrs. Hatch was the kind of teacher 

that students at Shady Side Academy are 

fortunate to find in every classroom, 

but that wasn’t the case 30 years ago 

at Medford High. “The high school 

experience for me was just kind of 

nondescript,” Cangiano recalls. “Getting 

that one-on-one personal attention didn’t 

happen all that often. You went to class 

and did your work, but a lot of teachers 

didn’t make the investment in us as 

individuals. Part of this, I’m sure, was the 

fact that they had so many students. But I 

think some were also in teaching for the 

wrong reasons.”

So when Mrs. Hatch sat down with 

Cangiano after class to discuss her critique 

of his essay, it had a real impact. “It was 

that kind of attention and focus that 

unleashed more creative thought and 

motivation in me,” he says. “I enjoyed 

going to her classes, and even her 

constructive criticism. And the natural 

outcome of all this was that my progress as 

a student was greater in her class than in 

any other class I took.”

In his new role as just the 15th president 

in the 126-year history of Shady Side 

Academy, Cangiano never forgets this 

lesson he first learned from Mrs. Hatch 

– that the quality of the faculty is truly the 

keystone of any great school.

Indeed, his core educational principle 

is very simple, perhaps even obvious. 

Cangiano believes teachers are the most 

vital piece of the academic equation. 

When teachers take a deep interest in 

their students as people – and when 

students understand that the learning 

process is collaborative – he says all of the 

other essential elements of a school tend 

to fall into place.

This philosophy is a way of life at 

Shady Side – and a big part of what 

attracted Cangiano to the Academy in  

the first place. 

Cangiano’s two 
daughters (and  
a friend) stop by  
his office for an 
after-school visit.



He came to Shady Side last July after 

spending three years in Bulgaria, where he 

served as president of the American College 

of Sofia, a private, highly selective day and 

boarding school of 700 students in grades 

eight through 12. He was joined there by 

his wife, Linda, and their three children, 

George, now 11, Grace, 9, and Celia, 7.

At the American College, most teachers 

were dedicated professionals, but they 

were trained in a rigid educational system 

that put little emphasis on the teacher-

student relationship. Cangiano worked 

tirelessly to change the teaching culture 

there by establishing an advisory system, 

standardizing expectations for faculty and 

improving the quality of international 

hires. “It made the school a much better 

place, and I believe the changes we made 

will be lasting ones,” he says.

From the day of his first job interview 

on the Senior School campus, Cangiano 

realized that the kind of supportive 

community he strived so hard to build 

in Bulgaria already existed at Shady Side. 

He discovered a place where teachers are 

passionate about the work of educating 

children – both as students and as human 

beings. “Sure, that passion existed at some 

of the other schools I was considering, but 

it was most impressive here at Shady Side,” 

he says. “I made the internal decision 

right off the bat that this was the place that 

I really wanted to be.”

In turn, the Board of Trustees saw 

in Cangiano a leader who would uphold 

Shady Side’s tradition of excellence while 

continuing the efforts of his predecessor, 

Tom Southard, to prepare the community 

for the challenges of the 21st century.

“Tom Cangiano brings us the 

complete package of someone with 

successful leadership of a prominent, 

high-caliber international school, along 

with a rich background of teaching and 

boarding life in independent schools,” 

says J. Stephen Lee ‘77, chair of the 

Board of Trustees, who served as head of 

the presidential search committee. “And 

from the outset, we really latched onto 

his personality and his enthusiasm about 

bringing his family to Pittsburgh.”

It’s not a place Cangiano ever 

imagined himself while growing up as one 

of seven children in a tight-knit Catholic 

family in Medford. His mother was a 

nurse and his father was vice president 

and treasurer of a local savings bank. His 

parents tried to imbue in their children 

a solid work ethic, and accordingly, 

Cangiano always held weekend and 

summer jobs to earn spending money 

and help with college tuition.

As a young boy, he delivered 

newspapers in the morning and 

afternoon, and later worked as a house 

painter, a dishwasher in a Chinese 

restaurant, a waiter at a steakhouse chain, 

a hospital custodian, a laborer for a 

landscape company, and a cafeteria worker 

– not to mention all of the babysitting 

jobs. “I don’t know if this was my father’s 

intention, but these jobs helped me 

understand a wider range of people,” he 

says. “I hope I can be an example to the 

kids at Shady Side in this way and help 

them understand that everyone plays a 

vital role in this community.”
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“I hope I can be 

an example to the 

kids at Shady Side 

in this way and help 

them understand 

that everyone plays 

a vital role in this 

community.”

– tom Cangiano

Cangiano visits the kindergarten class at the Junior School to read aloud for story time.
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Cangiano decided to attend 

Middlebury College in Vermont, one 

of the country’s top liberal arts colleges, 

where he played football and lacrosse. 

He quickly realized that despite getting 

good grades in high school – and the 

inspiration of Mrs. Hatch – that he wasn’t 

as well prepared for college as his friends 

who had attended independent schools. 

With hard work to catch up, he graduated 

in 1987 with his Bachelor of Arts degree 

in American literature and a minor in 

American history.

Middlebury opened Cangiano’s eyes 

to a world of possibilities he never even 

knew existed growing up in Medford – 

including the idea that he might enjoy 

teaching. But he succumbed to pressure 

to enter the corporate world, accepting a 

position at Chubb insurance company as 

an underwriter in the firm’s boiler and 

machinery division.

During his first year, an older 

supervisor, a fellow English major, 

counseled him to leave. “He had been 

at a similar point in his life many years 

earlier and knew I was in the wrong field 

doing the wrong thing,” Cangiano says. 

“I took his advice.”

He followed his heart and earned 

a Master of Arts in Teaching from 

Tufts University in his hometown. He 

then began a teaching post at Stratton 

Mountain School in Vermont, a winter 

sports and college preparatory academy. 

“It was my first experience in the 

independent school world, and I never 

looked back,” he says. “It was a place that 

was vibrant and alive like Shady Side and 

where people were passionate about what 

they were doing.”

Newly married, Cangiano and his 

wife moved to Hungary in 1991, where 

they both taught for several years at 

the American International School 

of Budapest just after the collapse of 

communism. “I grew up in an insular 

town without a big worldview,” he says. 

“I had been to Canada before as part 

of a middle school field trip, but never 

had the experience of going anywhere 

remotely exotic. So when I had the 

opportunity to go to Hungary, we just 

kind of jumped into it.”

In Budapest, and later in Bulgaria, 

Cangiano enjoyed the excitement of trying 

to navigate daily life in a foreign land. He 

experienced how stepping outside your 

comfort zone can lead to personal growth 

and came to understand the importance 

of broadening your perspectives in an 

increasingly globalized world.

He hopes to expand the horizons of 

Shady Side students in much the same way 

by providing them with new opportunities 

to live and study overseas. Also, he aims to 

attract international students to campus 

through an exchange program – such as 

ASSIST, which will bring one top student 

from Eastern Europe to the Senior School 

for the 2011-2012 academic year – or 

perhaps by introducing a seven-day boarding 

program that would make it possible for 

students worldwide to attend Shady Side.

“Shady Side is a school that is making 

a strong effort to look outward and to 

expand the worldview of its students,” 

Cangiano says. “I think my experience 

overseas and understanding some of 

the ways we can do that will be helpful 

in trying to expand our international 

connections.”

In Budapest, Cangiano also grew 

fascinated with the history of Eastern 

Europe, which he watched unfold 

firsthand. He was called upon there to 

teach history in addition to English. “But 

with only a handful of college history 

classes under my belt, I realized I didn’t 

know enough to teach it as well as I would 

have liked,” he says. 

Recognizing how deep mastery 

of a subject can make teachers more 

effective, he began to pursue his Ph.D. 

in history at Columbia University in 

New York. Linda had already enrolled at 

the Johns Hopkins Center of Advanced 

International Studies in Washington, 

D.C., where she earned a master’s 

degree, living for a year on the school’s 

campus in Bologna, Italy. She then 

joined her husband in New York, 

ultimately working as a vice president  

in project finance at Société Générale,  

a French bank.

Cangiano enjoys 
lunch and 

conversation with 
Middle School 

students.
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Cangiano spent four years at Columbia, 

where he earned two master’s degrees in 

history and wrote two theses, one about class 

and race mediation in Harlem and another 

about shipbuilding in colonial Medford. 

During that time, he also served as history 

department chair at Trevor Day School, a 

Manhattan prep school.

He completed his dissertation 

proposal and a year’s worth of research 

with the intentions of becoming a college 

professor. But the tug of the independent 

school world he had grown to love proved 

too hard to resist. Cangiano received an 

offer from The Lawrenceville School in 

New Jersey, and with some tough soul-

searching, he accepted.

In his nine years at Lawrenceville, 

Cangiano served as a history master 

and dormitory housemaster and also 

coached lacrosse and football. There, 

he and his wife started their family and 

became enamored with daily life on a 

secondary school campus with a boarding 

program. “You either like the life, or you 

don’t, and we both like the life,” Linda 

Cangiano explains. “It’s also a huge 

responsibility. What you teach and what 

kind of community you establish has such 

an impact on these kids, and it’s such an 

honor to be able to do it.”

It’s a life they have happily rediscovered 

at Shady Side, where Eastover has become 

reenergized since the arrival of the 

Academy’s youngest president in recent 

memory and his big family; in addition to 

three children, the historic residence is 

now also home to three cats and two dogs.

 For the Cangiano children, it has 

been a seamless transition to life at  

Shady Side, where they began sixth, 

fourth and second grades this past fall. 

“They transitioned to Bulgaria, so 

transitioning here was a piece of cake,” 

Linda Cangiano says, laughing. Indeed, 

their youngest daughter, Celia, exclaimed 

with delight to her parents upon arrival 

in Pittsburgh that, “Everyone speaks 

English here!”

Each afternoon, on their way to Eastover 

from their bus stop at the bottom of the 

Senior School campus, the Cangiano 

children make their way to Bayard House, 

where they stop into their dad’s office 

to chat and grab a piece of candy or two. 

“The community has really reached out to 

our kids from the very beginning, kind of 

scooping them up and making them feel 

like they fit in from the first day,” Linda 

Cangiano says. 

Being a Shady Side parent gives 

45-year-old Cangiano a different 

perspective on his role as president. “I can 

look at their homework assignments and 

talk with them about what they are doing 

in class and get a feel for the rhythm of the 

day here through the eyes of my children,” 

he says. “It’s a window on the school you 

otherwise don’t get unless your kids go 

here. And it helps me talk to parents.” 

Cangiano’s relative youth also is serving 

him well by giving him the energy it takes 

to really understand Shady Side. In the 

past six months, he has made an effort to 

speak to all of his faculty and staff, as well as 

countless alumni, trustees and parents in 

more than 300 sit-down meetings. He also 

spends a few hours each week at satellite 

offices he set up at the Junior School and 

Middle School to get to know the people 

and programs at both campuses.

“You can read as much about a place as 

possible and study its history, but the most 

important way to get a deeper understanding 

is to simply talk with people,” he says. “It’s 

time-consuming, but it’s important as the 

president to really know all of the people 

who are part of this community.”

Meantime, the strategic planning process 

has been under way. Certainly the need to 

launch a new capital campaign in the next 

couple of years is a high priority, Cangiano 

says. Funds raised could bolster the school’s 

endowment for faculty compensation, 

deferred maintenance and financial aid, as 

well as for the long-awaited construction of 

a new science building at the Senior School 

and Junior School renovations.

More immediately, Cangiano hopes 

to make improvements in the areas of 

environmental awareness and community 

service. He plans to take simple steps to 

reduce the ecological footprint of the 

Academy, such as ramping up recycling 

efforts and looking into commercial 

composting for food service. He also would 

like to see Shady Side students giving back 

more to the community. “We need to be 

more deliberate in having a community 

service requirement for our whole student 

population, and it’s really just a matter of 

carving out time to do that,” he says.

Most important to Cangiano is 

making sure that Shady Side doesn’t get 

too comfortable resting on its laurels 

as a leading independent school in 

western Pennsylvania. “I want us to 

always be thinking about what the best 

the Cangiano family: George, 
tom, linda, Celia, Grace, and 

dogs fred and floyd.

“The community 

has really reached 

out to our kids from 

the very beginning, 

kind of scooping 

them up and 

making them feel 

like they fit in from 

the first day,” 

– linda Cangiano



schools everywhere are doing and always be 

assessing and digging and thinking about 

best practices and the best approaches 

to teaching, and whether they would be 

effective here,” he says.

Part of that means always learning. 

Like all outstanding teachers, it’s 

something Cangiano has never stopped 

doing – whether that means reading 

several books about Pittsburgh history 

before coming to Shady Side or learning 

to pluck a few notes on the guitar as his 

son studies the instrument.

Linda Cangiano says what pushes her 

husband toward excellence is his dedication 

to the job of educating children and the 

joy that comes from helping shape their 

futures. “He really, truly loves what he 

does, and I envy people who have that kind 

of passion for what they do,” she says. “You 

are lucky if you find that in life, and for 

Tom, this is it.”

Since school began, Cangiano has 

made an effort to attend the Senior School 

student assemblies held twice a week in 

The Hillman Center for Performing Arts. 

Sometimes he walks past the portraits of 

Shady Side’s past presidents that hang in 

the center’s Wean Room and reflects on 

his role in writing the next chapters of 

the Academy’s extraordinary history. “It’s 

daunting sometimes to think about trying 

to fill such big shoes,” he says.

But Cangiano is ready for the challenge 

– and Shady Side is ready for him.

“Shady Side is healthy and vibrant 

because there have been great leaders 

that plowed the ground before Tom 

Cangiano,” Lee says. “He is carrying on 

this tradition, and I think his vision for 

the school and what drives him at his core 

is the same as our past leaders, which is 

to continue the excellence in education 

that Shady Side represents.”  

 And of course, at heart, Cangiano 

will always remain a teacher. He even 

hopes to offer a history elective on the 

Balkans at the Senior School next year. 

No doubt Mrs. Hatch would be proud.
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the installation of president thomas M. Cangiano took place Jan. 19, 2011. 

look for photos and a recap of the presidential installation in the Summer 2011 

issue of Shady Side Academy Magazine.
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Picturesque fall weather made for a perfect 

backdrop as thousands of alumni, faculty, 

students and parents made their way back to 

campus for Homecoming 2010 on Oct. 1-2. 

Alumni began to arrive on campus early Friday 

morning. Some took campus tours, ate lunch in 

McCune Dining Hall and even sat in on classes 

at the Junior, Middle and Senior Schools. 

Simultaneously, a competitive group making 

friendly wagers was teeing off at the Pittsburgh 

Field Club at the annual golf outing. 

As the evening events began, alumni and 

faculty gathered in Memorial Hall to remember 

those who passed away in the past year. The 

presider of the ceremony, Rev. Dr. Lee Witting 
’60, delivered a beautiful message and added 

fond reflections on his time at Shady Side. From 

Memorial Hall, alums processed to the Benedum 

Visual Arts Center, where a gathering was already 

underway for the opening reception of alumni artist Anna Rebek 
’00. Rebek’s paintings remained on display in the Gailliot Gallery 

and in the Hillman Center for Performing Arts on the Senior 

School Campus through Oct. 31. If you missed her display, visit 

http://web.mac.com/anna.rebek to see her work. 

The main event of the evening commenced on the tented Mary 

Hillman Jennings Plaza, where alumni and faculty had their first 

formal chance to reconnect. The tent was filled with the warmth of 

reuniting and reminiscing over cocktails, carving stations and hors 

d’oeuvres. The program began with a brief address from Academy 

President Tom Cangiano, who then presented the Robert E. 

Walker Award for alumni service to Jeff Todd ’85. Alumni Council 

member Spencer Todd ’89 next presented the Paul R. Pigman Prize 

for alumni service to the community to Rachel Wilson ’00. Bob 
Henninger ’60, who took a walk down memory lane reflecting on 

his time at Shady Side, also entertained the audience. 

Saturday morning came very quickly for some alumni who had 

been celebrating into the wee hours of Friday night. The good 

news was that the fog cleared up in time to kick off the morning 

with a jog in the Al Stewart Memorial Shady Stride. Holly Stewart 
’13, granddaughter of Al Stewart, sent the runners on their way 

with a bang. Bryan Bailey ’98 was the first to cross the finish 

line, with the rest of the pack not far behind. It turned out to be 

a beautiful fall day as President Tom Cangiano hosted an alumni 

Meet & Greet on the Mary Hillman Jennings Plaza. Children of 

alums and Junior School students enjoyed the children’s theater 

performance by the dance troupe Knotdance as well as the Kids’ 

Karnival, which was run by the varsity cheerleaders. In varsity 

athletic action, boys soccer played to a 0-0 tie with crosstown 

rival Fox Chapel, girls soccer lost a heartbreaker to Springdale, 

1-0, and girls field hockey coasted to an easy win over Aquinas, 

7-1. In similar fashion, the varsity football team rolled over West 

Shamokin, 56-0. Athletic captains from reunion classes were 

recognized during the halftime of the football game. 

At the conclusion of the football game, the traffic on Fox 

Chapel Road was backed up onto campus with alumni eager to get 

to their class reunion gatherings, which were held in Fox Chapel 

and throughout the city at various venues. 

Be sure to save the date for Homecoming 2011, Oct. 14-15! 

Alumni gathered at the Friday evening reception held on the Mary Hillman Jennings plaza.
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The 2010 alumni golf outing was held at the Pittsburgh Field Club. Participants 
included (front row, from left) Kenn Moritz ’80, Scott Neimann ’80, Jim Ross ’70, 
George Magovern ’70, Shaun Smith ’70, Ted Jenkins ’80, Eric Wissinger ’85, Peter 
Heil ’87 and Paul Heil; (back row, from left) Josh Wymard ’85, Bruce Masterson ’80, 
Mark Heppenstall ’80, Ralph Demmler ’80, Mike Casey ’70, Matt Kimerer ’80, Mike 
Rampa ’85. Missing from photo: Alan Frank ’65 and Tom Graham ’80.

Senior School teacher Tony Goodwin and alumni artist Anna Rebek ’00

Faculty lead guests in the singing of the alma mater to conclude the Friday 
evening reception.

Academy President Tom Cangiano with Pigman Prize recipient Rachel Wilson ’00 
and Alumni Council member Spencer Todd ’89



Kid’s Karnival

Junior School students show their blue and gold spirit as they take the field to sing the alma mater.

Glenn Berkey ’85 spoke with new Academy President Tom Cangiano at the 
Presidential Meet & Greet.

The children’s theater performance was a dancing delight for all ages.
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Monica Srinivasa ’12 sang the national anthem.

Academy President Tom Cangiano congratulated Jeff Todd ’85 as he accepted the  
Robert E. Walker Award.

Winner of the Shady Stride Bryan Bailey ’98, flanked by Holly 
Stewart ’13 and George Stewart ’81

2010 Al Stewart Memorial Shady Stride participants

The football players take the field.

Under the direction of music teacher Carol Young, Junior School students sang the alma mater.
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Hugh Lynch and Chilly Braun Ted Hoopes, Jim Roush, John Steel, John Brownell and Ted Scheetz

George Graham and Neil Van Horn Ray Conway, Bing Beeson, Paul Martha, John Gordon and Bob Henninger

Mike Casey and Mike Martz Andy Sayles, Dan Fawcett, Tom Graham, Andy Shenkan, Curt Stone,  
Claire (Henry) Dougherty, Joe Wagner and Matt Kimerer



SHADY SiDe ACADeMY  /  Winter 2010-2011  /  19

Heather Todd, Leslie Lucas Schramer, Laurie O’Brien Troutman, Ted Kintner, Glenn 
Berkey, D.J. Connolly, Steve Hilger and Gregg Townsend

Tiffany (Lerch) Lewis, John Rummel, Caroline (Kansky) King, Brook Swinston, Sarah 
(Perkins) Stallings, Steven Begg, Pieter Wycoff, Mi Lee Haisman and Brian Monroe

Amy Shelby, Matt Fisher and Roland Criswell Charlie DiNardo, Christina Stamoolis and Dave Gombkoto

Front Row: Jake Klinvex, Meredith Mullen and Kathryn Egan

Second Row: Ben Schmerin, Noelle DiGioia, Jack Dingess, James Ambrose, Steve McKnight,  
Tancredi Calabrese and Nick Petrelli
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Class of 1935 and 1940 
Left to Right: Henry Hoffstot ’35 and 
Frederick Bode ’40

Class of 1945 
Seated Left to Right: Ken Gardner, Jim Knox,  
Hugh Lynch

Standing Left to Right: Harry Bechman,  
Chilly Braun, Jack Smiley

Class of 1950 
Seated Left to Right: Herb Ferguson, John Brownell, Dick Kappel, Paul Jenkins

Standing Left to Right: Dick Cuda, Bob Todd, Ted Scheetz, Tim Cook, Jim 
Smith, Tony Cook, Jim Roush, Paul Benedum, Arthur Evans, Jack Demmler,  
Reg Koehler, John Steel, Edward Hoopes, Tony Turner

Class of 1955 
Seated Left to Right: George Graham, Larry Niemann, 
Arthur Forbes

Standing Left to Right: Charles Beares, Ernst Nickel, James 
Davison, Neil Van Horn

Class of 1960 
Bottom Row Left to Right: Bob Henninger, John Haskell, Marty Hecklinger, Paul Martha, 
Bill Bates, John Gordon, James Scott, Rufus Blocksidge, Faculty Emeriti Walter Jones, 
Alan Finegold, Hank Bergstrom, Joe Shuman, Carey Kirk, Gus Tarasi, David Van der 
Voort, Dave Maxwell

Top Row Left to Right: Morrow Jones, Charley Todd, Lee Witting, Tom Todd, Scott 
Engroff, Ed Lawrence, Bill Hauk, Dan Kamin, Tom Young, Bing Beeson, Craig Wilson, 
Bill Marks, Ray Conway, Rich Ferguson

Class of 1965 
Seated Left to Right: Tom Kaplan, Fred Colen, Dave Vilsack

Standing Left to Right: Richard Gourley, Lee Foster, Allan Dodds 
Frank, John Shrader

Class of 1970 
Left to Right: Dave Rosenblum, Dave Mancosh, Steve McKnight, Rich Feinstein, Dave Chatlos, Sam 
Joseph, Mike Abernethy, Mike Martz, Mike Casey, George Magovern, Jim Ross, Pat Hannah, Gordon 
Nelson, Shawn Smith, Don Shaw, Doug Day, Larry Wechsler, Jim Wolf, Bill Gurzenda
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Class of 1995 
Left to Right: Eric Kwiatkowski, Amy Shelby, Matt Fisher, Claire (Lobes) 
Hosteney, Roland Criswell, Danielle Purfey, Kate Sinatra

Class of 1980 
First Row Left to Right: Cindy Silverblatt-Cherry, Curt Stone, Claire (Henry) Dougherty, 
John Bass, Julie Adams, Rich Rattner, Jeff Pollock, Ann Salsbury, Lisa (Slesinger) 
Michael, Ted Jenkins, Kim Rau

Second Row Left to Right: Heidi Weitz, Cindy (Prizant) Stadtlander, Lisa Freeland, 
Marjorie McMahon Obod, Carrie Casey-Leemhuis, Catherine Evans Heald

Third Row Left to Right: Matthew Kimerer, Rob Deaner, Dan Fawcett, Lee Washington, Scott 
Niemann, Lou Plung, Ralph Demmler, Kenn Moritz, Tom Graham, Mark Heppenstahl, Andy Sayles, 
Andy Shenkan, Joe Wagner, Patty Herzog-Ferruchie, Jim Adelsheim, Paul Maloney, Phil Goldblum

Fourth Row Left to Right: Bruce Masterson, Dave Wecht, Fraser Stokes, Greg Gerlach

Class of 1985 
First Row Left to Right: Joe Felder, Mark Rust, Leslie Lucas Schramer, Rob 
Woodings, Chip Shenkan, Stan Parker, Matt Vidic, Dan Cohen, Jeff Todd, Josh 
Wymard, Michael Rampa, Henry Corson, Ted Kintner

Second Row Left to Right: Howard Swimmer, Dana Hollinshead, Laurie O’Brien 
Troutman, Joy Ammer Irwin, D.J. Connolly, Pam Hoopes, Heather Todd, Randy Harper, 
Bruce Peacock, Carolyn Havens Niemann, Chris Berger, Susan Kim Zwiener

Third Row Left to Right: Dave Cook, Glenn Berkey, Deirdre Byrne, Steve Hilger, 
Peter Swartz, David French, Paul Seltman

Class of 1990 
First Row Left to Right: Manoj Jegasothy, Diem Nguyen, Beth Hafer, Deb (Frick) Watts, 
Wendy (Rock) Greco, Linda (Chung) Quarles, Andrea (Kline) Glickman, Lisa Ratner, Raimee 
(Reiter) Gordon, Karen (McKinney) Werstil, Caroline (Kansky) King, Janet Howson, Tiffany 
(Lerch) Lewis, Josh Nanci

Second Row Left to Right: Mi Lee Haisman, Dan Brooks, Alan Parfitt, Chris Winter, Craig 
Shensa, Amy (Werrin) Berman, Sarah (Perkins)Stallings, Claudia Mendelson, Alex Moser,  
Will Thiessen, Megan (Dardanell) Olsen, Kate Sphar, John Rummel, Rocco Tarasi

Third Row Left to Right: Alex Hershey, Paul Hughes, Hal Thiessen, Brook Swinston,  
Mike Bolanis,  Parker Beeson, Scott Markovitz, Pieter Wycoff

Class of 2000 
Seated Left to Right: Will Sheridan, Neal Mutyala, Tim Miller, Sam Prentice, Rachel 
Wilson, Andrea Hohler Karsko, Dan Gilman, Andrea Phillips

Standing Left to Right: Anna Rebek, Shawn Badlani, Matt Lancaster, Jordan Plieskatt, Jon Orie

Class of 2005

First Row Left to Right: Meredith Mullen, Meghan Rooney, Noelle DiGioia,  
Hannah Levinson, Ali Rudoph

Second Row Left to Right: Jessica Cohen, Julia Liang, Sarah Feldman, Rainey 
Donahue-Redd, Tiffany Shento, Jake Klinvex, Emily Schofield, Caitlin Ament, Ashley 
Langford,  Alistair Spatz, Packy Lemon

Third Row Left to Right: Rachel Brown, Max Quinlin, Anna-Lena Kempen, Wayne 
Coleman, Brett Bergman, Alex Avakian, Sharan Kumar, Caitlin Wampler

Back Row Left to Right: Max Hoffman, Lauren Catalano, Nick Petrelli, Geroge 
Avialotis, Jack Dingess, Steve McKnight, Nick Macpherson, Evan Frye, Ben 
Schmerin, Stew West, Jayshiv Badlani, Kathryn Egan, Jim Ambrose
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Parkin

In 2006, Fred Parkin ’59 established 

a fund awarding travel grant money 

for Senior School students to perform 

service or environmental projects 

outside of the United States. 

The summer of 2010 saw eight 

Parkin Fellows participate in service 

projects, traveling to various 

locations around the globe and 

completing a wide array of tasks. 

While each Parkin Fellow had an 

individual purpose, all returned 

with stories of growth, expanded 

perspective and experiences that 

changed their lives. 

ParkinParkin

The summer of 2010 saw eight 

Fellows
“Natives would always say to me 

‘welcome home.’ 

It was an awesome feeling.”



By LIndSay Kovach
PhoToGRaPhy PRovIdEd 
By PaRKIn FELLoWS

Rashaad Phillips ’12 taught at schools and orphanages in Ghana, West africa.
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a WaRm WELcomE
From Argentina to Uganda, Parkin Fellows experienced life in 

other parts of the world, seeing the generosity and gratitude of 

those with whom they came in contact. David Lembersky ‘12, 

who traveled to Peru with the Earthwatch Institute said, “The 

people in Bolivar were very enthusiastic about our presence 

there. Many natives would come talk to us, and everyone watched 

us from their windows. The children who came out to talk to us 

tried to impress us by catching different animals or trying to take 

us to their home.” 

Across the Atlantic, Melissa Wolz ’11, had preconceived notions 

of traveling to Romania for three weeks, but realized, “Contrary 

to what I initially expected, Romanians were incredibly accepting 

of Americans. People didn’t look at us as intruding in their space, 

and they were very friendly and helpful. Although communication 

was difficult, people were always willing to try and communicate, 

and usually we surprisingly succeeded through the use of pointing 

and other hand gestures.” 

For Rashaad Phillips ‘12, his trip to Ghana was a sort of 

a homecoming, as he traveled for 21 days as part of Global 

Leadership Adventures. “Natives would always say to me ‘welcome 

home.’ It was an awesome feeling, because part of the reason I 

went to Ghana was because I wanted to see where my ancestors 

were from. I was told constantly that I was not African American, 

but I was Ghanaian. I felt like I was home.” 

Shannon Kirk ‘11 experienced a similar reception when she 

traveled to Argentina, actually making it difficult to leave. After 

teaching school as part of the Putney Community Service project, 

she stated, “We really felt like part of a family. There were many 

tears when we had to leave town, especially from the kids our age 

who were attending the school.” 

a cULTURaL ImmERSIon
An impressive quality of the Parkin Fellows is their willingness 

to immerse themselves in a foreign, often unknown, culture. 

Beyond the obvious language barriers, fellows experienced 

unique cuisine, poverty-stricken living conditions and 

incomparable weather. Katie Prochownik ‘11, who traveled to 

Uganda for two weeks, came to realize the role music played in 

the lives of the Ugandans. She said “Every morning when I woke 

up, a Ugandan choir would be singing next door in the church. 

It was beautiful. Drums were an integral part of the music, and 

truly brought the songs together… and the songs brought the 

people together.” 

Phillips shared a humorous story on an experience he 

had, stating, “The living conditions were very different. The 

majority of the people in the countryside of Ghana do not sleep 

in a bed, but they sleep on a mat, which is on the floor. One 

time when I was at a hotel, I found my van driver sleeping on 

the ground in the hotel’s parking lot. I woke him up and said 

‘Why are you not sleeping in your hotel room?’ and he told 

me that he was a lot more comfortable on the floor and he also 

wanted to be outside to get fresh air.”

Even with the various cultural differences, Kirk came to 

understand, “This experience actually made me realize that, 

throughout the world, people are all similar at the core. It was 

eye-opening.”

“ Every morning when I woke up, a 

Ugandan choir would be singing next 

door in the church. It was beautiful.”

melissa Wolz ’11 spent three weeks 
volunteering at an orphanage in Romania.
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nEW PERSPEcTIvES
With a greater understanding of a new culture and 

realization that personal limits were challenged, 

Parkin Fellows returned to the United States changed 

from their experiences. “A Parkin Fellowship is a 

great program for the right person. Being able to 

combine Shady Side and Bricks + Books (see page 26 for 

more information), two things that I have grown to have 

a strong connection with through my entire life, had 

been the perfect end to my 13 years at Shady Side, “ 

said Samantha Schwartz ‘11, who traveled to Tanzania 

for three weeks. 

Vivek Nimgaonkar ‘12 traveled to India for three 

weeks, volunteering in hospitals working in the sickle 

cell disease program, which has an abnormally high 

prevalence in the country. He shared, “Through my 

travels into the villages and my experiences in the 

hospital, I was able to learn a great deal about rural and 

impoverished society, in addition to learning a great deal 

about a rural health care setup.” 

Prochownik summed up her experience by stating, 

“Parkin Fellowships are one of the only chances to 

have a such an amazing experience at such a young age 

– to meet other people and immerse yourself in other 

cultures. You really can’t understand how so many things 

that we seem to value in America are really not of any 

value in other places. People value education, love and 

generosity. I’m forever changed.”

2010-2011 PaRKIn FELLoWS

Elisa Borrero ’11 traveled with Putney Global to Santa teresita, Belize, 
for more than one month. the group was immersed in the culture 
while building an indoor plumbing system for the community. She also 
completed additional projects including painting a community building 
and building a playground.

Shannon Kirk ’11 began her program in Valle Grande, Argentina, with 
Putney Student travel. the group spent a few days getting acquainted 
with the culture and geography, and then spent the remainder of 
the time working in small groups to complete the construction of 
a classroom space. She also taught english in local school and 
volunteered at a national park. 

David Lembersky ’12 joined the earth Watch institute along the Amazon 
river in Peru for 15 days. He learned about the local ecosystems and 
conducted research on five unique expeditions. Lembersky and a group 
of six additional students focused on discovering ways to protect the 
local ecosystems after loggers illegally chop down the rainforests. 

Vivek Nimgaonkar ’12 traveled to Gudalur in southwest india to work with 
the Adivasis people. in the Gudalur area, the indian government and 
private enterprises have slowly encroached upon land that belonged to 
the Adivasis. nimgaoankar worked with Accord, a group of lawyers, to 
preserve the land and better the health care for the Adivasis. He spent 
time at local hospitals, focusing on the sickle cell program, which has a 
high prevalence in the region. 

Rashaad Phillips ’12 participated in the Global Leadership Adventures 
program, traveling to Ghana, West Africa for 21 days. Phillips lived at 
the home base in a coastal town called Anloga, which is two hours away 
from Ghana’s capital, Accra. He went to local schools and orphanages to 
teach english, mathematics and science. the trip provided him with the 
unique opportunity to visit the home of his African ancestors. 

Katie Prochownik ’11 spent three weeks in Uganda as part of a self-
designed independent study. She taught english at local schools, 
focusing on her passion for creative writing. Children at numerous 
local schools completed stories, using narrative writing and proper 
paragraph structure. Prochownik is currently working with faculty 
member elizabeth Garvey to compile the Ugandan children’s stories into 
a narrative book for her senior thesis. 

Samantha Schwartz ’11 traveled to Arusha, tanzania, for three weeks 
putting a self-made pen pal program between SSA Middle School 
students and tanzanian students into action. As part of the Bricks + 
Books Foundation, in which she has been active since 2007, Schwartz 
spent time volunteering at local schools and writing responses to their 
pen pals letters. (see page 26 for more information)

Melissa Wolz ’11 spent three weeks at Pro Vita Orphanage in romania 
as part of the United Planet organization. the orphanage houses 
children, mothers and babies, and adults with both mental and  
physical disabilities. Wolz spent most of her time with a group of  
12 adult women who grew up without normal social contact in state-
run orphanages during the Communist reign and were unable to care 
for themselves. She also spent time building a garden and restoring 
furniture for the community. 

along the banks of the amazon River, 
david Lembersky ’12 worked on ways to 
protect the rainforests.



Schwartz began her relationship with Tanzania in 2007 when 

she traveled the African region with her mother and sister 

as part of a family service trip, where they taught English 

to nursery school students. Schwartz was surprised by the 

conditions that the Tanzanian children faced and was motivated 

to help. “That summer, we, as a family, learned a lot about the 

reality of the educational system in Tanzania. Our students 

struggled to learn English because their teachers did not speak 

English. The porridge that the school served was the only meal 

that many of them would eat during the day. Hundreds of 

children were piled into one classroom, only to share a desk 

with six other students,” said Schwartz. “No one can learn in 

those circumstances.” 

Inspired by her service trip, Schwartz, along with family and 

friends, founded the Bricks+Books Foundation, a nonprofit 

organization that would work to support basic infrastructure 

improvements and aim to create a better learning environment 

in schools in Tanzania, as well as work with local communities 

to help facilitate economic growth. Since its inception, 

Providing a  
different  

kind of HelP

By LIndSay Kovach

In 2009, Form I students at the middle 

School began writing letters to students 

in Tanzania as part of Samantha 

Schwartz’s 2010 Parkin Fellowship, 

which partnered with the Books+Bricks 

Foundation to provide pen pals to 

students in arusha, Tanzania. 

Students in Tanzania read letters from their Shady Side academy pen pals.
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Providing a  
different  



Bricks+Books has raised $25,000 for the construction of one new 

school, funded new latrines for the local community, and worked 

with three additional schools to improve overall infrastructure and 

conditions. 

Schwartz looked to Shady Side Middle School students for 

the help when the opportunity for a Parkin Fellowship presented 

itself, allowing her to focus on a different type of project. “I 

had always thought about starting a pen pal program or a sister 

school program, but had never put that plan into action until I 

learned more about the Parkin Fellowship,” explained Schwartz. 

She devised a plan to introduce the pen pal program to SSA sixth 

grade students. As a result, she received 36 willing participants.  

“I flew into Tanzania thinking that for three weeks I was going 

to work with 36 Tanzanian students and help them write responses 

back the Middle School students, but I was wrong. When I arrived 

the reality of the impact that this pen pal program had really hit 

me,” stated Schwartz. “There were 36 students chosen to write 

back to the Shady Side students based on their English skill. As 

I sat there explaining what we were doing with these 36 students, 

hundreds of other students gathered around to see what was going 

on. As I looked around, I knew what I had to do. I had to get every 

student who wanted to participate an American pen pal.”

Since her return from 

her Parkin Fellowship, her 

idea has really caught on – a 

teacher in California has 

contacted Bricks+Books to 

get involved, and more than 

40 students from Winchester 

Thurston have sent along 

letters as well. Schwartz hopes 

to collectively organize three 

letter exchanges prior to her graduation in June 2011. 

“The Parkin Fellowship gave me the opportunity to bring 

something different to Bricks+Books and create an identity 

within the foundation, but I think the most important thing 

that I have learned is what it means to give in the right way. 

Prior to the established pen pal program, I felt like the only 

impact that could really help the people in Tanzania and 

Bricks+Books was monetary,” said Schwartz. “I didn’t realize 

the absolute power of building relationships with people who 

normally wouldn’t build relationships. Being able to combine 

Shady Side and Bricks+Books has been the perfect end to my 13 

years at the Academy.”

“As I sat there 

explaining what we 

were doing with these 

36 students, hundreds 

of other students 

gathered around to 

see what was going 

on. As I looked 

around, I knew  

what I had to do.”

– Samantha Schwartz

Samantha Schwartz ’11, co-founder of the 
Brick+Books Foundation.
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Tanzanian students hold a sign that says “hello Shady Side academy.”
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Thirteen students filter into math class and quickly 

move to the whiteboards, where the next 30 minutes 

are spent in a fast-paced discussion, filled with 

ideas, questions, solutions and explanations. 

STory and PhoTograPhy 
by LindSay Kovach

Adding Up  
  the new math curriculum
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An array of colorful markers move 

across the whiteboards quickly, with 

the only brief breaks occurring as 

the class attempts to form a general 

consensus about whether the final 

solution is correct. The majority of the 

conversation takes place between the 

students, with Richard Tony, head of the 

Math Department, stepping in only to 

guide unanswered questions in the right 

direction, or to simply advance the group 

on to the next problem. 

But one classroom staple is obviously 

missing – the traditional textbook. 

Instead, students refer to a three-ring 

binder of photocopied problems, hand-

selected by the Math Department. With the 

traditional textbook out of the picture, the 

standard approach to obtaining 

an answer went along with it. 

Instead, most of the problems 

are solved one way on one side 

of the room and another way 

on the other – yet, both answers 

are exactly the same – and 

correct! This is the reinvented 

mathematics curriculum now 

taking place at Shady Side 

Academy’s Senior School. 

Tony believes that the revamped 

mathematics curriculum, which was 

introduced to third form students in 

the fall of 2010, is “an exciting and 

effective way to learn math. Students get 

many opportunities to make conjectures, 

test their claims and analyze ideas from 

their peers. By learning in a more active 

manner, retention and understanding 

improve.” Fourth form students will begin 

seeing the changes in the fall of 2011. 

The curriculum originated from 

materials used at Phillips Exeter Academy, 

Exeter, N.H., but was adapted to create 

a unique set of courses and pedagogy for 

teaching underform students. Overall, the 

new technique uses a discussion-based, 

problem-solving approach, where students 

speak the language of mathematics 

by presenting ideas, displaying their 

work and explaining how they reached 

their conclusions. Emphasis is placed 

on classroom discussion and effective 

communication, intertwined with the 

use of current technology. “Students 

will no longer be listening to the teacher 

and simply memorizing problem-solving 

strategies,” said Tony. “Instead, they 

will be writing, reading and speaking 

math, which ultimately creates a better 

understanding of the subject.”

As in most classes at Shady Side, 

the approach demands that students be 

active contributors. They are expected 

to ask questions, answer questions and 

serve as the prime movers of each day’s 

investigations. The teacher now plays the 

role of facilitator, using hand-selected 

problems to explore topics concurrently 

instead of using textbooks with chapters 

outlined by topic. This allows the teacher 

to customize the problems for each level 

of mathematics, as well as to ensure that 

all areas of the curriculum are evenly and 

properly covered. 

Faculty members base their teaching 

more on the world beyond textbooks 

and less on memorization. Long-term, 

students will realize a balance between 

mathematics as an abstract discipline 

and as an application for use with other 

disciplines. They will realize they are the 

source of their own knowledge, not a 

faculty member or a textbook. “Students 

need to be effective problem-solvers, able 

“Students will no longer be listening  

to the teacher and simply memorizing 

problem-solving strategies.”



to call on skills and ideas from a vast array 

of experiences,” said Jeremy LaCasse, 

head of the Senior School. “They will 

see these concepts in many frames and 

across the curriculum. Our approach to 

mathematics mirrors what we are doing 

in the sciences, in history and English, 

world languages, arts and computer 

sciences. Each of these settings allows our 

students to use the ideas associated with 

effective problem-solving to work through 

the challenges in any given area.” 

The short-term goal of the new courses 

is to prepare students for upper form 

mathematics, namely Trigonometry, 

Precalculus, Calculus and Statistics. 

Students will continue to be required 

to take three years of mathematics, with 

the option for an elective during the 

sixth form. Prior to this year, third form 

students would take Geometry, which has 

now been replaced with Mathematics I, 

and fourth form students took Algebra II, 

which is being replaced with Mathematics 

II in the fall of 2011. 

“I had trouble with the new curriculum 

at the beginning,” said Matthew Hacke ’12. 

“But as I adapted, and sought additional 

help from (math teacher) Mrs. Ament, 

I can now say that I am confident in my 

ability to fully complete these problems 

without hesitation. I also discovered that I 

use my newfound knowledge outside of the 

mathematics classroom, as well.”  

In order to determine the effectiveness 

of the curriculum, the Mathematics 

Department has begun the process 

of pre- and post-testing to measure 

students’ understanding of math concepts. 

“Attitudinal surveys have 

already shown significant 

positive improvement in 

students’ perceptions about 

math,” said Tony. Once the 

new curriculum has been 

in use for several years, the 

department will be able to 

fully analyze student growth 

in mathematics between their 

sophomore and junior years using PSAT 

scores as the metric. Scores from the years 

immediately prior to the roll out of the 

new curriculum will be compared with 

current student performance on the PSAT 

in grades 10 and 11. 

Based on student and faculty feedback 

this fall, some immediate changes were 

deemed necessary. “We have discovered 

through this experience that our students 

learn more when they have appropriate 

lengths of time to work through 

problems,” said LaCasse. “We are looking 

for ways to give our students more time 

like this in the classroom, prompting us 

to shift to a class schedule next year that 

allows for longer periods. This will allow 

our students to do more meaningful 

work in class, with regular and significant 

faculty feedback.” 

As the mathematics class comes to 

an end, Tony tells his students which 

problems to have complete for the next 

class. Some are new problems, while 

others had been worked upon that day, 

but a final answer was not agreed upon. 

Students head to their next class, armed 

with their three-ring binders and the 

confidence to solve problems, present 

and future. 
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“our approach to mathematics mirrors 

what we are doing in the sciences, in  

history and English, world languages,  

arts and computer sciences.”



SHADY SiDe ACADeMY  /  Winter 2010-2011  /  31

Science Curriculum Changes 
Yield Tangible Results
The notion of reinventing the curriculum will sound familiar 

to anyone who knows a bit about the history of Shady Side 

Academy. During the 2005-2006 academic year, the Science 

Department also retooled its curriculum, adopting an approach 

known as Physics First. Previously, students took biology in their 

freshman year, chemistry in their sophomore year and physics in 

their junior year. Now, under the revised curriculum, students 

learn physics their freshman year, followed by chemistry, 

then biology. All coursework is modeling-based, which 

allows students to approach learning as a scientist would, by 

performing experiments, and tracking and analyzing data. 

Research indicates that students taught physics using a 

modeling approach outperform their peers on standardized 

exams, which measure students’ understanding of physics 

concepts. Arizona State University, a leader in developing the 

physics modeling approach, conducted an internal evaluation 

of the effectiveness of teaching physics via modeling using a 

standardized physics test. The test was given to approximately 

10,000 students nationwide and found that those students 

enrolled in a modeling-based curriculum improved their scores 

over that of traditionally taught students by 28 percent the first 

year, and 45 percent after two years. At Shady Side, similar testing 

was completed, resulting in a similar outcome. 

“We also compared chemistry concepts scores of tenth graders 

who took biology in ninth grade with those who took physics in 

ninth grade, and the group who had physics first showed a larger 

overall gain from pre- to post-test. Respectively, 25 percent versus 

48 percent,” said Kathy Malone, head of the Science Department. 

In addition to improvements in the understanding of scientific 

concepts, students’ scientific reasoning skills have also shown 

dramatic increases at Shady Side. Pre- and post-testing have shown 

that SSA freshmen score, on average, the same as college freshmen 

on standardized testing. Also, during the last two years of the 

three-year study, students with lower scientific reasoning scores 

continued to improve their averages in this area. This is significant 

because external research has shown that scientific reasoning 

ability is highly correlated to understanding and to grades in math 

and science. In fact, the department’s testing has also shown that 

student taking physics first demonstrate a 20 percent gain in math 

concept ability than students taking biology in the freshman year. 

Currently, the department is trying to determine what effect this 

might have had on students’ PSAT math scores over the past several 

years. The overall data confirms that the move to a modeling-based 

science curriculum is helping to deepen students’ understanding of 

science, improve reasoning ability and encourage students to make 

connections with other disciplines. 
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Board of  Trustees
new members of the

frederick b. broad and his business 
partner founded Packaging Specialists LLC 
in Greentree, Pa., in 1982. the company is 
currently located in Harmar township and is 
involved in the manufacturing of industrial and 
consumer packaging. Broad holds degrees from 
Ashland University in marketing and economics, 

and serves as a member of the student affairs committee on the 
Ashland University Board of trustees. Broad and his wife, Anne, 
have two children, Kelly and Jeff ’08, and reside in Mt. Lebanon, Pa.  

robert d. ferguson ’92 is director 
of supply chain projects and customer service 
with Del Monte Foods, Pittsburgh. He previously 
worked in consulting for Booz Allen & Hamilton 
and Diamond Management and technology 
Consultants. He holds a B.A. in economics and 
an M.B.A. from Duke University. He resides in 

regent Square with his wife, Laura, and son, Henry, 2. His father, 
Jay Ferguson ’61, is a former Academy trustee. 

Judith w. granato serves as media 
director of Smith Brothers, a Pittsburgh-based 
communications company, directing the strategy 
and execution of traditional media for a wide 
range of local and national clients, including 
Del Monte Foods and H.J. Heinz. She has been 
recognized nationally as an expert in her field 

by ADWEEK and locally with awards from the Pittsburgh radio and 
tV Club and the Advertising Federation. Granato holds a B.A. in 
communications from Point Park University and an M.B.A. from 
the University of Pittsburgh’s Katz School of Business. She and her 
husband, Jerry, live in Fox Chapel, Pa., with their sons, Matthew ’13 
and timothy ’15. 

stephen f. halpern ’74 is president of 
Woodland Management, a family investment office. 
He also has substantial operating and board-related 
experience in several private companies, including 
rita’s italian ice, Leed’s, Bristol iD technologies 
and previously teleCheck Services. Halpern 
received his B.S. and M.B.A. from the Wharton 

School of the University of Pennsylvania. Halpern is a former trustee of 
Shady Side Academy, having chaired the Community Life Committee 
that developed the Declaration for a Diverse and inclusive Community. 
He also participated on the search committees that led to the selection 
of Academy presidents tom Southard and tom Cangiano. Halpern and 
his wife, Linda, have two children, Jonathan ’10 and Allison ’14.  

tracy prizant levy ’84 maintains a 
private practice in dermatology at Dermatological 
Associates and works in two offices in the 
Pittsburgh area. She earned her B.A. from the 
University of Pennsylvania, going on to medical 
school at the University of Pittsburgh, earning her 
degree in 1992. Levy has maintained an active 

leadership role at Shady Side Academy for many years, including a 
previous six-year term on the Board of trustees, and serving on the 
Alumni Council. She and her husband, Dr. Jon Levy ’92, have three 
children, Alexa ’12, Joshua ’14 and Lauren ’18, all SSA “lifers.” they 
reside in the Point Breeze area.

anthony J. ross ’74 is president and chief 
executive officer of ross Development Company 
and is responsible for the day-to-day management 
of the company. He graduated from the University 
of Pennsylvania with a B.A. in history and received 
his law degree from Duquesne University in 1981. 
Prior to his work at ross Development Company, he 

practiced law in the real estate and finance section of Baskin, Flaherty, 
elliot & Manino, and was in-house legal counsel for Oxford Development 
Company. He currently serves on the board of the Sports & exhibition 
Authority of Pittsburgh and Allegheny County, and is a member of the 
finance committee of the United Jewish Federation. ross is married to 
Karen Berman ross ’83, who served as a trustee from 2003 to 2009. 
the rosses reside in Squirrel Hill, Pa., with their three children, Benjamin 
’10, elizabeth ’11 and theodore ’13. 

ozzy a. samad is president of Azroc inc., 
a business conducting proprietary trading in 
public securities markets. His entire career has 
been in the financial services industry, starting 
as a financial consultant at Merrill Lynch, moving 
to retail and institutional sales at PnC Securities 
Corporation, and then becoming a trader/portfolio 

manager for PnC Bank. Samad subsequently became president of 
Atlas Online, an internet financial software start-up company. in 1997, 
he founded Azroc inc. Samad resides in Murrysville, Pa., with his 
wife, Lisa, and two children, Marina ’12 and Harris ’14.

James d. scalo is president and owner 
of Burns & Scalo real estate Services inc., 
as well as many other affiliated companies. 
He graduated from indiana University 
of Pennsylvania with a B.S. in business 
administration as well as the Carnegie Mellon 
University entrepreneur Program. Scalo has 



been a recipient of many awards, including being inducted into the 
nAiOP Western PA Chapter Hall of Fame. He has served on many 
trade associations and civic boards, including Pittsburgh Mayor 
Luke ravenstahl’s economic Development Panel and the Pittsburgh 
regional Alliance. Scalo and his wife, Jennifer, reside in Fox Chapel, 
Pa., with their daughter, ruby ’12.

barbara pippin thai ’83 is medical 
director of care management at University of 
Pittsburgh Medical Center (UPMC), overseeing 
care management and physicians’ effort to 
appropriately flow patients through the system. 
thai received her A.B. from Bryn Mawr 
College and her doctorate from the University 

of Pittsburgh School of Medicine. She has been active at the 
Academy for a number of years, serving on the Alumni Council, the 

Jennifer Asmonga joined the Junior School 
after-school program in fall 2010, having 
been a substitute teacher at the Junior 
School in years prior, as well as co-director 
of Shady Side’s Camp ren. She has a B.S. 
in elementary and special education from 
Clarion University and is currently working 
on her master’s degree. 

Kegan Borland joined the Senior School 
history department as a part-time faculty 
member. He is a 2010 graduate of Kenyon 
College, where he was an academic and 
athletic All-American. He also coaches 
varsity boys and girls swimming. 

Dana Burgard joined the Senior School faculty 
as a German teacher. She recently completed 
the teaching fellows program at Andover 
Academy and, prior to that, spent a year in 
Germany as a Fulbright english teaching 
assistant. She is a graduate of Bates College, 
spending her junior year in Munich. 

Julianne Greece joined the Junior School 
as the full-time school nurse. She is a 
certified trauma nurse and has her B.S. 
degree in nursing from Duquesne University, 
previously working in the pediatric trauma 
unit at Pittsburgh Children’s Hospital. Greece 
was scheduled to complete her school nurse 
certification in December 2010. 

Rhett Jenkins joined the Middle School 
faculty as a teacher of Latin, Form i 
english and sixth grade study of language. 
Jenkins is a graduate of Pitt Honors College 
where he received his bachelor’s degree 
in philosophy and his master’s degree 
in classics. He is currently working on 
his doctoral dissertation about literary 
campaigning in the works of Julius Caesar. 

Jessica Pandocchi joined the Junior School 
after-school program three days a week. 
Pandocchi has experience in several different 
educational settings including All About Kidz 
Child Development Center, His Kids Christian 
School and KinderCare Learning Center. 
She has her bachelor’s degree in elementary 
education from Slippery rock University. 

Kathy Paulk joined the Senior School in 
January 2011 as a sabbatical replacement 
in the math department. She also teaches 
at Carlow University. Paulk is a graduate 
of the University of Pittsburgh, where she 
earned her bachelor’s degree in mechanical 
engineering, master’s degree in industrial 
engineering and completed the secondary 
math teacher program. 

Leah Powers joined the Senior School 
science department as a sabbatical 
replacement for one year. She is a graduate 
of Mary Washington College and the 

University of Virginia, and was previously 
employed at Winchester thurston School 
as a part-time chemistry teacher. She also 
helped coach girls junior varsity soccer. 

Charles Shafer ’06 joined the Senior 
School science department as a sabbatical 
replacement for one year. Shafer recently 
completed his undergraduate degree at 
Williams College, majoring in chemistry 
and english. Shafer also serves as assistant 
coach for varsity boys and girls swimming.  

Kyle Smith joined the Senior School history 
department in fall 2010. He was previously 
employed at Grand Valley State University, 
Allendale, Mich., where he was a visiting 
professor. He completed his undergraduate 
work at Calvin College and received his 
master’s degree from Bowling Green 
University. He is also assistant coach for 
boys varsity basketball. 

Rebecca Stoner joined the Middle 
School mathematics department as a 
sabbatical replacement for one year. 
Stoner was previously employed at 
Propel Charter School in McKeesport, 
Pa., as well as Walker Upper elementary 
School, Charlottesville, Va. She has her 
undergraduate degree from the College of 
William and Mary, and master’s degrees 
in elementary education and mathematics 
education from the University of Virginia.

new faculty and staff

presidential search committee and as a class agent. She resides 
in downtown Pittsburgh with her husband, Dr. ngoc thai, and her 
daughters, Alison ’15 and emma ’18. 

James h. wolf ’70 is CeO of Wolfpac 
technologies, a manufacturer of Versatex trim 
board, and is former president/CeO of napco 
inc. Wolf was previously a board member from 
2003 to 2009, chairing the Finance Committee 
for three years. For the last five years he has 
been co-chairing the SSA Board of Visitors. His 

father, John M. Wolf ’38, is a former trustee as well. Wolf resides 
in Pittsburgh with his wife, nancy. they have two sons, Daniel ’07 
and David ’09. 
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bY SArAH York rubin  /  PHotogrAPHY CourteSY of PerforMerS

The Hillman performing 
   arts series celebraTes iTs

fifTh anniversary
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it’s hard to believe
that the Hillman Performing Arts Series is already celebrating 
its fifth anniversary! the series has grown annually, both in 
scope and audience, and the 2010-2011 season has been 
no exception. this year’s series opened on Aug. 21, 2010, 
with Let the Good Times Roll: A Tribute to Ray Charles. Led 
by Pittsburgh legend roger Humphries, Charles’ former 
drummer, a 17-piece big band jumped and jived through 
some of the best-loved hits. the band performed to a full 
house, and though the temperature outside was setting 
records in Pittsburgh, it was the richard e. rauh stage that 
really packed some heat that evening!

Menopause the Musical®, the second show in the 
series, ran from Sept. 21-26, 2010. this was the longest 
off-broadway run at the Hillman since the center began 
independent programming in 2006. the show drew busloads 
of people from all over the region, and was definitely a hot 
spot for many groups embarking on a “girls’ night out!” (it 
is estimated that nearly 11 million women in 15 countries 
have attended a performance since the show’s opening in 
2001). because Menopause The Musical® encourages a 
healthy dialogue about issues of aging and women’s health, 
the Hillman Center partnered with gilda’s Club of Pittsburgh, 
which works to provide emotional and social support for 
people living with cancer. the Hillman donated 10 percent of 
all merchandise sales directly to gilda’s Club.

the Lula Washington Dance theatre, based in Los Angeles, 
made its way to the stage oct. 16, 2010. in addition to 
performing as part of the Hillman Series, Washington led a 
dance master class for the greater Pittsburgh community at 
the August Wilson Center for African American Culture. Alecia 
Shipman, a representative from the August Wilson Center, 
introduced the performance, noting the clear connection 
between the Hillman Center and the August Wilson Center in 
their efforts to present African American arts in Pittsburgh. 
the talented dance troupe delivered a performance that was 
both elegant and inspiring, and the choreography reflected an 
array of social issues. for example, the piece “We Wore the 
Mask” represented the historic challenges faced by African 
Americans, while “ode to the Sixties,” included music by Jimi 
Hendrix, Janis Joplin and the beatles, which was interposed 
with excerpts from John f. kennedy’s inauguration Speech. 
the performance ended with a standing ovation. 

The Lula Washington Dance Theatre



The hillman performing arTs series 
celebraTes iTs fifTh anniversary
conTinued

on nov. 13, 2010, the series showcased 
its first a cappella troupe, the innovative 
42five. this musical group from orlando, 
fla., originally distinguished themselves 
with a street corner barbershop sound that 
had funk, rock, jazz and blues influences. 
the a cappella quintet recreated the sound 
of an entire instrumental band with nothing 
but their voices – an awe-inspiring feat. 

fans of the tV show Glee went wild for their 
version of Journey’s “Don’t Stop believing.” 
While in Pittsburgh, 42five also performed 
a free concert for Children’s Hospital 
patients and their families.

the series resumes on feb. 19, 2011, 
with the Second City, featuring sketch 
comedy from the originators of the art with 
their trademark rollicking song-and-dance 

42Five
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humor. Audience participation is essential 
for the magic of improvisational comedy, 
so it should be a very entertaining evening. 
on March 19, 2011, Hillman patrons will 
be transported to the 1865 mining town of 
rosebud for a cirque adventure, full of the 
lore of the old west! early mining-inspired 
machines serve as the playground for 
prospectors and adventure seekers in 
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Alice in Wonderland

Cirque Mechanics’ Boom Town, a grand 
adventure created by former Cirque du 
Soleil performers. the 2010-2011 Hillman 
Performing Arts Series concludes on April 
16 with the u.S. premiere of théâtre 
tout à trac’s brilliant, surrealist Alice in 
Wonderland. the internationally-acclaimed 
troupe will present a true masterpiece to 
capture the imagination of young and old 
alike. Alice and crew will travel through 
an upside-down library, where superb 
marionettes steal the show, and pop-up 
books become the set itself! for more 
information on Hillman performances and 
events, visit www.thehillman.org.

 4 |  16 | 2 0 1 1

ALICE IN WONDERLANDTHE SECOND CITY

 2 |  19 | 2 0 1 1  3 |  19 | 2 0 1 1

CIRQUE MECHANICS
 BOOM TOWN

ALL SHOWS START AT 7 PM  |  TICKETS ARE ONLY $15-$35

H I L LMA N  C E N T E R  FO R  P E R FO R M I N G  A RTS
Shady Side Academy  |  423 Fox Chapel Road  |  Pittsburgh, PA 15238

T O  O R D E R  T I C K ET S : 
 w w w . t h e h i l l m a n . o rg  or 4 1 2-9 6 8-3 0 4 0
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Richard A. Feinstein  

is a razor-sharp 

Washington antitrust 

lawyer who has won 

multi-million dollar 

settlements against major 

pharmaceutical and 

computer companies. 

He’s also nice.

’70Richard   
  Feinstein 

bY CriStinA rouvAliS  /  pHotogrApHY bY Steve bArrett
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Director of Bureau of Competition 
for Federal trade Commission



alumni
profile

ow nice?

“Rich is beloved by all. He is as close to a saint as a 

Jewish antitrust lawyer can be.”

That isn’t his great aunt talking.

It’s his boss, Federal Trade Commission Chairman Jon 

Leibowitz, who named Feinstein director of the Bureau of 

Competition in May 2009.

“There’s an adage in Washington that you have to be overly 

aggressive and kind of a jerk and yell at people,” Leibowitz said. 

“Rich disproves that notion. He is enormously respected but calm. 

He shows you can be a decent guy in Washington and succeed.”

Feinstein oversees 200 lawyers in the Bureau of Competition, 

one of three bureaus in the FTC. He switched back and forth 

several times between the public and private sector before landing 

this prestigious government post. 

When he tells people he works for the FTC, sometimes people 

give him a puzzled look. Of course they have heard of the FTC, 

but what’s it do again? 

Feinstein has a ready answer: “The do-not-call rule.”

“Thank you,” people say, grateful for the FTC ruling that lets 

them opt out of telemarketing calls.

“It gives people something they can connect to,” he said. “It 

lets them enjoy their dinners.”

The do-not-call rule was enacted by the FTC’s Consumer 

Protection Bureau. The Competition Bureau that he heads 

doesn’t rein in telemarketers, but it pursues other businesses 

including pharmaceutical companies that stall the introduction of 

generic versions of a drug into the market.

“That is a perfect example of a situation that hits consumers 

directly in the pocketbook,” he said. “The prices drop dramatically 

with generics. We spend a lot of time on preventing the improper 

delay of generics. It is a very high priority of the chairman.”

“Consumers are well-served by a competitive market,” he said. 

“We don’t set prices. We are more like referees. If companies 

compete aggressively but fairly, consumers are better off.”

H

“there’s an adage in 

Washington that you have 

to be overly aggressive and 

kind of a jerk and yell at 

people... Rich disproves 

that notion.” 
- Jon Leibowitz, FTC Chairman
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he boy who moved to Pittsburgh when he was 8 and 

entered Shady Side Academy in third grade didn’t set out 

to be a lawyer fighting for a fair marketplace.

His father, Harry, who managed Warner Brothers movie 

theaters in western Pennsylvania, wanted him to be a doctor. 

Feinstein, a talented writer, had journalistic ambitions. 

Even at a young age, he had a strong sense of fairness as the 

turbulence and social upheaval of the 60s swirled around him. 

His 16th birthday arrived against the backdrop of the Vietnam 

War and the assassinations of Martin Luther King Jr. and 

Robert Kennedy. 

“He was very much committed to the ideas of fairness and 

social justice but didn’t wear it on his sleeve,” said classmate Paul 

Vey ‘70, now a partner with Pietragallo Gordon Alfano Bosick law 

firm in Pittsburgh. 

Feinstein, a soccer and tennis player, attended a 

candlelight vigil in Oakland protesting the Vietnam War. 

He got along with both the activist and athletic crowds, one 

of the few kids in the Class of 1970 who wore both a leather 

jacket and wire-frame glasses. Co-editor of the Shady Side News, 

he wrote an opinion piece asking both sides to respect each 

other’s differences and get along. “I straddled both worlds – 

the jocks and the hippies,” he said.

Despite his popularity, “he went out of his way to make 

friends with kids who didn’t have a lot of friends,” Vey said.  

“He has heart.”

In fact, Vey admired him so much that when they were both 

nominated for a student council position their freshman year, Vey 

voted for Feinstein, costing himself the election by one vote.

t



Vey and Feinstein would play tennis together after class, 

lobbing the ball back and forth as they sparred verbally. “He has 

a wicked sense of humor,” Vey said. “He needles you a little. But 

he always does it with a giant smile, and he looks at you out of the 

corner of his eye and cocks his head. It is never mean. It is always 

well-deserved and genuinely funny. He laughs at himself the same 

way. He is very self-deprecating.”

After graduating from Shady Side, Feinstein headed to Yale 

University, his brown hair almost shoulder-length, to his father’s 

dismay. Feinstein majored in American studies, a combination of 

history and literature, with his senior essay on Norman Mailer. 

He became the sports editor of the Yale Daily News like his 

brother, Steve, who is 10 years his senior. He got a rush out of 

sitting in the press box and writing about sports. Still, he wasn’t 

sure whether he wanted to be a reporter. 

So after graduating from Yale in 1974, he went to law school at 

Boston College. 

Law was a good match with his writing and analytical skills. A quick 

study, he could look at a myriad of small legal details and see the big 

picture clearly, Vey said. Just by chance, Feinstein landed a summer 

job as a law clerk for the Department of Justice’s Antitrust Division, 

and he enjoyed immersing himself in a particular industry.

Upon graduation, he was offered a job in the Antitrust Division, 

first as a trial attorney, then moving up to acting assistant chief 

of the energy section by September 1984. He moved to private 

practice, eventually becoming a partner at McKenna & Cuneo, 

where he developed a specialty in health care, an area 

that was rapidly changing and consolidating. 

“Twenty-five years ago, no one thought 

of health care as an industry,” 

he said. “There was a lot of 

consolidation and private 

antitrust litigation in 

the field, even though 

government antitrust 

enforcement was pretty 

quiet in the 80s.”

In 1998, he was 

named assistant 

director of the Bureau 

of Competition for the 

FTC, staying there until 

2001. He became the lead 

attorney on an antitrust 

lawsuit the FTC filed against a 

major drug manufacturer, claiming 

the company cornered the market on ingredients used for two anti-

anxiety drugs. The company paid a $100 million settlement, the 

largest in FTC history.

He returned to private practice as a partner at Boies, Schiller & 

Flexner before being named to his current FTC post, the biggest 

job of his career. 

He immediately oversaw a headline-making case – the FTC suit 

against Intel, the computer chip maker accused of manipulating the 

market to hurt chip sales of two competitors. Feinstein announced 

at a press conference how Intel had agreed to stop its anti-

competitive practices. 

Feinstein wears the considerable pressures of his job well. 

“He is unflappable” said his older sister, Ellen Esrick of 

Chicago. “He thinks through a decision very clearly. He moves 

on. He doesn’t agonize.”

The tall lean attorney, who has run nine marathons, also 

relieves stress with four-day-a-week runs. 

He manages to strike a balance between a high-powered legal 

career and his family life. He’s married to Pam, a former nurse 

administrator and the chairman of the board of A Wider Circle, 

a nonprofit that helps the homeless. He used to coach baseball, 

basketball and soccer for his two sons, now in their 20s. 

“I don’t know how he did it. He is pretty good at leaving the 

stress at the office,” said his son, Paul, 26, a third-year law student 

at the University of Virginia. “He is one of my best friends. He 

enjoys many of the same funny movies I enjoy, like Dumb and Dumber.”

To be fair, the son of a movie theater manager adores a wide 

range of movies from Cool Hand Luke to Annie Hall to The Big Lebowski. 

But Dumb and Dumber – sure, that’s worth a laugh too. 

“I have an equal opportunity sense of humor,” he said.

He cherishes his Pittsburgh childhood and is a rabid fan of 

the Steelers, Penguins, Pirates and the University of Pittsburgh 

Panthers, the alma mater of both his father (class of 1928) and his 

younger son, David (class of 2009). 
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“He is unflappable... 

He thinks through a 

decision very clearly.  

He moves on.  

He doesn’t agonize.” 
-  Ellen Esrick



His Pittsburgh sports 

memories have deep and 

colorful roots. One of his 

earliest was his father offering 

him tickets to the famous 

1960 World Series. He gave 

Feinstein a choice – Game 6  

or 7. The Pirates were up 3-2 in 

the series against the Yankees, so 

Feinstein picked Game 6, thinking 

there might not be a Game 7. He 

attended a totally forgettable game that 

the Pirates lost 12-0. “I missed by one 

game, one of the most famous games in 

baseball,” he said with a laugh. His mother, 

Sylvia, went to Game 7 instead. He took his bad 

pick with grace. “It was fair enough,” he said.

As an antitrust lawyer, Feinstein has found Washington 

to be a great place to live and work, letting him move from 

private practice back to public service without uprooting his family. 

He took a big pay cut when he left his partnership at a private law 

firm for his government job, a move he says was well worth it. 

“If I was just motivated by money, I wouldn’t be doing this. 

There is a big psychic reward. It is very stimulating when your 

client is the people of the United States.”
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sportsbriefsfall

Girls Tennis – WPiAl And PiAA ChAmPions
by Rachel Diehl ’12

During the 2010 season, the girls varsity tennis team had an astonishing amount of success under head coaches Tom Mercer and Jeff 
Miller. the team beat Fox Chapel twice to become section champions with a perfect season record of 14-0. in the WPiAL Class AAA team 
tournament, SSA won the title, beating Mt. Lebanon 3-2. Both teams qualified for the state championships and met again for the PiAA title, 
with SSA again winning 3-2. in singles competition, senior Sara Perelman won the WPiAL section title and earned a runner-up finish in both 
the WPiAL and PiAA championships, while freshman Kelly Mengel made it to the WPiAL quarterfinals. Junior Alexa Miller and senior Lisha 
Gu won the section doubles title and went as far as the WPiAL quarterfinals.
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Girls soCCer – WPiAl ChAmPions
by Lia Winter ’13

the girls soccer team had a great season, finishing with a section record of 9-3-0 and an 
overall record of 14-4-0. the team was led by captains Aubrey Jaicks and Katie Prochownik 
and coached by Caswell Nilsen and Mary Bushnell. the team started off the year with a 
rigorous preseason in preparation for the tough games to come. the hard work paid off as 
they had a winning season, succumbing to only three losses, two to Springdale and one 
to Greensburg Central Catholic. in the WPiAL playoffs, the girls beat Freedom 4-1 and 
neshannock 2-1 to advance to the semifinals, 
where they avenged their earlier losses to 
Springdale with a thrilling 3-2 shootout victory. 
in the finals, sophomore Lia Winter scored 
the game’s lone goal just after halftime to 
lift SSA to the WPiAL Class A Girls Soccer 
Championship with a 1-0 victory over 
Sewickley Academy. it marked SSA’s first 
WPiAL title in girls soccer. the team advanced 
to the PiAA playoffs, where they defeated 
Wilmington 5-0 in the first round before falling 
to Springdale in the quarterfinals. 

Girls Golf 
by Lia Winter ’13

the girls golf team had another great season this year, coached by Helene Gosse and led by 
captains Kendall Allen and Michelle Bucklew. For the first time in two years, the team lost 
one match all season, being defeated by Fox Chapel. they girls advanced to WPiAL team 
finals at Cedarbrook Country Club, and Allen, Bucklew and Shannon Gramley advanced 
to WPiAL individuals at nevillewood. From there, Allen and Gramley advanced to the PiAA 
regionals in Blairsville, Pa., where Allen won first place for the third year in a row, and 
Gramley placed 13th. Allen continued on to the PiAA Championships in York, Pa., and 
after two days of very competitive golf, she placed fourth in the state, her highest finish yet. 
the girls look forward to another successful season next year, only losing two seniors and 
returning their top five players.

Boys Golf
by Harrison Hirsh ’11

the boys golf team finished the 2010 
season 10-3. With most of the low 
scores coming from underclassmen 
on the team, the future looks bright. 
SSA was led by junior captain Brendan 
Gramley, while seniors Tyler Jewart 
and Ben Fownes played a big part 
in the team victories. Senior Max 
Rosen had this to say about the 
2010 season: “i would not call the 
season a success because we did 
not play to our full potential. Yet, 
despite the disappointment, our 
biggest accomplishment was our win 
in the last match of the year against 
Knoch, earning us a second-place 
finish in the section and advancing 
us on to the WPiAL playoffs.” the 
team also recognized the talent shown 
by sophomore Troy Berglund, as he 
posted some of the best scores on 
the team, actually shooting a 34 at 
the Fox Chapel Golf Club. rosen said, 
“troy posted solid scores almost every 
match, and posted some low scores 
to win our crucial matches. the team 
has young potential all over the place 
with Gramley, Berglund, Harrison 
Gottlieb, Chad Trice and Ryan Mengel 
all playing solid golf.” the future looks 
promising for the boys golf team. 
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sportsbriefs

Boys soccer 
by Lia Winter ’13

The boys soccer team had a good 
season with an overall record of 12-
4-2 and a section record of 9-4-1. 
The boys were coached by Harry 
Fleishman and the team captains were 
Sam Swarts, David Currie and Grant 
Demand. The first real challenge of 
the season was Mars, who they beat 
2-1. The team also tied Quad A Fox 
Chapel on Homecoming day, which 
was a great achievement. They finished 
the season fourth in the section and 
narrowly missed qualifying for WPIAL 
playoffs. The boys are looking forward 
to next season and are hoping to make 
a solid run in the 2011 playoffs. 

footBall
by Jake Ellis ’12

the football team had another successful season in 2010, making the WPiAL playoffs for the 
fourth consecutive year. Led by a strong group of five seniors, Harrison Hirsh, Frank Rocks, 
Nick Loyacona, Anthony Loyacona and Grant Foley, SSA battled to a 5-4 overall record 
that was highlighted by the 56-0 Homecoming victory against West Shamokin. With their 
playoff lives at stake, the team rallied to win four consecutive conference games, starting 
with Homecoming, and ensuring a playoff appearance with a hard-fought win at Summit 
Academy late in the season. Starting quarterback and captain Reggie Mitchell amassed 850 
all-purpose yards and five touchdowns to lead the team offensively. Senior captains Hirsh 
and the Loyacona brothers anchored a defense that allowed an average of 13 points per 
game. Unfortunately, the boys succumbed to a loss against the undefeated Aliquippa Quips 
in the first round of the WPiAL Class A Championships. Overall, this year’s seniors did a great 
job leading the team to perform at its best, and with a young, but now experienced, team 
returning, Shady Side football hopes to maintain the winning tradition again next season.   

Girls Cross Country
by Emily Lamm ’12

With more fresh faces than returning runners, it seemed like a rebuilding year for girls cross 
country. the roster included 18 runners, 10 of whom had never run competitively before. 
nevertheless, with hard work, the girls truly came together to make history. Facing fierce 
competition from both Freeport and Greensburg Central Catholic within the section, runners 
had to make great strides to persevere. Led by captains Christina Policastro, Jennifer 
Nguyen and Emily Lamm, the team was able to remain undefeated and win the WPiAL AA 
Section iV Championship for the second consecutive year. When asked to reflect upon the 
season the day before the WPiAL Championship, coach Sue Whitney exclaimed, “Oh, it’s 
been awesome, no matter what the outcome of WPiALs! no one in the section expected us to 
be as strong as we were.” the following day, a team consisting of Shamika Dighe, Christina 
Policastro, Sara Policastro, Kristen Olander, Ali Sarner, Liz Roll, Lamm and nguyen 
rallied at the District 7 championship. nearly all of the runners achieved personal bests, but 
ultimately fell short of qualifying for the PiAA Championship by a mere 24 points. Placing 
seventh overall team out of 40 teams, the girls walked away with a sense of accomplishment 
nonetheless. individually, Lamm placed sixth overall and qualified for states, where she 
finished 71st of 283 runners with a time of 21:15.



SHADY SiDe ACADeMY  /  Winter 2010-2011  /  45

Boys Cross Country
by Grant Foley ’11 and Jack Bagamery ’12

the boys cross country team continued its competitive streak with a strong regular season 
and peaking at the WPiAL championships. in the regular season, the team compiled an  
8-1 record, finishing 7-1 in the section. Led by senior captains Christian Harchelroad 
and David Jimenez and junior captain Jack Bagamery, the team attended a number of 
invitationals, including the red, White and Blue invitational, the Carlisle invitational, the 
Central Catholic invitational and the tri States Coaches’ invitational. Yet, the climax of season 
came at the WPiAL Championships at Cooper’s Lake. A week prior to the championships, 
the team competed at the tri States invitational, which is typically a good indication of how 
WPiAL will turn out, as both meets are run on the same course. Unfortunately, the team  
did not perform as well at the invitational as they had hoped. However, one week later at 
WPiALs, the varsity squad, consisting of Bagamery, Harchelroad, juniors Adi Krupski,  
Rowdy Kanarek, David Lembersky, sophomores Max Young and Matt Ferree, and freshman 
Adam D’Angelo, implored an aggressive early race strategy and finished fifth, missing a team 
PiAA qualification by a mere 20 points. each runner ran significantly faster than the week 
before and really showed team spirit and competition. individually, Bagamery placed second 
and qualified for states, where he ran well enough to get on the medal stand, finishing 14th. 
next year, the boys will look to return to the state meet, with six of seven varsity runners 
returning in 2011.       

field HoCkey 
by Alexis Concordia ’12

the SSA field hockey team did outstanding 
this fall, ending the regular season as the 
section champions with a record of 18-2. 
the highlight of the season was beating 
Greensburg Central Catholic, which had five 
boys on the team, for the section title. Down 
2-1, SSA tied the game up with only a few 
minutes remaining, then scored the game-
winner with 16 seconds left on the clock. 
the team qualified for the WPiAL playoffs, 
where they fell to ellis 1-0 in the semifinals. 
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alumnieventswinter 2010-2011

Alums Hit tHe ice
While the day after thanksgiving is 
traditionally the day to start holiday 
shopping, the tradition at Shady Side 
Academy is to host the annual Alumni 
Hockey Game. More than 15 alums laced 
up their skates and hit the ice at the roy 
McKnight Hockey Center, joining former 
teammates in a friendly competition. 

Doug thompson ’73, mary ellen costa and Roland criswell ’95

Jack O’malley ’95 and liz Pohl ’97 Andy Bennett ’78, Joe Weis ’78 and David Bennett ’42

Greg Ott ’88, Ashley Dalton Forsyth ’99, sarah 
Feldman ’05 and eric Hellberg ’05. 

Brooke smith, Woody Rosenbach ’79 and Academy 
President tom cangiano

Alumni GAtHeR in tHe  
city OF BROtHeRly lOve
On nov. 29, 2010, more than 25 alumni 
gathered at the Palomar Hotel in downtown 
Philadelphia to reconnect with each other 
and re-engage with their alma mater. the 
event welcomed new Academy President 
tom Cangiano as the speaker. Future 
alumni gatherings will be held in Chicago, 
Washington D.C., Florida, Boston and new 
York throughout winter and spring 2011.

FAll DOWntOWn luncHeOn
Academy President tom Cangiano spoke to SSA alumni at the Fall Downtown Luncheon, 
held at the Allegheny HYP Club in downtown Pittsburgh on nov. 10, 2010. Cangiano shared 
his thoughts on his first six months as Academy president, as well as what the future holds 
for the Academy. 



On Oct 21, 2010, members of the Shady 

Side Academy Founders Society were invited 

to a reception in their honor, held at the 

mansion at Hartwood Acres, with President 

Tom Cangiano as the featured speaker.

Cangiano and his wife, Linda, welcomed 

more than 70 guests to the festive, fall 

event in the great room of the mansion. 

Mary Ellen Costa, Board of Trustees vice 

chair for development, presented the 

Spirit of Philanthropy Award to Slo and 

Mike Casey ’70 for their outstanding 

commitment, leadership and service to the 

Academy. Founders Society chairs Franny 

’79 and Desmond O’Connor presented the 

new giving levels and graciously thanked 

the Founders Society members, Lifetime 

Founders and EITC donors for their 

leadership support. 

Shady Side Academy Founders Society 

members contribute more than 75 percent 

of the total dollars raised for the Blue & Gold 

Fund each year through their leadership gifts 

of $1,883 or more, upon which Shady Side 

Academy relies for continued advancement in 

all areas of school life.

BY riCK MunrOe ‘84

PHOtOGrAPHY BY JAMeS KnOx

FOunDeRs sOciety enJOys  
RecePtiOn At HARtWOOD AcRes

President tom cangiano

Board of trustees member Ozzy samad enjoys a 
laugh alongside larry Gumberg, trustee emeriti 

President tom cangiano congratulates slo and 
mike casey ’70, recipients of the first ever spirit 
of Philanthropy Award.

current parents mary and Jay cleveland Jr.

Founders society chairs Franny ‘79 and Des O’connor 
with mary ellen costa, Board of trustees vice chair  
for development 

susan and eric Garrard ’87 with Board of trustees 
member Kara conomikes ’87

mitch Brourman, Board of trustees member Jon Kamin ’91 
and craig Wolfanger

linda cangiano, Angela Kamin and sally Wolfanger SHADY SiDe ACADeMY  /  Winter 2010-2011  /  47



48   /  Winter 2010-2011  /  SHADY SiDe ACADeMY

1940
Ben Dangerfield writes: “My wife,  
Dorothy, and i are still happily  
enjoying our household, including our 
granddaughter and great-grandsons.  
We travel when possible.”

1941 
Jim Lawther reports: “i am still alive and 
trying to improve my golf score.”

1944
Frank Bailey writes: “i have read 40 books 
so far this year, so i am very confused.”

1952
Lou Friedman reports: “My formative years 
at Shady Side were tremendously important. 
i think of them, and all the people involved, 
constantly. thank you.”

1955
George Graham reports: “Sally and i 
discussed ‘old times’ at SSA with Dick 
Royston ’50 and Joe Reineman ’50 at 
trinity College on the occasion of their  
55th reunion. We also saw Carol and  
Wade Close. in addition, Ann and Bill 
Collins stopped by for a visit during a 
couple of sweltering hot days in July. 
Bill and Ann were on one of their 
famous road trips, and included in their 
itinerary was a trip to Ann’s hometown of 
Marietta, Pa., situated on the west bank 
of the Susquehanna river. Our home in 
Downingtown is only about an hour to 
the east. Bill is fully retired now from the 
railroad industry, having worked at the 
B&O - C&O, but spending quite a long 
stint in top management at the Canadian 
national in Ottawa. We had a great visit for 
two days with plenty of time to recount ‘old 
war stories’ from our days at Shady Side.”

1959
Rick Taylor writes: “When will i start feeling 
old? Here i am, 68 years old with one 
bypass operation under my belt and...”

1960
Terry Morton writes: “i recently moved to 
new england after 45 years in Annapolis, 
Md. i retired in 2002 from U.S. navy, 
materials/structures r&D.”

1961
Jim Haber has been elected as a member of 
the national Academy of Sciences and was 
awarded the 2011 thomas Hunt Morgan 
medal for lifetime contributions in genetics 
by the Genetics Society of America.  

1962
Kirk Baird reports: “the Bairds have four 
grandchildren ranging from 15 months to 
10 years old. We’re looking forward to an 
indefinite stay with the youngest and her 
mother at our home in Connecticut. Finally, 
we just returned from nebraska where we 
saw ‘the harvest’ and a great nebraska 
victory over Missouri. there is nothing like 
85,000 fans and a sea of red.”

The Rev. Glenn E. Derby reports: “i have 
recently retired after 30 years as a priest 
in the episcopal Church. Prior to entering 
ordained ministry, i taught high school and 
coached football for five years. We remain 
in Brainerd, Minn., the location of my last 
church. i have kept busy with fishing, 
boating, reading and traveling – usually 
to see the five children and their families, 
which include seven grandchildren. i am 
actually thinking of coming back for our 
50th reunion, as i haven’t been back 
since graduation!”

Fred Half writes: “retirement has 
continued to be both fulfilling as well as 
busy. Cherie and i spent six weeks in 
France this past summer. Four of the six 
weeks were in Paris, living in an apartment 
that we had traded our house for, and 
the other two in the Alsace region around 
Strasbourg, doing family history research 
and wine tasting. After our return we happily 
entertained our daughter, Lauren, and five-
year-old grandson, nathan, during a family 
event. Later we welcomed our son, Jonah, 
daughter-in-law, emily, and two of our other 
grandchildren, eli, 5, and Madeline, 2, in 
order to attend a longtime family friend’s 
wedding here in California. We recently 
spent a week in Providence, r.i, taking 
care of our youngest granddaughter, Brynn, 
while our youngest daughter, Julie, attended 
a professional conference. Our son-in-law, 
Josh, joined them and our other children 
in rhode island for another family event 
Halloween weekend. even though i still try 
to root for the Pirates, which is hard when 
there hasn’t been a winning season for 
almost 20 years, i have over the last 40 
years, since moving to the San Francisco 

Included in this section are news items received through Nov 1, 2010.

1935
Roger F. Williams lives with his wife in 
Connecticut and is finishing up a house 
in the Colorado rockies. Williams 
has two sons, a daughter and two 
grandsons. He travels frequently from 
Connecticut to Colorado, often stopping 
in Pittsburgh. He is still active in the oil 
and gas business.

Above: Williams with his grandson 
Willie Carroll, 7, at the Sandusky Yacht 
Club in Sandusky, Ohio, celebrating 
his 94th birthday.

classnotes
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Bay Area, been an ardent Giants fan. Being 
part of their first championship has been 
an unbelievable experience. i am looking 
forward to our 50th reunion in less than two 
years. remember that our door is open to 
visitors or locals alike.

1965
John Fallat writes: “i will retire two years 
after i die. i have just become the new head 
of school at nova School in Olympia, Wash.”

1966
Bill Latimer reports: “Susanne and 
i visited Pittsburgh in late October. i 
hadn’t been back since the early 1980s. 
We flew in thursday and met Don 
McCormick for drinks after work. On 
Friday, we visited both the Senior and 
Middle School campuses. We met many 
faculty and administrators, all of whom 
we extremely gracious. rowe Hall was 
much improved since the renovation, but 
certain of the quaint old touches like the 
stairwells remain. Many of the people 
we spoke with recall the legends of our 

day, including Jones, Gregory, thorpe 
and Abercrombie. We visited Bayard 
House, which is now administrative 
offices, and saw the alumni history room. 
We contributed a reprint of a magazine 
article from the 1920s era detailing the 
opening of the Senior School campus. i 
walked through Curry Gymnasium and 
met the current football coach. there 
was a home game that evening, but we 
had tickets to the Penguins and Flyers 
at Consol energy Center. We sat directly 
behind the Penguins penalty box, which 
saw plenty of action in the first few minutes 
of the game. We even appeared several 
times on the broadcast on nHL network. 
Susanne was amazed at the architecture 
of the Middle School. We saw the mural 
that was uncovered in the room where 
Cam Witherspoon did his best to teach 
us U.S. History. On Saturday, we drove 
to the Junior School campus and Sterrett 
School in Point Breeze to complete the 
cycle of my educational experience. We 
rode the Duquesne incline and had a 
wonderful dinner at Monterey Bay Fish 
Grotto on Mount Washington that evening. 
All in all, the trip was very special and full 

of memories. Many parts of Pittsburgh 
remain as i remembered them from the 
1950-60s, and many have changed. Your 
memory can play tricks on you, as it took 
me a day to realize all the street cars, 
tracks and overhead wiring were gone, 
as were many of the cobblestones that 
lined the tracks. i didn’t recall how hilly 
Pittsburgh is either, as it seemed like any 
direction you went was up or down some 
sort of hill.”

Jeff Varadi writes: “there was not a lot of 
news from the troops this time around. 
But it does look like Bill Latimer and his 
wife, Susanne, had a great time during 
their recent visit to Pittsburgh. i hope 
that we all have a great time in fall 2011 
when we congregate at Shady Side for 
our 45th reunion. We had a very good 
turnout for number 40 and i, for one, am 
looking forward to seeing even more of our 
classmates this time.”

1967
Philip C. Rogers reports: “My son, Josh, 
was married this fall in Chautauqua, n.Y., 
to a wonderful young lady, Heidi Falder. 
My wife, rachel, and i met there in the 
summer of 1968 and are looking forward 
to our 40th wedding anniversary this June. 
Five years ago we built a summer home in 
Chautauqua, just in time to reacquaint with 
Sam Succop, our classmate for one year. i 
hope others will also find the time to stop in 
for a visit.”

1969
Eric Allon, an attorney with Bernkopf 
Goodman LLP, was recently recognized for 
a fifth consecutive year as a Massachusetts 
Super Lawyer, a designation that only five 
percent of attorneys in Massachusetts 
achieve. For the last two years, Allon also 
was recognized as a Super Lawyer in 
real estate law. those who have worked 
with Allon appreciate his commitment to 
producing the best results for his clients and 
his passion for the practice of law. One client 
recently wrote, “We would not even consider 
using anyone else to represent us in real 
estate matters.” Another client praised Allon 
for being “creative and efficient, thinking of 
every angle in a negotiation or a contract, 
leveraging his extensive experience to get 
to the right result,” and another noted his 

1959
Fred Parkin and John Duff, on behalf of the SSA Board of Visitors, presented former 
Academy President tom Southard with a navy blue leather motorcycle jacket with a yellow 
SSA logo and the title “road Captain” on it. Southard was so excited that he bought 
Parkin’s Harley Davidson road King Classic and had it shipped from San Francisco to 
Florida! now Southard and his wife, Donna, are fully outfitted for their breakfast rides.

Left to right: Jim Wolf ’70, John Kramer ’57, tom Southard, Fred Parkin ’59 and  
John Duff ’59
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classnotes
“uncanny ability to anticipate and plan for 
problems, and thereby avoid or minimize 
them.” Allon has more than 20 years of 
experience in real estate and business law 
with particular emphasis on commercial 
leasing, acquisitions, management and  
sale of properties, residential and 
commercial development and financing 
transactions, including extensive  
experience in loan workouts.

1970
Doug Day writes: “Doug Day, Bill Seagren 
and Andy Hollinger gathered in new 
Hampshire to sing Shape I’m In in  
honor of J. Parker Berg.”

1977
David Gray writes: “i attended the Junior 
School from 1966 to 1970, and i was a 
member of the cohort of 1977. i am now 
a married father of two, a researcher for 
the federal government of Canada, and a 
professor of economics at the University 
of Ottawa in Ontario. if any of my former 
classmates can recollect me, and if they 
are so disposed, i would be interested in 
touching base and re-establishing contact 
after a hiatus spanning four decades. My 
e-mail address is dmgray@uottawa.ca.”

1978
Tim Hennessey reports: “Greetings from 
our nation’s capital! i was asked to be part 
of a team working with the Small Business 
Administration, stress-testing their loan 
procedures so the agency can scale to 
meet the growing volume from President 
Obama’s stimulus plan. it’s pretty exciting 
stuff. Hope to connect with some fellow 
SSA alums here in D.C.”

1979
Rich Walker reports: “if anyone gets to 
the Smithsonian national Air and Space 
Museum in Washington, D.C., you can 
see a couple of aircrafts that SSA alumni 
helped design: the X-45A Unmanned 
Combat Air Vehicle by Kathy Walker ’76 
and the Dark Star UAV by Rich Walker.”

1980
Attorney and Mediator Jeffrey Pollock 
recently announced his imminent 
candidacy for east end Magisterial District 
Judge in Pittsburgh’s 7th and 14th wards 
for the May 17, 2011, primary election. 
Pollock was elected to the boards of the 
Pittsburgh new Works Festival and Squirrel 
Hill Meals on Wheels during this past year.

1981
Dan Schreiber reports: “i actually have 
some news, so i thought i’d write in! After 
getting off to a slow start with the whole 
marriage/family thing, i am making up for 
lost time. i was married to Laurie Mittenthal 
on July 23, 2007; we had our first child on 
July 21, 2008; and just had identical twin 
girls, Alexandra and Samantha, on April 1, 
2010 (no fooling!). i may never have time 
to write in again, but we hope to make it to 
the 30th reunion.”

John Goldblum writes: “Our oldest son, 
Andrew, just started at emory where he is 
studying biology (pre-med, of course!). the 
unusual part is he made the varsity soccer 
team as a freshman goalie and is best friends 
with George Stewart’s nephew, who also 
made the team as a freshman. My wife, 
Asmita, and i are doing very well in Cleveland, 
where i have been chair of pathology for 
almost 10 years. We have two sons, ryan, 
17, and raedan, 10, both of whom go to 
University School (the old enemy). My lone 
daughter, Janavi, 13, is in eighth grade at 
Hathaway Brown, which is an exceptional all-
girls school in Shaker Heights, Ohio.”

John Tadler writes: “On Oct. 15, 2010, 
i was promoted to lieutenant with the 
Allegheny County Police Department, 
and was named District ii commanding 
officer, responsible for South Park, White 
Oak Park, round Hill Park and the county 
airport. Mary, Molly and i still live in 
emsworth, Pa., and we celebrated Molly’s 
first birthday in September.”

1985
Deirdre Byrne writes: “A lot of changes 
for us this year! After spending the 

winter in Cape town, South Africa, we 
moved from Maine to Silver Spring, Md., 
in June 2010, to allow me to accept a 
position at the national Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration. Since 
July 2010, i have been working at the 
national Oceanographic Data Center as a 
team lead in marine data stewardship. i 
commute to work on the Metro, which is 
a very refreshing change from driving. My 
husband, Chris, is telecommuting from 
Maryland to Woods Hole Oceanographic 
institution, where he is on the technical 
staff. Our son, Jake, 3, adjusted quickly to 
Maryland and became a committed ‘pool 
rat’ this summer, spending all afternoon 
swimming at the community club and 
running around with a little gang of other 
3- and 4-year-olds. Our first weekend 
in Maryland included a city sewer main 
backup into our basement, and since 
then we’ve had a couple of multi-day 
power outages, a flood and various other 
adventures in modern living that somehow 
we thought we might escape here in 
‘civilization.’ We miss the beauty and 
serenity of Maine, but this part of Maryland 
is actually very green and lovely, and it’s 
fun to be so close to the Smithsonian 
museums and the national Zoo, and all 
that exciting stuff. We’ve even made some 
friends through the swim club (where we 
are known simply as ‘Jake’s mom and dad,’ 
an experience i assume is familiar to many 
of you). We are living less than two miles 
outside the Beltway and i know there must 
be a lot of fellow SSA alums in the vicinity, 
but have yet to meet any. i have, however, 
run into a lot of Steelers fans, which makes 
quite a nice change after 13 years in 
northern new england and Cape town, 
where we are few and far between.”

1986
Dr. Michelle Clayton, who has worked to 
combat child abuse as a pediatric forensic 
specialist at Children’s Hospital of the 
King’s Daughters (CHKD), was named 
the 2010 influential Woman of the Year at 
the recent influential Women of Virginia 
luncheon held by Virginia Lawyer’s Weekly. 
the nomination praised Dr. Clayton 
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as working to bridge the gap between 
medicine and child abuse investigation 
and prosecution. For the past seven years 
she has been associated with the child 
abuse program at CHKD, performing 
hundreds of consultations with police and 
social service officials and prosecutors 
on cases. A passionate advocate for the 
prevention of child abuse, Dr. Clayton also 
serves on a number of state and local 
boards dedicated to stopping abuse and to 
improving the lives of children.

1988
Peter Ackerman, who co-wrote the movies 
Ice Age and Ice Age 3, has written a 
children’s book called The Lonely Phone 
Booth, which is now available in stores 
and on Amazon.com. it is about the last 
remaining phone booth in new York City 
and has been beautifully illustrated by 
Argentinean illustrator Max Dalton. A 
perfect gift for all ages!

1989
Treloar Doyle Tredennick writes: “the 
biggest news in our lives at the moment 
is that our 3-year-old just learned how to 
ride his bike without training wheels and 
our 5-year-old seems to be handling the 
five full days of kindergarten well. nothing 
earth shattering, but all good stuff. My 
husband and i just enjoyed a week long trip 
to London last month, which was fantastic. 
Parents need some time off too!”

Debbi Dameshek Francl reports: “i have 
had a great year in 2010. i got married 
(Laurel Gerber Schechter, Staci Sarkin 
and Sarah Adkins Svoboda were there!) 
and had a baby, Hailey. Also, Jenny Cousin 
just had twins, Cooper and Winnie. that’s 
fun news.”  

David Close writes: “Halloween was huge. 
My ladies and i spent way too much money 
on fake spider webs, foam head stones 
and plastic spiders. Phoebe, 7, dressed 
up as a mean witch, and Darby, 5, rocked 
the slightly nicer witch look. Aside from 
Halloween, the family has been perfecting 
youth soccer games, local festivals, 
Atlanta Braves and thrashers games. As 
always, please e-mail me with updates: 
shadyside1989@gmail.com”

1990
Pieter Wycoff writes: “Greetings from 
Seattle! i recently left Microsoft after 12 
years to work at Valve, which is also located 
in Seattle. My wife, Lisa, and i are expecting 
our second child in May.” 

Jamie Beckerman writes: “i’m working as a 
cardiologist in Portland, Ore. i also work as 
the ‘heart expert’ at WebMD.com, and am 
active on twitter and in the blogosphere. i 
am excited to be publishing my first book, 
The Flex Diet, in January 2011 with Simon 
and Schuster. the concept of the book 
is that the best way to get healthier is by 
making small, realistic changes that you 
can live with. Personalization and flexibility 
are key, hence the title. i’m getting a lot of 
exciting reviews so far and have booked 
appearances on The Today Show and  
Better TV, and am hoping to continue  
to get the word out.”

Laura Appleman just celebrated her son 
Graham’s first birthday. Laura lives with her 
husband, David Friedman, in Portland, Ore., 
where they are both professors at Willamette 
Law School. She enjoys hanging out with 
her old classmate Jamie Beckerman, his 
charming wife, Stacie, and his two  
energetic boys, Jack, 5, and Henry, 3.

1993
Andy Gerber is vice president of 
development for Centurion Partners, a 
real estate development and investment 
firm based in newport Beach, Calif. He 
writes: “My girlfriend, Jill, and i, along with 
our dog, Jefferson, live near Aspen, Colo., 
where my company has an office. Our firm 
has recently developed luxury residential 
and hospitality projects in San Diego and 
Aspen, and we are now in the process of 
acquiring upscale and luxury hotels across 
the country. in my spare time i ski and 
mountain bike as much as possible.”

Rob Mullin, his wife, Brooke, and daughter, 
Abigail, have all moved back to Pittsburgh 
after several years in new York City. 

Erin (Mancuso) Smith writes: “We are 
expecting another baby, a little boy! He is 
due nov. 11, 2010. i’m still enjoying life as 
an emergency room doctor and have been 
working at the same hospital for more than 
six years. i plan to take 12 weeks off after 

the little guy arrives but then will head 
back to work full-time again.”

1994
Mary Hinchliffe is teaching math and 
art at Morgantown Learning Academy, 
Morgantown, W.Va.

1995
Tony Calandra reports: “Jamie and tony 
are the proud new parents of their second 
child, Frank Calandra iV.”

1996
Adam Gurson writes: “in June 2010, my 
wife, Cathy, and i joyfully celebrated the 
birth of our first son, Oliver. i continue to 
work in software engineering and as a flight 
instructor, for fun, on the weekends.”

Jenn Steinfeld will be honored in 
Providence, r.i., in november 2011 as the 
first recipient of the Julie Pell Award for 
social action.

1997
Amy (Sciulli) Terrill and her husband, 
Scott, welcomed a second little boy to their 
family last fall. Sawyer robert was born 
Oct. 30, 2009. His older brother, Jackson 
Swenson, born July 2, 2007, was thrilled 
to have another boy in the family. they 
currently reside in Little Silver, n.J. 

1996
Roxy Bruno wed Seamus Lamb on 
May 29, 2010. the wedding took place 
at the Biltmore and was attended by 
several Shady Side alumni.
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classnotes
1998
Jno Hunt was married to Kristine Long 
on April 24, 2010, whom he met while 
attending the University of Michigan. 
Alumni in attendance included Gianna 
Hunt ’95, Ryan Rich ’99 and Justin 
Atkinson ’99. Jno and Kristine are loving 
their new home in ross township, Pa. 

2002
Journeys School faculty member Kate 
Schelbe, who teaches middle school 
Spanish, has been awarded a fully-funded 
fellowship to the 2010 Summer institute 
for early Career teachers offered by the 
Klingenstein Center for independent 
School Leadership, teachers College, 
Columbia University. this distinguished 

award, granted to 75 teachers annually, 
provides faculty with a program of intensive 
study, specifically designed to make early 
career teachers more effective leaders in 
the classroom and throughout the school 
through an exploration of teaching styles, 
educational philosophies, issues and 
personal development. 

Sarah Steinfeld has recently transferred 
to Columbia Law School, where she is 
beginning her second year. 

2003
Jessica Basta writes: “i’m teaching high 
school Spanish at Queen Anne School in 
Maryland, where i also serve as director of 
community service. i love living in Virginia 
and staying in touch with other SSA alums.”

2004
Sam Lemonick met up with Patrick 
Cendes, Teddy Orringer, D.B. Mitchell and 
Richard Donahue in new Hampshire for a 
rocking Carrie Underwood concert.

2005
Benny Shaffer writes: “After graduating 
from Columbia University in 2009, i 
spent last year in Kunming, China, on 
a Fulbright research Fellowship, where 
my project focused on documentary 
filmmakers working in rural ethnic minority 
communities. i have since moved to  
Beijing, where i am working as a writer  
and translator for LEAP, a bilingual 
magazine of Chinese contemporary art. 
recently, some friends and i started a 
blogging and event-planning project called 
pangbianr.com, which explores the lived 
culture of making art, music, film and 
food in China. in my spare time, i am also 
working on a number of video projects, 
including making a music video for a young 
band in Beijing called Birdstriking, who 
describe their music as ‘life force punk 
noise.’ in november, i plan to take a trip 
to Shanghai to visit Ms. Shao, whose class 
at Shady Side had a profound impact on 
the course my life has taken. i regret that i 
was unable to make it to the Class of 2005 
reunion this fall, but Beijing is pretty far 

1997
Beth Appleman writes: “exciting news from the Class of 1997! On May 29, 2010, 
we celebrated the Pittsburgh wedding of Leena Ahmad to Jason Matthews, a 
graduate in theater from Point Park University. the newlyweds met at the wedding of 
Leena’s cousin, Sarah Aziz, four years ago. the wedding was attended by longtime 
friends Sarah Gelman, Alexandra Compare, Sarah Aziz and myself. Leena moved to 
Manhattan in 2005 for her internal medicine residency at nYU Medical Center and 
completed her fellowship in endocrinology at Albert einstein College of Medicine in 
June 2010. the couple is excited to move back to the Pittsburgh area, where Leena will 
be in endocrinology private practice at Heritage Valley Sewickley Hospital.

We were sad to lose Sarah Gelman from new York City to the Pacific northwest last fall, 
as she transitioned from her job as a publicity manager at the Alfred A. Knopf imprint of 
random House inc., where she had worked for eight years, to one as a public relations 
manager for Amazon. At Amazon, she manages Pr for, among other things, books! She 
is having a blast in Seattle, and is especially enjoying the outdoors with her new puppy, 
Lucy. Alexandra Compare moved to nYC in 2006 after completing her M.B.A. from 
Wharton, and is currently working as a consultant at Hawk Partners. She is traveling 
all around the country, as well as in europe, but we try to keep our monthly book club 
meetings going. 

As for myself, i am back in nYC since July 2008, after finishing my residency in 
veterinary internal medicine at UPenn. i am now a staff internist at Fifth Avenue 
Veterinary Specialists, and love living in the city. 

Hope everybody is doing well, and be sure to look us all up if you are in nYC, Seattle  
or Pittsburgh!” 
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from Pittsburgh. i do hope to catch up with 
the Shady Side crew, especially the  
Croft boys, when i’m back home for  
the holidays.”

Amir-Hussein Firouz Radjy reports:  
“After working for a year abroad in the 
UAe and then egypt, i just began my 
master’s in modern Middle eastern studies 
and Persian this fall at the University of 
Oxford. in all probability, i will focus on 
modern iranian history.”

Jamie Jackson writes: “i am now living 
in Virginia and run a web design and 
multimedia consulting firm based in Virginia 
Beach. i will be a first-year grad student at 
regent University as i pursue my Master of 
Divinity beginning in January.”

2006
Charles Petredis graduated from Penn 
State University with a major in finance, 
a minor in economics and as two-year 
portfolio manager of the $4.3 million  
nittany Lion Fund. 

Jay Mangold and his girlfriend of six years, 
Bonnie Foley, were engaged in April 2010 
and plan on getting married Dec. 31, 2011, 
in Phoenix, Ariz. After graduating from 
Colby College in May, Mangold enrolled at 
the College of William and Mary School of 
Law, where he is currently a first-year law 
student. Although tough, he really enjoys 
studying law and living in Williamsburg.

Whitney Menarcheck writes: “i graduated 
from SJU this past May and am finally back 
in Pittsburgh. i’m going for my master’s 
in counseling psychology at Chatham 
University and also working as a graduate 
resident director. i love being back in the 
‘Burgh! i had an awesome summer of 
relaxing until my job and classes started, 
and even got to see Ms. Whit on Chatham’s 
campus. i’m hoping to get involved in 
the SSA community again by substitute 
teaching once i’m more adjusted to grad 
school and working.”

Alexa Geistman reports: “i am living in new 
York City with Becky Klein and Morgan 
Geistman and work for an online media 
agency called Adconion Media Group. this 
summer i traveled to Germany, Croatia and 
Greece with classmate Remy Mars and my 
two roommates, after we all graduated.”

Becky Klein writes: “i graduated in May 
from the University of Michigan and am 
currently attending Columbia University 
for my master’s in clinical social work. 
i was fortunate to enjoy some leisurely 
traveling this summer to Germany, Greece 
and Croatia with three former classmates 
at SSA: Morgan and Alexa Geistman and 
Remy Mars. the Geistmans and i currently 
live on Wall Street, and we love the city!”

Zach Horne writes: “i graduated from the 
George Washington University in 2009 
with a B.S. in chemistry and am now a 
second-year medical student at GWU. i’ll 
be graduating in 2013 with my M.D. and 
hope to return to Pittsburgh to complete 
my surgical residency at UPMC. i’m 
currently working with the Heart, Lung and 
esophageal Surgery institute at UPMC, 
conducting research on the surgical 
resection of lung cancer. in addition to my 
studies, i’m currently pursuing my Class  
A skydiving license in my spare time. it’s  
the perfect antithesis to long days in the 
library and clinic.” 

Maggie Bodenlos reports: “i graduated 
in May from Allegheny College with a 
bachelor’s in psychology and minor in 
women’s studies. i am currently in a post-
bac program at the University of Pittsburgh 
for speech-language pathology. After this 
semester i will be applying to master’s 
programs for speech-pathology, in which 
i hope to enroll next fall. eventually my 
goal is to work as a speech pathologist, 
primarily with special needs children in a 
clinical setting.”

Marjorie Harmon writes: “i graduated magna 
cum laude, Phi Beta Kappa from Davidson 
College in May. (My timely graduation was 
somewhat in question because during the 
spring semester, my appendix ruptured 
forcing me to have emergency surgery. 
then a few weeks later, i had to have my 
gall bladder removed. in total, i missed over 
a month of school!) i am currently working 
for UPMC in their financial management 
program. i have moved to an apartment 
in Shadyside, where i am living with my 
roommate from Davidson. We were paired 
together freshman year, lived together for 
four years and have continued that pattern 
as she begins Pitt Med School.”

Leah Briston writes: “Hey SSA! this past 
summer i worked for Crossroads for Kids, a 
summer camp serving the inner city Boston 
area. that experience changed my life, and 
it is a place where i hope to return. My next 
adventure begins in February when i will 
be leaving for Uganda to serve as a science 
teacher for 27 months for the Peace Corps. 
i miss SSA and especially at this time of 
year – soccer season.”

Thomas Hatzilabrou reports: “i am 
currently a first-year medical student 
at University of illinois at Chicago, and 
i graduated with a B.S. in biology from 
University of illinois at Chicago. this 
summer i went to Puerto rico where i 
hiked el Yunque rainforest, which is the 
only tropical rainforest in the U.S. national 
Forest system. it was absolutely stunning. i 
also was a summer camp counselor, drove 
to South Carolina for a week, and made 
a short video on alcohol and drug abuse. 
in between study groups and anatomy 
dissections, my time is equally spent 
perfecting my Modern Warfare 2 skills and 
laughing at the kids on Jersey Shore.”

Urvit Goel reports: “i graduated from 
Carnegie Mellon University and am 
working at UPMC. i am working in 
the financial management program, 
specializing in international ventures. i 
went to europe this summer for vacation. 
if anyone else is back in Pittsburgh after 
graduation, feel free to reach out.”

2009
Alexandra Petredis is a mathematics major 
at Vanderbilt and Christian Petredis is 
attending Penn State Schreyers Honors 
College, studying finance and accounting.  

Note: Class Notes are submitted by alumni, 
family and friends and are not verified 
by the editor. Shady Side Academy is not 
responsible for the information contained in 
Class Notes.



ALUMNI
Ralph C. Bailey ‘44
Charles W. Baird Jr. ‘43
Robert F. Benson ‘37
Robert W. Crutchfield ‘28
William M. Gardner Jr. ‘48
John W. Hamilton ‘51
Douglas Paul Hinds ‘60
James C.C. Holding III ‘51
William H. Latimer Jr. ‘39
John Oliver ‘37
Dr. Joseph M. Steim ‘50
Robert N. Waddell Jr. ‘46

FAMILY, FRIENDS AND FORMER 
FACULTY MEMBERS
Jerome Apt Jr., father of Jerome “Jay”  
Apt iii ’67

Anthony “Tony” Botti, former faculty 
member

Lea Colangelo, mother of faculty member 
Cari Batchelar 

William Hennessey, father of Michael W. 
’73 and timothy J. Hennessey ’78

James C. Taylor, father of Chris taylor, 
Middle School head cook

Lelia Totton, mother of Jetsy rickling ’80

Ralph C. Bailey ’44
ralph C. Bailey, 84, passed away Oct. 1, 
2010. Born in Philadelphia on July 6, 
1926, he was the son of the late ralph H. 
and ruth Cooper Bailey. He was raised in 
Clairton, Pa., where he attended public 
schools grade 1-10 and graduated from 
Shady Side Academy in Pittsburgh. He 
served in the U.S. navy from 1944-1946. 
Bailey later received a B.A. from Brown 
University, an S.t.B. from Boston University 
and an M.S.W. from Smith College. He 
served as minister to Methodist churches 

in new Hampshire (1950-1954) and to 
Unitarian-Universalist churches in Queens, 
n.Y., and Danbury, Conn. (1954-1970). He 
also worked as a clinical social worker with 
the Massachusetts Department of Mental 
Health at the former northampton State 
Hospital (1972-1980) and in Springfield, 
Conn. (1980-1988). He volunteered at 
Arcadia nature Center and the Food 
Bank of Western Massachusetts, as well 
as served on the board of directors at the 
Broad Brook Coalition and the Lathrop 
Community, and was a member of the 
northampton Housing Partnership. Bailey is 
survived by his wife of 60 years, esther rea 
Bailey; his daughter, Althea Bailey Peterson 
of Durango, Colo.; his son, Alan rea Bailey 
of Washington state; and his grandson, 
Shane eric Peterson. He was predeceased 
by his sister, Alison Cleary. 

[information excerpted from the  
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette]

ChaRles W. BaiRd JR. ’43
Charles W. Baird Jr., 84, of Wilmington, 
n.C., passed away May 6, 2010. Baird 
was born June 23, 1925, in Pittsburgh, 
son of the late Charles W. Baird Sr. and 
Adelaide Archibald Baird. Baird served 
in the U.S. Army during World War ii and 
graduated from the University of Pittsburgh 
with a bachelor’s degree in business 
administration and a master’s degree 
in education. He was a member of the 
American Legion in Pittsburgh for more 
than 40 years and a vice captain with the 
Pittsburgh Coast Guard Auxiliary for 24 
years. He is survived by his wife of 43 years, 
evelyn Brennan Baird; sister, nancy Baird 
taylor of Ocala, Fla.; niece, nancy Clark 
Bell of Wilmington, n.C.; and five great-
nieces and great-nephews. 

[information excerpted from the  
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette]

RoBeRt F. Benson ’37
robert F. Benson passed away Sept. 25, 
2010, at age 90. Benson was a graduate 
of Shady Side Academy and Princeton 
University. He served in the U.S. Army 
during World War ii and Korea, and had a 
career in purchasing with U.S. Steel until 
his retirement. He was the husband of the 
late Lois Stockton Benson, and father of 
Maryann (Adam) Grodecki, robert, Laura 
and Bruce Benson. 

[information excerpted from the  
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette]

RoBeRt W. CRutChField ’28
robert W. Crutchfield passed away Oct. 
24, 2009, at the age of 98. He was born 
Oct. 4, 1911, in Sewickley, Pa. He was 
a Shady Side Academy and Princeton 
University graduate and was in the produce 
and insurance business in the rio Grande 
Valley for almost 40 years. He was a loving 
husband to Sue Crutchfield, who died in 
1974, and toni Crutchfield, who died in 
2006. He is survived by his three children, 
Susan Crutchfield, Steve Crutchfield and 
Sally rohrbach, all of Houston, and many 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren. 

[information excerpted from the Monitor]

William m. GaRdneR JR. ’48
William Marshall Gardner, 79, of Ligonier, 
Pa., passed away May 1, 2010. Gardner 
was born July 22, 1930, in Pittsburgh, 
son of the late William Marshall and May 
Haverty Gardner. His parents founded 
the former Gardner Display Company in 
1930. they were successful at the Chicago 
Fair in the 1930s and the World’s Fair in 
1938. in 1939, they founded the former 
toyad Corporation in Latrobe. Gardner 
started his education in the public schools 
in Pittsburgh, but due to poor eyesight, 
his parents enrolled him in Shady Side 
Academy to help him grow scholastically. 

The Academy expresses its deepest sympathy to the families of the following Shady Side Academy alumni and friends. 

Although we are unable to include remembrances of all, we sincerely value the special involvement in and contributions to 

the Shady Side Academy community during their lives. These listings are current through Nov. 1, 2010. 

inmemoriam
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He graduated from Shady Side Academy 
in 1948. He went on to graduate from 
Bowdoin College in Maine in 1952, with 
honors, having majored in political science 
and classical Greek. While there he was a 
member of theta Delta Chi fraternity. Upon 
graduation from college, he was drafted 
by the Army during the Korean War and 
served in Pusan, Korea. After the military, 
he enrolled in the University of Pittsburgh 
Law School, where he graduated first in his 
class in 1957. While there he was editor-
in-chief of the Law review and received 
the Order of the Coif. it was there that he 
met esther Currie, a chemical engineering 
student, whom he married in Heinz Hall 
on June 11, 1955. He then joined the 
former rose, rose and Houston law firm in 
Pittsburgh. Upon his father’s unexpected 
death, he stopped practicing law and took 
over the family business. Gardner sold 
toyad Corporation in 1982. Personally, 
he was an excellent bridge player and 
belonged to the Ligonier Bridge Club. He 
was also a member of the Ligonier rotary 
Club for more than 25 years. in addition to 
his parents, he was preceded in death by a 
brother, Col. richard Marshall Gardner. He 
is survived by his loving wife of 55 years, 
esther Currie Gardner; two sons, William 
M. “Billy” (Debbie) Gardner and Adam 
C. (Michelle) Gardner, all of Ligonier; five 
grandchildren, Billy, Ben, Addie May, Alex 
and Jude Gardner; a sister, Helen tuttle, of 
north east, Pa.; and numerous nieces  
and nephews. 

[information excerpted from the  
Pittsburgh Tribune-Review]

douGlas paul hinds ’60
Douglas Paul Hinds passed away July 
15, 2010, in Davis, Calif. Born in new 
York City, Hinds grew up in Fort Collins, 
Colo., and Pittsburgh, Pa. As a teen, 
Hinds earned a prestigious scholarship 
to Shady Side Academy in Pittsburgh, 
going on to Duke University. At Duke, he 
pledged Kappa Sigma, lettered in soccer 
and made the dean’s list. A 1968 graduate 
of the University of Pittsburgh School of 
Law, Hinds distinguished himself early 

on by becoming the youngest appointed 
chief litigation council to the GSA, and 
earned many awards and commendations 
through the years. He served in leadership 
positions in legislative counsel and civil 
litigation, and worked in Washington, D.C., 
until relocating to California in 1979, where 
he opened and oversaw the only branch 
litigation office for the navy. He was also 
a veteran of the Coast Guard reserve. 
referred to as “super fan” by the Duke 
student newspaper in his undergraduate 
years, Hinds was an original “Cameron 
Crazy,” who stayed loyal to the basketball 
program even through difficult times. He 
was renowned for his passionate displays 
of support and attended many games even 
after moving to California. After retiring, he 
lived part-time in Durham. He also loved 
the San Francisco Giants and held season 
tickets. He was predeceased by his father, 
“Mac” Bernice McKinley Hinds, and his 
mother, iris e. Hinds. 

[information excerpted from  
Raleigh News & Observer]

James C.C. holdinG iii ’51
James C.C. Holding iii of Allison Park, 
Pa., died Oct. 17, 2010. He was 77. He 
attended Shady Side Academy and in 1955 
received a bachelor’s degree in english 
from Yale University, the school from which 
his father graduated. Holding was hired by 
the Bell telephone Company after college, 
working in the public affairs division. He 
worked in Pittsburgh and Warren, where he 
served as that office’s district manager. He 
worked for Bell for 32 years until he retired 
in 1987. Holding served on the boards 
of several humanitarian and community 
organizations, among them the American 
red Cross, Junior Achievement, the Greater 
Pittsburgh Convention and Visitors Bureau, 
Grantmakers of Western Pennsylvania and 
the Audubon Society. He was active with 
the Private industry Council of Pittsburgh 
and Allegheny County, the Pittsburgh rotary 
Club, the Greater Pittsburgh Chamber of 
Commerce and the Western Pennsylvania 
Conservancy. Holding is survived by his wife 
of 59 years, Barbara; son, James Holding 

of Warren; daughter, Janet Giallourakis 
of north Olmsted, Ohio; daughter, Laurie 
Holding of Gibsonia; 10 grandchildren; and 
one great-grandchild. He was preceded in 
death by his mother, Janet Spice; father, 
James C.C. Holding Jr.; and brother, Donald 
A. Holding. 

[information excerpted from  
Pittsburgh Tribune-Review]

William h. latimeR JR. ’39
William H. Latimer Jr. died May 5, 2010, 
at the age of 88 in Delray Beach, Fla. A 
resident of Pittsburgh for 60 years, he 
was a graduate of Shady Side Academy, 
Harvard College and Harvard Law School. 
During World War ii, he served as a 
gunnery officer in the United States navy. 
Latimer spent his career with Mellon Bank 
in Pittsburgh as vice president of the trust 
Department. He moved to Florida in 1982 
as president and CeO of Mellon Bank, 
Florida, from which he retired in 1986. 
He was a member of the Seagate Beach 
Club, the Country Club of Florida and 
the Little Club of Gulfstream, where he 
enjoyed having three holes-in-one. During 
his career Latimer was active in many 
civic and professional organizations. He 
was potentate of Syria Shrine, president of 
Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh, chairman 
of the trust Division of the Pennsylvania 
Bankers Association, vice president of the 
Civic Light Opera Association, president 
of the Pittsburgh Athletic Association and 
president of the board of trustees of the 
Shadyside Presbyterian Church. An avid 
golfer, he was a member of the Oakmont 
Country Club and the Fox Chapel Golf Club 
for 30 years. He is survived by his wife of 
37 years, natalie M. Latimer; two sons by 
a previous marriage, William (Susanne) 
Latimer iii and Michael (Cindy) Latimer; 
three step-children, Cynthia (William) 
Kerschbaumer, Diane (eugene) natali and 
robert (Sharon) Kelly; one grandchild; eight 
step-grandchildren; and four step-great-
grandchildren. He was preceded in death 
by his son, Charles Latimer.

[information excerpted from the Pittsburgh 
Post-Gazette]



John oliveR ’37
John B. “Jack” Oliver, 91, died July 4, 
2010, in Washington, D.C. He was born 
February 27, 1919, in Pittsburgh, Pa., 
the son of Augustus Kountze Oliver and 
Margaretta Wood Oliver. He attended 
St. Paul’s School in Concord, n.H., 
Shady Side Academy and graduated 
from Yale University, where he was the 
captain of the squash team. He served 
as a lieutenant in the U.S. navy during 
World War ii and entered the U.S. 
State Department after the war. Shortly 
thereafter, he took a job as an analyst for 
the fledgling Central intelligence Agency, 
where he worked until 1970. After that, 
he worked briefly for ralph nader and 

the investors responsibility research 
Center, before retiring to Vermont in 1980. 
Survivors include his wife of 29 years, 
nancy n. “Bobbie” Oliver; four children, 
Gus, Lisi, Peter and John B. Jr.; three 
stepchildren, Lisa, nina and Chip Chapin; 
and two grandchildren. 

[information excerpted from the  
Herald of Randolph]

RoBeRt n. Waddell JR. ’46 
robert Waddell Jr. of Portsmouth, n.H., 
formerly of Hot Springs, Va., passed 
away Oct. 13, 2010. He was 81 years 
old. He was born in Pittsburgh on Jan. 
30, 1929, and was a graduate of Shady 

Side Academy and Bucknell University. 
He served in the United States navy and 
spent his business career with Connecticut 
Mutual Life insurance Company in 
Pittsburgh and Columbus, Ohio. He and 
his family enjoyed time in Delray Beach, 
Fla., and summers in Chautauqua, 
n.Y. Waddell led an active life as an 
accomplished pilot, golfer and trap and 
skeet shooter. He was an avid reader and 
lifelong Pittsburgh Steelers fan. He is 
predeceased by his wife of 60 years, Sally 
Heinz Waddell, and was the father of the 
late Bobby Waddell, rick (Cate) Waddell, 
Gretchen (Steve) nazaruk, Louise (Chris) 
Duprey, randy (noreen) Waddell and nine 
loving grandchildren.
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inmemoriam

if a student came into the Shady Side Academy Middle School library, 
plopped down on a big floor cushion and declared, “i hate to read,” librarian 
Audrey Ashworth took that as a challenge.

“She really helped to make sure this was a community of readers,” said 
her colleague, Martha Banwell, an english teacher. “it didn’t matter whether 
the kids came in as readers or not.”

Her magic in getting students to read was getting to know the students. 
By knowing their own interests, she was able to recommend books that 
appealed to them.

“She knew every kid. She knew every faculty member,” said Ms. Banwell. 
“She worked hard to stay up-to-date with what was happening in young adult 
literature and had an extensive grounding in the classics.”

Shady Side Academy president thomas Cangiano said, “She made the 
library the hub of middle school life.”

Her ties to the students were so strong that even after she learned she had 
the cancer that resulted in her death 19 days after diagnosis, she returned to 
the school to meet with her sixth-grade advisees.

Mrs. Ashworth died Dec. 14 in her Fox Chapel home at the age of 58.
Mrs. Ashworth was born in Fleetwood, england. She and her husband, 

Graham, met at a Fleetwood church as teenagers and married when she was 
19 and he was 21. the two decided to move to texas in 1983 so that Mr. 
Ashworth could teach at a Christian school.

“We basically sold everything we had and came to America with 10 
suitcases and a 6-year-old son and just started over again. We felt it was a 
ministry to do that,” said Mr. Ashworth.

three years later after a second son was born, Mr. Ashworth accepted a 
math teaching position at Shady Side Academy Senior School. For much 
of their time at Shady Side, the family lived on campus, helping with the 
residential students. Both of their sons attended Shady Side, and one of 
them, Aaron, now teaches there.

As the children grew, Mrs. Ashworth, who had been a full-time homemaker, 
decided to pursue her degrees, first earning a bachelor’s degree in psychology 
and early childhood education from Liberty University, her husband said.

in 1992, Mrs. Ashworth was hired as a 
middle school library assistant at Shady Side. 
While working, she completed a master’s 
degree in library science at the University of 
Pittsburgh in 1994, he said.

in 1997, she became head librarian at the 
middle school. 

Amy nixon, head of the middle school, has three children who had Mrs. 
Ashworth as a librarian.

“She could always just say a word or two in her very clear British accent 
that would bring a smile to any child’s face or any adult for that matter,” Ms. 
nixon said. “She was very funny. She was very observant, very thoughtful, 
but also very firm and clear. For someone who works with middle-school 
age children, there’s no better combination.”

thomas Southard, who retired in the summer after serving for 10 years 
as the academy’s president, said she knew the students and the literature so 
well that she could not only recommend a book but also add, “ ‘be sure to 
check out Chapter 3; that’s one that’s going to mean a lot to you.’ ” He said 
adults relied on her as well. “She was there to not only tell you at times what 
you’d like to hear but at times what you needed to hear,” Mr. Southard said.

in June, she received the academy’s Posner Award for Meritorious 
Faculty Performance.

Besides her husband and son Aaron [SSA ’03], of Fox Chapel, surviving 
her are her son Simeon [SSA ’94] of Dupont, Wash.; her father, Kenneth 
Wood of Fleetwood; a brother, Kenneth Wood Jr. of Leyland, england; and 
one granddaughter. 

[Copyright ©, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, 2011, all rights reserved. reprinted with permission.]

The Audrey Ashworth Memorial Fund has been established to support Middle 

School library initiatives. To make a gift, please make your check payable to 

Shady Side Academy, write “Audrey Ashworth Memorial Fund” on the note 

line, and mail it to the Office of Institutional Advancement using the enclosed 

postage-paid envelope. Or call 412-968-3044 to make a gift by phone.

audRey ashWoRth: Head Librarian at Shady Side Academy Middle School
By eleanor Chute



February 4-5 7:30 p.m. Senior School Winter Musical, Rauh Theater, Hillman Center

February 6 2 p.m. Senior School Winter Musical, Rauh Theater, Hillman Center

February 15-17 4-9 p.m. Blue & Gold Phonathons, Kountz Theater, Hillman Center

February 16 7- 9 p.m. PK and K Acceptance Reception for new Parents, Junior School

February 18  Evaluation Day, No Classes, All Three Schools

February 19 7 p.m. Hillman Performing Arts Series Presents The Second City, Rauh Theater, Hillman Center

February 21  Presidents’ Day, Academy Closed

February 22  Party for newly accepted PK and K children, Junior School

February 23 7:30 Senior School Winter Band Concert, Rauh Theater, Hillman Center

February 24  Alumni Gathering, Washington, D.C., metropolitan area

February 25  7:30 p.m. Middle School Winter Musical for Parents and Guests, Middle School

March 2 7:30 p.m. Senior School Winter Choral and Strings Concert, Rauh Theater, Hillman Center

March 8 6:30 p.m. Reception for Newly Admitted Students and Parents (Grades 9-12), Senior School

March 9 7- 8:30 p.m. Reception for Newly Admitted Students and Parents (Grades 6-8), Middle School

March 12-28  Spring Break, All Three Schools, Classes Resume March 29

March 19 7 p.m. Hillman Performing Arts Series Presents Cirque Mechanics Boom Town, 
 Rauh Theater, Hillman Center

April 14  Grandparents’ Day, Middle School

April 15  Grandparents’ Day and Lynne Voelp Reed Day, Junior School

April 16 7 p.m. Hillman Performing Arts Series Presents Theatre Tout A Trac’s Alice in Wonderland,  
 Rauh Theater, Hillman Center

April 21 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. Alumni Association Spring Downtown Luncheon 

April 22  Good Friday, Academy Closed

April 27 9-11:30 a.m. Admissions Open House for Prospective Parents, Middle School

April 29 10 a.m. Junior School/Middle School Concert, Junior School

April 30 11 a.m.-1 p.m. Admissions Open House for Prospective Families, Senior School

May 2-5 4-9 p.m. Blue & Gold Phonathons, Kountz Theater, Hillman Center

May 4 8-9:30 p.m. Senior School Honors Band Concert, Rauh Theater, Hillman Center

May 5 9-10:30 a.m. Admissions Open House for Prospective Parents, Junior School

May 6 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Board of Visitors Annual Meeting, Wean Room, Hillman Center

May 11 8-9:30 p.m. Senior School Honors Choral and Strings Concert, Rauh Theater, Hillman Center

May 14 4-9:30 p.m. Untucked Festival and Concert, McKnight Hockey Center

May 19 7:30 p.m. Middle School Spring Concert, Rauh Theater, Hillman Center

May 22 12:30-2 p.m. Middle School Form II Cookout, Eastover

May 27  Junior School Evaluation Day, No Classes

May 30  Memorial Day, Academy Closed

June 5 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. Fifth Grade Graduation Picnic, Eastover

June 6  Junior School Field and Picnic Day, 11:30 Dismissal
 Middle and Senior Schools, No Classes

June 7 9:30 a.m. Junior School Moving Up Ceremony and Kennywood Day, 11:30 Dismissal
 Middle School Kennywood Day, 12:30 Dismissal

June 8 9:30 a.m. Junior School Closing Exercises, 11:30 Dismissal
 Middle School Athletic Awards Day, 12:30 Dismissal
 Senior School, No Classes

June 9  Middle School Closing Exercises, McKnight Hockey Rink
 Senior School, No Classes

June 10 9 a.m. Senior School Commencement, Senior Quad

Shady Side Academy events are subject to change. For the most current information, please visit www.shadysideacademy.org/calendar

calendarofevents
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