Middle School

Summer Reading
2021

ACADEMY
FORM Il SUMMER READING LIST 2021

Directions: Students will read at least four books this summer for summer reading. In addition to the all-
form book, students will select three texts from among this list. A student may not read more than one
graphic novel. Otherwise, students are free to select three books from anywhere on the list.

All-form book, required for all incoming 8th graders

Cooper, Candy J and Marc Aronson

Poisoned Water ISBN: 978-1547602322
As part of a plan to save money, government officials decided that Flint would temporarily switch its
water supply from Lake Huron to the Flint River. Within months, many residents broke out in rashes.
Then it got worse. Despite what seemed so apparent from the murky, foul-smelling liquid pouring
from the city’s faucets, officials refused to listen.

Classics

Alcott, Louisa May

Little Women
Grown-up Meg, tomboyish Jo, timid Beth, and precocious Amy. The four March sisters couldn't be
more different. But with their father away at war, and their mother working to support the family,
they have to rely on one another.

Card, Orson Scott

Ender’s Game
Ender, who is the result of genetic experimentation, may be the military genius Earth needs in its war
against an alien enemy.

Christie, Agatha

The Murder of Roger Ackroyd
Roger Ackroyd knew too much. He knew that the woman he loved had poisoned her brutal first
husband. He suspected also that someone had been blackmailing her. Then, tragically, came the news
that she had taken her own life with an apparent drug overdose.

Frank, Anne

Anne Frank: The Diary of a Young Girl
For the two years, until their whereabouts were betrayed to the Gestapo, the Franks and another
family lived cloistered in the “Secret Annexe” of an old office building. Cut off from the outside
world, they faced hunger, boredom, the constant cruelties of living in confined quarters, and the
ever-present threat of discovery and death.
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Goldman, William

The Princess Bride
Westley, a farm boy, goes off to seek his fortune shortly after declaring his love for Buttercup, the
most beautiful woman in the world, but their relationship is put to the test when his ship is captured
by pirates and she is summoned to become the bride of the prince.

Tolkien, J.R.R.

The Hobbit
Bilbo Baggins, a respectable, well-to-do hobbit, lives comfortably in his hobbit-hole until the day the
wandering wizard Gandalf chooses him to take part in an adventure from which he may never return.

Woodson, Jacqueline

If You Come Softly
After meeting at their private school in New York, fifteen-year-old Jeremiah, who is black and
whose parents are separated, and Ellie, who is white and whose mother has twice abandoned her, fall
in love and then try to cope with peoples' reactions.

Realistic Fiction

Buxbaum, Julie

What to Say Next
When an unlikely friendship is sparked between relatively popular Kit Lowell and socially isolated
David Drucker, Kit asks David for his help figuring out the how and why of her father's tragic car
accident.

Lippincott, Rachael

Five Feet Apart
Seventeen-year-olds Stella and Will, both suffering from cystic fibrosis, realize the only way to stay
alive is to stay apart, but their love for each other is slowly pushing the boundaries of physical and
emotional safety.

Quick, Matthew

Boy 21
Finley, an unnaturally quiet boy who is the only white player on his high school's varsity basketball
team, lives in a dismal Pennsylvania town that is ruled by the Irish mob, and when his coach asks
him to mentor a troubled African American student who has transferred there from an elite private
school in California, he finds that they have a lot in common in spite of their apparent differences.

Reynolds, Jason

Miles Morales, Spider-Man
Brooklyn Visions Academy student Miles Morales may not always want to be a super hero, but he
must come to terms with his identity--and deal with a villainous teacher--as the new Spider Man.

Reynolds, Jason

Long Way Down
As Will, fifteen, sets out to avenge his brother Shawn's fatal shooting, seven ghosts who knew
Shawn board the elevator and reveal truths Will needs to know.




Schmidt, Gary

Orbiting Jupiter
Joseph, a father at 13, has never seen his daughter, Jupiter. After spending time in a juvenile facility,
he's placed with a foster family on a farm in rural Maine. Here Joseph, damaged and withdrawn,
meets 12-year-old Jack, who narrates the account of the troubled, passionate teen who wants to find
his baby at any cost. In this riveting novel, two boys discover the true meaning of family and the
sacrifices it requires.

Sonnenblick, Jordan

Curveball: The Year I Lost My Grip
After an injury ends former star pitcher Peter Friedman's athletic dreams, he concentrates on
photography which leads him to a girlfriend, new fame as a high school sports photographer, and a
deeper relationship with the beloved grandfather who, when he realizes he is becoming senile, gives
Pete all of his professional camera gear.

Stone, Tamara Ireland

Every Last Word
Samantha McAllister looks just like the rest of the popular girls in her junior class. But hidden
beneath the straightened hair and expertly applied makeup is a secret that her friends would never
understand: Sam has Purely-Obsessional OCD and is consumed by a stream of dark thoughts and
worries that she can't turn off.

Venkatraman, Padma

A Time to Dance
Veda, a classical dance prodigy in India, lives and breathes dance—so when an accident leaves her a
below-knee amputee, her dreams are shattered. For a girl who’s grown used to receiving applause for
her dance prowess and flexibility, adjusting to a prosthetic leg is painful and humbling.

Watson, Renée

Piecing Me Together
Tired of being singled out at her mostly-white private school as someone who needs support, high
school junior Jade would rather participate in the school's amazing Study Abroad program than join
Women to Women, a mentorship program for at-risk girls.

Science Fiction and Fantasy

Adeyemi, Tomi

Children of Blood and Bone
Seventeen-year-old Zélie, her older brother Tzain, and rogue princess Amari fight to restore magic to
the land and activate a new generation of magi, but they are ruthlessly pursued by the crown prince,
who believes the return of magic will mean the end of the monarchy.

Bacigalupi, Paolo

Ship Breaker
In a futuristic world, teenaged Nailer scavenges copper wiring from grounded oil tankers for a living,
but when he finds a beached clipper ship with a girl in the wreckage, he has to decide if he should
strip the ship for its wealth or rescue the girl.



Graudin, Ryan

Wolf by Wolf
The year is 1956, and the Axis powers of the Third Reich and Imperial Japan rule. To commemorate
their Great Victory, they host the Axis Tour: an annual motorcycle race across their combined
continents. Yael, a former death camp prisoner, has witnessed too much suffering, and the five
wolves tattooed on her arm are a constant reminder of the loved ones she lost. The resistance has
given Yael one goal: Win the race and kill Hitler.

Meyer, Marissa

Cinder (or any in the series)
Cinder, a gifted mechanic and a cyborg with a mysterious past, is blamed by her stepmother for her
stepsister's illness while a deadly plague decimates the population of New Beijing, but when Cinder's
life gets intertwined with Prince Kai's, she finds herself at the center of an intergalactic struggle.

Okorafor, Nnedi

Akata Witch
Twelve-year-old Sunny Nwazue, an American-born albino child of Nigerian parents, moves with her
family back to Nigeria, where she learns that she has latent magical powers which she and three
similarly gifted friends use to catch a serial Killer.

Shusterman, Neal

Dry
The drought—or the Tap-Out, as everyone calls it—has been going on for a while now. Everyone’s
lives have become an endless list of don’ts: don’t water the lawn, don’t fill up your pool, don’t take
long showers. Until the taps run dry. Suddenly, Alyssa’s quiet suburban street spirals into a warzone
of desperation; neighbors and families turned against each other on the hunt for water.

Shusterman, Neal

Scythe or its sequels
A world with no hunger, no disease, no war, no misery: humanity has conquered all those things, and
has even conquered death. Now Scythes are the only ones who can end life—and they are
commanded to do so, in order to keep the size of the population under control.

Uehashi, Nahoko

The Beast Player
Elin's family has an important responsibility: caring for the fearsome water serpents that form the
core of their kingdom's army. So when some of the creatures mysteriously die, Elin's mother is
sentenced to death as punishment. With her last breath, she manages to send her daughter to safety.
Alone and far from home, Elin soon discovers that she can communicate with both the terrifying
water serpents and the majestic flying beasts that guard her queen. This skill gives her great power,
but it also involves her in deadly plots that could cost her life.




Historical Fiction

Gratz, Allen

Allies
It is June 6, 1944, D-Day, and Dee Carpenter, an underage private in the United States Army, is
headed for Omaha Beach, seeking revenge for his uncle, who was arrested by Nazis when Dee was a
little boy; meanwhile, Samira Zidano, an eleven-year old French-Algerian girl is looking for the
French resistance, desperate to deliver the message that the invasion is about to begin, and get their
help in freeing her mother--this is the most important day of the twentieth century, and both children
want to fight, and survive.

Hesse, Monica

Girl in the Blue Coat
In 1943 Nazi-occupied Amsterdam, teenage Hanneke--a 'finder' of black market goods--is tasked
with finding a Jewish girl a customer had been hiding, who has seemingly vanished into thin air, and
is pulled into a web of resistance activities and secrets as she attempts to solve the mystery and save
the missing girl

Hughes, Dea

Four-Four-Two
Forced into an internment camp at the start of World War 11, eighteen-year-old Yuki enlists in the
Army to fight for the Allies as a member of the "Four-Four-Two," a segregated Japanese American
regiment.

Lee, Stacey

The Downstairs Girl
By day, seventeen-year-old Jo Kuan works as a lady's maid for the cruel daughter of one of the
wealthiest men in Atlanta. But by night, Jo moonlights as the pseudonymous author of a newspaper
advice column for the genteel Southern lady, "Dear Miss Sweetie." When her column becomes
wildly popular, she uses the power of the pen to address some of society's ills, but she's not prepared
for the backlash that follows when her column challenges fixed ideas about race and gender.

Sepetys, Ruta

Fountains of Silence
Madrid, 1957. Under the fascist dictatorship of General Francisco Franco, Spain is hiding a dark
secret. Meanwhile, tourists and foreign businessmen flood into Spain under the welcoming promise
of sunshine and wine. Among them is eighteen-year-old Daniel Matheson, the son of an oil tycoon,
who arrives in Madrid with his parents hoping to connect with the country of his mother's birth
through the lens of his camera. Photography--and fate--introduce him to Ana, whose family's
interweaving obstacles reveal the lingering grasp of the Spanish Civil War--as well as chilling
definitions of fortune and fear.

Sepetys, Ruta

Salt to the Sea
World War 11 is drawing to a close in East Prussia and thousands of refugees are on a desperate trek
toward freedom, many with something to hide. Among them are Joana, Emilia, and Florian, whose
paths converge en route to the ship that promises salvation, the Wilhelm Gustloff. Forced by
circumstance to unite, the three find their strength, courage, and trust in each other tested with each
step closer to safety.



Zusak, Marcus

The Book Thief
Trying to make sense of the horrors of World War |1, Death relates the story of Liesel--a young
German girl whose book-stealing and story-telling talents help sustain her family and the Jewish man
they are hiding, as well as their neighbors.

Nonfiction

Asgedom, Mawi

Of Beetles and Angels: A Boy's Remarkable Journey from a Refugee Camp to Harvard
An autobiography in which Mawi Asgedom tells the story of how, at the age of three, he fled civil
war in Ethiopia by walking with his mother and brother to a Sudanese refugee camp, and later moved
to Chicago and earned a full scholarship to Harvard University.

Davis, Kenneth C.

In the Shadow of Liberty: The Hidden History of Slavery, Four Presidents, and Five Black Lives
From Billy Lee, valet to George Washington, to Alfred Jackson, personal manservant and lifelong
slave of Andrew Jackson, these dramatic narratives explore our country’s great tragedy—that a
nation “conceived in liberty”” was also born in shackles. These stories help us know the real people
who were essential to the birth of this nation.

Fleming, Candace

The Family Romanov: Murder, Rebellion, and the Fall of Imperial Russia
Here is the tumultuous, heartrending, true story of the Romanovs—at once an intimate portrait of
Russia's last royal family and a gripping account of its undoing. With captivating photos and
compelling first person accounts, the story deftly maneuvers between the imperial family’s
extravagant lives and the plight of Russia's poor masses,

Maraniss, Andrew

Games of Deception: The True Story of the First U.S. Olympic Basketball Team at the 1936

Olympics in Hitler's Germany
On a scorching hot day in July 1936, thousands of people cheered as the U.S. Olympic teams
boarded the S.S. Manhattan, bound for Berlin. Among the athletes were the 14 players representing
the first-ever U.S. Olympic basketball team. But the Olympians on board the S.S. Manhattan and
other international visitors wouldn't see any signs of trouble in Berlin. Streets were swept, storefronts
were painted, and every German citizen greeted them with a smile. Like a movie set, it was all just a
facade, meant to distract from the terrible things happening behind the scenes.

McCreary, Michael and Annick Press

Funny, You Don't Look Autistic: A Comedian's Guide to Life on the Spectrum
Diagnosed with ASD at age five, McCreary got hit with the performance bug not much later. During
a difficult time in junior high, he started journaling, eventually turning his pain into something
empowering - and funny. He scored his first stand-up gig at age 14 and hasn't looked back.




Reynolds, Jason and Ibram X. Kendi

Stamped: Racism, Antiracism, and You: A Remix of the National Book Award-winning Stamped

from the Beginning
This remarkable reimagining of Dr. Ibram X. Kendi's National Book Award-winning Stamped from
the Beginning reveals the history of racist ideas in America, and inspires hope for an antiracist future.
It takes you on a race journey from then to now, shows you why we feel how we feel, and why the
poison of racism lingers. It also proves that while racist ideas have always been easy to fabricate and
distribute, they can also be discredited.

Sheinkin, Steve

Undefeated: Jim Thorpe and the Carlisle Indian School Football Team
An unflinching look at the U.S. government’s violent persecution of Native Americans and the
school that was designed to erase Indian cultures. Expertly told by three-time National Book Award
finalist Steve Sheinkin, it’s the story of a group of young men who came together at that school, the
overwhelming obstacles they faced both on and off the field, and their absolute refusal to accept
defeat.

Swanson, James

Chasing King's Killer: The Hunt for Martin Luther King, Jr.'s Assassin
James Earl Ray and Martin Luther King, Jr. had two very different life journeys -- but their paths
fatally collide when Ray assassinates the world-renown civil rights leader. This book provides an
inside look into both of their lives, the history of the time, and a blow-by-blow examination of the
assassination and its aftermath.

Graphic Novels

Ha, Robin

Almost American Girl
For as long as she can remember, it’s been Robin and her mom against the world. Growing up as the
only child of a single mother in Seoul, Korea, wasn’t always easy, but it has bonded them fiercely
together. So when a vacation to visit friends in Huntsville, Alabama, unexpectedly becomes a
permanent relocation—following her mother’s announcement that she’s getting married—Robin is
devastated. Overnight, her life changes.

Krosoczka, Jarrett J.

Hey, Kiddo
In kindergarten, Jarrett teacher asks him to draw his family, with a mommy and a daddy. But Jarrett's
family is much more complicated than that. His mom is an addict, in and out of rehab, and in and out
of Jarrett's life. Jarrett lives with his grandparents -- two very loud, very loving, very opinionated
people who had thought they were through with raising children until Jarrett came along.

Takei, George

They Called Us Enemy
Actor, author, and activist George Takei recounts his childhood imprisoned within American
concentration camps for Japanese Americans during World War 11 and the impact the experience had
on his later life.




Hot Off the Press

Buxbaum, Julie

Admission
An affluent teen who thinks she is headed off to the college of her dreams, must reckon with the truth
and possibly her own guilt when her mother is arrested in a college admissions bribery scandal.

Callender, Kacen

King and the Dragon Flies
Twelve-year-old Kingston James is sure his brother Khalid has turned into a dragonfly. When Khalid
unexpectedly passed away, he shed what was his first skin for another to live down by the bayou in
their small Louisiana town. Khalid still visits in dreams, and King must keep these secrets to himself
as he watches grief transform his family.

Cypher, Ellie

The Girl from Shadow Springs
Everyone in Shadow Springs knows that no one survives crossing the Flats. But the threat of a frozen
death has never deterred the steady stream of treasure hunters searching for a legendary prize hidden
somewhere in the vast expanse of ice. Jorie thinks they’re all fools, which makes scavenging their
possessions easier. It’s how she and her sister, Brenna, survive. Then Jorie scavenges off the wrong
body. When the dead man’s enemy believes Jorie took something valuable from the body, he
kidnaps Brenna as collateral.

Lu, Marie

Skyhunter
Talin is a Striker, a member of an elite fighting force that stands as the last defense for Mara, the
only free nation in the world, but when a mysterious prisoner is brought from the front to Mara's
capital, Talin senses there is more to him than meets the eye.

Méndez, Yamile Saied

Furia
Seventeen-year-old Camila Hassan, a rising soccer star in Rosario, Argentina, dreams of playing
professionally, in defiance of her fathers' wishes and at the risk of her budding romance with Diego.

Nijkamp, Marieke

The Oracle Code (graphic novel)
After a gunshot leaves her paralyzed, Barbara Gordon enters the Arkham Center for Independence,
where Gotham's teens undergo physical and mental rehabilitation. Now using a wheelchair, Barbara
must adapt to a new normal, but she cannot shake the feeling that something is dangerously amiss.

Savit, Gavriel

The Way Back
For the Jews of Eastern Europe, demons are everywhere: dancing on the rooftops in the darkness of
midnight, congregating in the trees, harrowing the dead, even reaching out to try and steal away the
living. But the demons have a land of their own: a Far Country peopled with the souls of the
transient dead, governed by demonic dukes, barons, and earls.



Schmidt, Gary

Just Like That
It's summer 1968. Meryl Lee is reeling from the shocking accidental death a boy she's loved since
the third grade, and she is heading to boarding school. Also arriving in Harpswell, ME is Matt
Coffin, a homeless white 13-year-old whose harrowing past keeps him on the run, with the dream of
safety and happiness always out of reach. Matt and Meryl Lee's lives intertwine, and they begin to
recognize their value and innate strength.

Yang, Gene Luen

Superman Smashes the Klan (graphic novel)
The year is 1946. Teenagers Roberta and Tommy Lee just moved with their parents from Chinatown
to the center of Metropolis, home to the famous hero, Superman. Tommy makes friends quickly,
while Roberta pines for home. Then one night, the family awakens to find their house surrounded by
the Klan of the Fiery Kross! Superman leaps into action, but his exposure to a mysterious green rock
has left him weak. Can Roberta and Tommy help him smash the Klan?

Yee, F. C.

The Rise of Kyoshi
After years of searching for the next Avatar, the four nations have found peace with Avatar Yun -
until Kyoshi, Yun’s friend and servant, demonstrates remarkable bending abilities herself. With the
identity of the true Avatar at stake, Kyoshi and her fiery friend Rangi flee the Avatar mansion and
find supporters in the daofei - outlaws living in the shadows of the Earth Kingdom. But while
Kyoshi, Rangi, and their daofei friends face off against underworld rivals, those who seek to control
the Avatar draw close.




