
 

	

Middle	School	
Summer	Reading	

2020	

 

Explore • Engage • Excel 

 FORM I (7th Grade) Summer Reading List 
 
Directions:  Parked is required reading for all Form I students.  Choose three additional titles from at least 
two different genres on the list.  
 

All-Form Book 
 

Svetcov, Danielle 
Parked  
 Newly homeless Jeanne Ann and wealthy Cal form a vital friendship as they both search for 

stability and community, finding it through love of books, art, and food. 
 

 
Hot Off the Press!  New Books 

 
Bryant, Kobe and Ivy Clare 
Epoca 
 In an alternate classical world dominated by sports and a magical power, the best child-athletes are 

sent to an elite sports academy to hone their skills. When Rovi and Pretia arrive, each harboring a 
secret about themselves, they begin to suspect that something evil is at play at the school.  

Lu, Marie 
The Kingdom of Back 
 Two siblings. Two brilliant talents. But only one Mozart.  

In an historical YA fantasy about a musical prodigy and the dangerous lengths she'll go to make 
history remember her, Nannerl Mozart has just one wish—to be remembered forever. But even as 
she delights audiences with her masterful playing, she has little hope she'll ever become the 
acclaimed composer she longs to be.  
 

Gratz, Alan 
Allies 
 June 6, 1944: The Nazis are terrorizing Europe, on their evil quest to conquer the world. The only 

way to stop them? The biggest, most top-secret operation ever, with the Allied nations coming 
together to storm German-occupied France. 
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Classics 
 

Adams, Douglas 
The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy 
 Seconds before Earth is demolished to make room for a galactic freeway, an earthman is saved by 

his friend. Together they journey through the galaxy.  
 

Christie, Agatha 
And Then There Were None 
 Ten strangers--each with a sordid past--are summoned by an absent millionaire to a private island 

off the coast of Devon and begin to die one by one upon arrival.  
 

Curtis, Christopher Paul 
The Watsons Go to Birmingham: 1963 
 Enter the hilarious world of ten-year-old Kenny and his family, the Weird Watsons of Flint, 

Michigan. There's Momma, Dad, little sister Joetta, Kenny, and Byron, who at thirteen is an 
"official juvenile delinquent." When Momma and Dad decide it's time for a visit to Grandma, they're 
heading south to Birmingham, Alabama, and toward one of the darkest moments in America's 
history. 
 

Hunt, Irene 
Across Five Aprils 
 In 1861, America is on the cusp of war, and young Jethro Creighton is just nine-years-old. His 

brother, Tom, and his cousin, Eb, are both of fighting age. As Jethro's family is pulled into the 
conflict between the North and the South, loyalties are divided, dreams are threatened, and their 
bonds are put to the test in this heart-wrenching, coming of age story.  
 

Rowling, J.K. 
Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone (or any in the series) 
 Rescued from the outrageous neglect of his aunt and uncle, a young boy with a great destiny proves 

his worth while attending Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry.  
 

Speare, Elizabeth George 
The Witch of Blackbird Pond 
 In 1687 in Connecticut, Kit Tyler, feeling out of place in the Puritan household of her aunt, 

befriends an old woman considered a witch by the community and suddenly finds herself standing 
trial for witchcraft. 
 

 
 

Science Fiction 
 

Charbonneau, Joelle 
The Testing  (or its sequels) 
 Sixteen-year-old Malencia (Cia) Vale is chosen to participate in The Testing to attend the 

University; however, Cia is fearful when she figures out her friends who do not pass The Testing 
are disappearing. 
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Condie, Ally 
Matched (or its sequels) 
 Cassia has always had complete trust in the Society to make decisions for her, but when she is being 

paired with her ideal mate, a second face flashes on the screen, and Cassia begins to doubt the 
Society's infallibility as she tries to decide which man she truly loves. 
 

Holyoke, Polly 
The Neptune Project (or the sequel) 
 A group of kids who have been genetically altered to survive in the ocean must embark on a 

dangerous underwater journey to find refuge--and maybe even a way to save the world. 
 

Lu, Marie 
Legend (or its sequels) 
 In a dark future, when North America has split into two warring nations, fifteen-year-olds Day, a 

famous criminal, and prodigy June, the brilliant soldier hired to capture him, discover that they have 
a common enemy. 
 

Meyer, Marissa 
The Lunar Chronicles : Cinder (or its sequels) 
 Cinder, a gifted mechanic and a cyborg with a mysterious past, is blamed by her stepmother for her 

stepsister's illness while a deadly plague decimates the population of New Beijing, but when Cinder's 
life gets intertwined with Prince Kai's, she finds herself at the center of an intergalactic struggle.  
 

Westerfield, Scott 
Uglies (or any in the series) 
 Tally is faced with a difficult choice when her new friend Shay decides to risk life on the outside 

rather than submit to the forced operation that turns sixteen-year-old girls into gorgeous beauties, 
and realizes that there is a whole new side to the pretty world that she does not like. 
 

 
 

Historical Fiction 
 

Dumas, Fioozeh 
It Ain’t So Awful, Falafel 
 Eleven-year-old Zomorod, originally from Iran, tells her story of growing up Iranian in Southern 

California during the Iranian Revolution and hostage crisis of the late 1970s. 
 

Hiranandani, Veera 
The Night Diary 
 Shy twelve-year-old Nisha, forced to flee her home with her Hindu family during the 1947 partition 

of India, tries to find her voice and make sense of the world falling apart around her by writing to 
her deceased Muslim mother in the pages of her diary.  
 

Hoffman, Alice 
Incantation 
 Estrella de Madrigal thought she knew herself: daughter, granddaughter, sister, dearest friend, 

beloved. She is Star in the Night Sky, Truth in the Darkness. But truth is rare and precious in this 
cruel and unforgiving century in Spain, when Jews who refused conversion to Christianity risked 
everything - love, life, family, faith. Then: A startling discovery shakes Estrella's world to the core. 
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Nielsen, Jennifer 
A Night Divided 
 When the Berlin Wall went up, Gerta, her mother, and her brother Fritz were trapped on the eastern 

side where they were living, while her father, and her other brother Dominic were in the West--four 
years later, now twelve, Gerta sees her father on a viewing platform on the western side and realizes 
he wants her to risk her life trying to tunnel to freedom.  
 

Rhodes, Jewell Parker 
Ghost Boys 
 Twelve-year-old Jerome is shot by a police officer who mistakes his toy gun for a real threat. As a 

ghost, he observes the devastation that's been unleashed on his family and community in the wake 
of what they see as an unjust and brutal killing. 
 

Sepetys, Ruta 
Between Shades of Gray 
 In 1941, fifteen-year-old Lina, her mother, and brother are pulled from their Lithuanian home by 

Soviet guards and sent to Siberia, where her father is sentenced to death in a prison camp while she 
fights for her life, vowing to honor her family and the thousands like hers by burying her story in a 
jar on Lithuanian soil.  
 

 
 

Fantasy 
 

Anderson, Jodi Lynn 
Tiger Lily 
 When fifteen-year-old Tiger Lily meets the alluring teenage Peter Pan deep in the forbidden woods 

of Neverland, the two form an unbreakable bond. With dangers tightening around them, Tiger Lily 
soon finds out how far she is willing to go to keep Peter with her in Neverland…and discovers that 
the deadliest enemies lurk inside even the most loyal and loving heart. 
 

Crichton, Michael 
Jurassic Park 
 An astonishing technique for recovering and cloning dinosaur DNA has been discovered. Now 

humankind's most thrilling fantasies have come true. Creatures extinct for eons roam Jurassic Park 
with their awesome presence and profound mystery, and all the world can visit them--for a price. 
Until something goes wrong. . . .  
 

Forde, Patricia 
The List 
 Letta, charged with collecting and saving words, uncovers a sinister plan to suppress language, 

robbing the people of Ark of the power of speech, and realizes she must also save the culture, itself. 
 

Johnson, Jaleigh 
Mark of the Dragonfly 
 Since her father's death in a factory in the Dragonfly territories, thirteen-year-old Piper has eked out 

a living as a scrapper in Merrow Kingdom, but the arrival of a mysterious girl sends her on a 
dangerous journey to distant lands.  
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Sanderson, Brandon 
The Rithmatist 
 As Wild Chalklings threaten the American Isles and Rithmatists are humanity's only defense, Joel 

can only watch as Rithmatist students learn the magical art that he would do anything to practice. 
 

Thompson, Kate 
The New Policeman 
 Irish teenager JJ Liddy discovers that time is leaking from his world into Tir na nOg, the land of the 

fairies, and when he attempts to stop the leak he finds out a lot about his family history, the music 
that he loves, and a crime his great-grandfather may or may not have committed.  
 

 
 

Mystery 
 

Blackwood, Gary 
Curiosity 
 In 1835, when his father is put in a Philadelphia debtor's prison, twelve-year-old chess prodigy 

Rufus Goodspeed is relieved to be recruited to secretly operate a chess-playing automaton named 
The Turk, but soon questions the fate of his predecessors and his own safety.  
 

Burt, Jake 
Greetings from Witness Protection! 
 Thirteen-year-old Nikki Demere is an orphan and a kleptomaniac, making her the perfect girl to 

portray the Trevors' daughter in witness protection. After all, the bad guys are searching for a 
family with one kid, not two, and adding a streetwise girl who knows a little something about 
hiding things may be just what the marshals need. 
 

Horowitz, Anthony 
Alex Rider (or any sequel) 
 They said his uncle Ian died in a car accident. But Alex Rider knows that's a lie, and the bullet 

holes in the windshield prove it. Yet he never suspected the truth: his uncle was really a spy for 
Britain's top secret intelligence agency. And now Alex has been recruited to find his uncle's killers. 
 

Johnson, Varian 
The Parker Inheritance 
 Candice Miller is spending the summer in the old house that belonged to her grandmother, who 

died after being dismissed as city manager for having the city tennis courts dug up looking for 
buried treasure.  She finds herself caught up in the mystery and sets out to find the inheritance, 
exonerate her grandmother, and expose an injustice.  
 

Lee. Y.S. 
A Spy in the House 
 Rescued from the gallows in 1850s London, young orphan and thief Mary Quinn is offered a place 

at Miss Scrimshaw's Academy for Girls where she is trained to be part of an all-female 
investigative unit called The Agency and, at age seventeen, she infiltrates a rich merchant's home 
in hopes of tracing his missing cargo ships. 
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Schwab, Victoria 
City of Ghosts 
 Ever since Cass almost drowned (okay, she did drown, but she doesn't like to think about it), she 

can pull back the Veil that separates the living from the dead . . . and enter the world of spirits. Her 
best friend is even a ghost. 

 
 

General Fiction 
 

Chmakova, Svetlana 
Brave 
 In his daydreams, Jensen is the biggest hero that ever was, saving the world and his friends on a 

daily basis. But his middle school reality is VERY different. And the pressure's on even more once 
the school newspaper's dynamic duo, Jenny and Akilah, draw Jensen into the whirlwind of school 
news, social experiment projects, and behind-the-scenes club drama.  
 

Magoon, Kekla 
The Season of Styx Malone 
 Caleb Franklin and his younger brother, Bobby Gene, spend an extraordinary summer with their 

new, older neighbor, Styx Malone, a foster boy from the city. 
 

O’Brien, Anne Sibley 
In the Shadow of the Sun 
 North Korea is known as the most repressive country on Earth, with a dictatorial leader, a starving 

population, and harsh punishment for rebellion. Not the best place for a family vacation. Yet that's 
exactly where Mia Andrews finds herself. Then her dad is arrested for spying, just as forbidden 
photographs of North Korean slave-labor camps fall into Mia's hands. 
 

Schrefer, Eliot 
Endangered 
 A girl, having travelled with her mother to an animal sanctuary for bonobos in the Congo, struggles 

to survive with the animals after revolution breaks out and she and the chimpanzees are forced to 
flee into the jungle. 
 

Sloan, Holly Goldberg 
To Night Owl from Dogfish 
 Unhappy about being sent to the same summer camp after their fathers start dating, Bett and Avery, 

eleven, eventually begin scheming to get the couple back together after a break-up. Told entirely 
through emails. 
 

Stead, Rebecca 
When You Reach Me 
 As her mother prepares to be a contestant on the 1980s television game show, "The $20,000 

Pyramid," a twelve-year-old New York City girl tries to make sense of a series of mysterious notes 
received from an anonymous source that seems to defy the laws of time and space. 
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Nonfiction/Memoir 
 

Alifirenka, Caitlin and Martin Ganda 
I Will Always Write Back: How One Letter Changed Two Lives 
 It started as an assignment. Everyone in Caitlin's class wrote to an unknown student somewhere in a 

distant place. Martin was lucky to even receive a pen-pal letter. There were only ten letters, and fifty 
kids in his class. But he was the top student, so he got the first one. That letter was the beginning of 
a correspondence that spanned six years and changed two lives. 
 

Aronson, Marc 
Rising Water: The Story of the Thai Cave Rescue 
 On June 23, 2018, twelve members of the Wild Boars soccer team and their coach were exploring 

the Tham Luang cave complex in northern Thailand when disaster struck. A rainy season downpour 
flooded the tunnels, trapping them as they took shelter on a shelf of the dark cave.  
 

Kamkwamba, William 
The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind (Young Reader’s Edition) 
 African teenager William Kamkwamba explored science books in his village library when he was 

forced to drop out of school, and was able to change his family's life by creating a windmill to pump 
water for his family's farm.  
 

Kilmeade, Brian and Don Yaeger 
George Washington’s Secret Six: The Spy Ring That Saved the American Revolution 
 Portrays the intelligence agents known as George Washington's secret six, who were recruited by 

George Washington to gather information secretly and thus contributed significantly to the general's 
successes in the Revolutionary War. 
 

Pickney, Andrea Davis 
Profiles: Peace Warriors 
 Six inspiring tales of courage and conviction featuring men and women who have worked 

passionately to pioneer peaceful solutions to violent conflicts throughout history. Find out about 
their childhoods, where they went to school, what their families were like, and their major 
accomplishments. 
 

Sheinkin, Steve 
Undefeated: Jim Thorpe and the Carlisle Indian School Football Team 
 An unflinching look at the U.S. government’s violent persecution of Native Americans and the 

school that was designed to erase Indian cultures. Expertly told by three-time National Book Award 
finalist Steve Sheinkin, it’s the story of a group of young men who came together at that school, the 
overwhelming obstacles they faced both on and off the field, and their absolute refusal to accept 
defeat. 

 


