
 

   

WELCOME! Punxsutawney Phil saw his shadow and predicted 6 more weeks of winter, and hopefully, we all made 

it through the Blizzard of 2010.  With the weather finally warming up, it is time to begin thinking about your 

summer plans.  Shady Side Academy welcomes you to enjoy the first edition of The Day Camp Dish.  Within the 

following pages you will find camp updates, funny stories, photos, as well as important information regarding 

registration.  Sit back, relax, and think summer with Shady Side Academyôs Day Camp Discovery. 

THE DAY CAMP 

DISH  
(The inside scoop of whatôs going on @ Shady Side Academyôs Day Camp Discovery) 

Goodbye wood shop. Hello Media Arts! In the summer of 2009 SSA Day 

Camp Discovery initiated a new program that utilized the advanced power of 

Macintosh computers, campers, and fun. Weekly activities included poster 

creation, digital comic books, digital postcards, music mixing, and fun games 

like digital scavenger hunting. Digital scavenger hunting is similar to a typi-

cal scavenger hunt, but instead of collecting items in a bag from a list, camp-

ers went in groups collecting photos of each item with digital cameras. Camp-

ers had fun trying to determine what each item was and where on the campus 

each item might be located. Plus, winners received their favorite items from 

the candy store! A favorite for the campers was the Media Arts major: Lego Animation. Campers used Lego 

blocks in creative scenes, snapping photos and moving their characters inch by inch to create a mini-movie with 

Lego people as the main characters!  

Camper favorites are sure to see a comeback, but campers should also look forward to new programs making 

their first appearance; such as Anime Studio. Sketch photos, scan images, create your own cartoon animation. 

MEDIA ARTS UPDATE!  

www.shadysideacademy.org/summer     412-968-3160 

Calling all Day Camp 

Discovery Graduates! 

Older campers now have the 

chance to spend their entire  

summer at Camp Ren, the next 

step after Day Camp Discov-

ery!  

 

Camp Ren campers will have 

similar days to Discovery 

campers, but enjoy a challeng-

ing and exciting Middle School 

program just for them! Try out 

film, ceramics, GPS games, 

rocketry, DJing, swimming, 

field trips, and so much more!  

Email summerpro-

grams@shadysideacademy for 

more info.  

Discovery 2.0 

If you havenôt done so already, check out the Day Camp 

Discovery website,  www. shadysideacademy.org/summer 

for all kinds of summer-related information and registra-

tion. On the site, you can: 

View the 2009 highlight video 

Send your friends to read parent testimonials 

Check out our frequently asked questions 

Read the bios from our newest staff members! 

Register by May 1st and receive a 5% early bird dis-

count 

New Bus Transportation! 

After we ran some focus groups in the fall, we 

have made a number of great changes to our bus 

transportation options. These include: 

Bus transportation is now only $50 per 

family per week 

Bus routes now extend to the North Hills 

Shorter bus trips to the East End 

Call our office at 412-968-3160 for more infor-

mation.  

Become a fan and follow us on Facebook at Shady Side Summer    

Programs. Weôll update you on new staff, pre-camp activities, and 

money saving tips!   

PARENTSô NIGHT OUT! 

On April 24 parents can enjoy a night on the 

town courtesy of Day Camp Discovery.  This 

free event runs from 4:30-9:30 at Shady Side 

Academyôs Senior School Campus. Parents can 

bring their children to our facilities and meet 

other parents as well as staff members before 

leaving them in the supervision of our highly 

trained staff.  While the parents are out enjoying 

the Saturday evening, the children will have the 

opportunity to get a taste of what summer camp 

will be like. Children will get to know their 

peers, staff members, and our facilities.  Also, 

they will be able to engage in fun gym activities, 

such as knockout, as well as swim in our pool.  

Pizza and pop will be provided to all that at-

tend.. More information to follow! 
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Itôs been an exciting off-season for Shady Side Day Camp Discovery and all its staff and campers.  Here are a few tid-

bits and news flashes to keep you up-to-date on what some of your friends from the summer have been up to, and what 

we have planned for summer 2010! 

Camp News Briefs All Lies!   

Okay, you got us.  None of the above news is true; we were 

just having some fun, but hereôs what is true:  Your counsel-

ors have spent the winter having a great time and learning 

new ways to have fun with you in the summer of 2010.  We 

canôt wait to see you there! 

REAL CAMP NEWS?!?!?  

Campers Cause, Fix Problem on European Tour 

Matt ñUltimateò Weiss 

A group of SSA Day Campers were touring in Europe this fall 

when they nearly caused diplomatic incidents in Luxembourg. 

Visiting the countryside around Junglinster and again near Bouil-

lon, the campers apparently reduced two ancient castles, each one 

dating back to the 1100s, to rubble.  Campers hurled foam balls at 

the Castle of Bourglinster, toppling its parapets and filling its 

moat with crushed stone.  Later, they shattered the walls and 

brought down the towers of the beautiful Chateau de Bouillon, 

once again throwing foam volleyballs at the imposing structure.  

Authorities were about to arrest our campers when another group 

of campers appeared and reassembled the castles in a matter of 

seconds, leaving them good as new.  It is possible these campers 

got a little too good at Castleball last summer at camp.  So, if you 

are traveling Europe, Japan, or anywhere ancient castles still 

stand, please take it easy on them. 
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Matt ñCounselor of the Year-1984ò Weiss 

Doctors have solved a medical mystery about our director, Mr. 

Dan Stern.  Apparently, Mr. Stern has some very selective 

hearing lossðbecause of a problem hearing certain frequen-

cies common to childrenôs yelling, Mr. Stern cannot hear 

young people yelling ñGood morning!ò, especially when in-

side a large building like the Curry Gym.  This explains why 

he repeatedly says ñGood Morning!ò at meeting and scolds 

campers for not responding loudly enough, although they are 

screaming at the top of their lungs.  This summer, if Mr. Stern 

should happen to yell this to you when you arrive at camp, 

donôt be startled; just yell back as loudly as you can and get 

your friends to help. 

Counselor Sam the King Of Knockout 

Mr. Matthew Weiss 

 Sam Leff cut through the competition in Counselor Knock-

out last summer like a pair of scissors through the top of a 

freeze pop at the camp store, but he was only getting started.  

At this yearôs NBA All-Star festivities, Sam sent a long list 

of NBA superstars to the bench with their heads down and 

their mouths open in wonder.  Dwyane Wade, Chris John-

son, Pao Gasol and finally óMelo, Kobe and even Lebron 

James were all knocked out by the sharpshooting, cold-eyed 

Sam.  Counselor Sam didnôt spare the hardwood stars the 

smack-talk, either, saying to Kobe Bryant, ñWhich one are 

you, Pippy or Shorty?  I canôt tell!ò  Also of note, Counselor 

Caitlyn came in second. 

For  the start of our 2010 Day Camp Discovery, we are implementing 

two brand new exciting program areas, Outdoor Adventure and Tennis!  

Campers will have the opportunity to complete tennis lessons through-

out the week by our trained staff.  Fun tennis games, such as Tennis 

Baseball, will be interspersed within the learning environment.  Camp-

ers may bring their own equipment if theyôd like, but Day Camp Dis-

covery is fully stocked for any tennis need.  This program is sure to be 

a racket! 

Also, campers will be able to immerse themselves in nature by explor-

ing our 165 pristine acres through the Outdoor Adventure program.  

Emphasis on the natural environment will lead the campers to examine 

garden construction, creek eco-systems, building projects, and geo-

caching.  The Outdoor Adventure program is a mixture of pro-

jects/experiments, fun nature based activities, and outdoor play. 

NEW ADDITIONS TO CAMP!  

WELCOME BACK STAFF!  

Daniel Stern - Director  

Matt Wiess - Sr. Head Counselor 

Jess Kocent - CIT Coordinator 

Nick Hammon - Media Arts  

Jim Horning - Media Arts 

Connie Sauer - Arts&Crafts  

 

Hi Everyone!  My name is Nathan Verbanets and I was recently hired as the new Associate Director of Shady Side Acad-

emyôs Day Camp Discovery.  I  wanted to briefly introduce myself so that when you see me around Shady Side you can say 

hi! 

I come to Day Camp Discovery with an extensive knowledge and love of the summer camp experience.  Born and raised in 

the Pittsburgh area, I attended the University of Pittsburgh where I obtained my Masters of Arts in Teaching and my teaching 

certificate.   During the past 6 summers, as a college/graduate school student, I was a counselor and Director at a local YMCA 

day camp.  Sports, the outdoors, and education are some of my favorite activities, which is why the camping experience has 

been such a wonderful time for me.  During the winter months, the staff has been busy preparing new and exciting activities 

and games for the campers.  Day Camp Discovery 2010 looks to be a  summer packed full of fun and great memories.  I 

look forward to meeting you and your children! 

Kaitlin Anselmo 

Sam Leff 

Lizzy Bollinger 

Dan Gigler 

Drew Singer 

Katie Palermo 

Jason Deal 

Annie Leech 
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NEW ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR!  

From March 16ðMarch 19, five brave Summer 

Camp staff members ventured to Atlantic City, 

New Jersey for the  American Camp Association 

Tri-State Conference.  Each staff member attended 

8 separate seminars from experts in the field of 

ñSummer Campò and learned new ideas and activi-

ties.  One staff member was quoted as saying, ñWe 

canôt wait to implement what we learned into the 

daily summer camp program!ò 

CAMP CONFERENCE!  


