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FOR MORE THAN 75 YEARS, SHAdY SidE AcAdEMY HAS BEEN PROVidiNG 
A UNiQUE SUMMER EXPERiENcE FOR PiTTSBURGH KidS LiKE NONE OTHER. 

diFFERENcETHE sa
AffordAbility & Accessibility
All of Shady Side Academy’s Summer Programs are 
competitively priced, with different payment models 
offered to suit any family’s budget. Early-bird discounts, 
multiple-child discounts and limited financial aid also 
help families keep costs within reach. Bus transportation 
is available for a nominal fee to the East End and North 
Hills, making camp accessible to parents who are not 
able to drop off children every day. 

flexibility And scheduling
Summer Programs range from one to six weeks in length, 
so you can customize an individual schedule for your 
child. Whether for an entire summer or just one week, 

Shady Side offers a myriad of options so you can plan 
the perfect summer for your child.  

support from dAy one
The goal of Shady Side Summer Programs is to provide 
a seamless and positive summer experience. From your 
registration to the final day of camp, class or activity, you 
can feel confident that your child is in good hands. With 
Shady Side staff overseeing every summer program, and 
Shady Side faculty members serving as coaches, counselors 
and teachers, you can expect the same high level of 
professionalism, quality and excellence that Shady Side 
Academy is known for.
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Ca

dAY cAMP iS ABOUT MAKiNG NEW 
FRiENdS, LEARNiNG NEW SKiLLS, 
cONNEcTiNG WiTH THE OUTdOORS 
ANd cARiNG ABOUT OUR WORLd. 

FOR YOU

FiNd
THE
RiGHT

With so many options for children over the summer, from 
individualized sports or skill camps to family vacations, it 
is important to provide kids with meaningful experiences. 
In few other settings can a child simultaneously develop 
mind, body and spirit to the degree that Shady Side’s camp 
model has to offer.

All three of Shady Side’s day camps educate the whole child 
and provide kids with experiences that are developmentally 
appropriate, creative, safe and fun. Though each camp 
caters to a different age group, these values remain central 
to all camps, with a committed staff putting them into 
action throughout the summer. Whether kids are working 
on an art project in our Pre-K Camp Discovery, learning 
the perfect tennis serve at Day Camp Discovery, or putting  
the finishing touches on a robot at Camp Ren, your child 
will have a fulfilling, educational and enjoyable experience.

As a result, every day camper comes away from Shady Side 
with a sense of community and acceptance. More than 75% 
of our registrations each year are returning campers who 
cannot wait to reconnect with familiar friends and 
counselors, and enjoy another fun-filled summer. Shady 
Side Academy’s summer camps provide an array of fun 
and affordable options for families across the Pittsburgh 
region. With a vast collection of camps and activities, the 
possibilities are endless for any family.
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dAily schedule
The schedule allows for both individual choice and shared 
group experiences. In each session, campers select one 
“major” activity, and spend an hour at the end of each 
day getting a specialized lesson in that activity. Many of 
the specialty areas are offered as majors, but a number of 
special guests are brought in to teach many other unique 
options, including kung-fu, glass art, toy-making and yoga. 

pre-K discoVery cAmp
Pre-K Discovery Camp is a special program on the Junior 
School campus. Geared specifically to three- and four-
year-olds, the half-day camp gives kids an introduction to 
the experiences of summer camp. With Shady Side faculty 
as camp counselors, Pre-K Discovery Camp is a perfect 
way to get kids ready for a lifetime of enriching summers.

A TiME FOR

SET ON THE 140-AcRE SHAdY SidE AcAdEMY SENiOR ScHOOL cAMPUS, dAY cAMP diScOVERY 
PROVidES ALL OF THE AMENiTiES, VALUES ANd cUSTOMS OF A TRAdiTiONAL dAY cAMP.

IsCOVE Y
dAy cAmp discoVery is shAdy side’s premier 
cAmp for children entering grAdes K-5. 
The basic unit at camp is the squad, a co-ed group of 14-16 
campers in the same grade, led by one male and one female 
counselor. Squads travel from activity to activity throughout 
the day, enjoying shared experiences, developing a common  
identity, and learning community values and social skills. 

 
With more than 150 attendees at Day Camp Discovery, 
campers enjoy the benefits of an engaged and robust camp 
atmosphere. The entire camp gathers three times a day for 
morning meeting, lunch and afternoon dismissal. The 
daily communal periods are always full of exciting events, 
from camp songs and silly dances, to “bump basketball” 
tournaments. Coupled with special events such as our 
Friday barbeques and dance parties, annual swim meet 
and end-of-summer party, there is never an opportunity 
missed to bring everyone together for an amazing time.

ActiVities
A number of activities are offered at Day Camp Discovery, 
ranging from timeless classics like swimming and arts and 
crafts, to cutting-edge options like geocaching and media 
arts. Kids are able to participate in a number of activities 
throughout the day, enjoying individualized attention 
from counselors and developing a sense of pride and 
accomplishment. Some activities include:

 • Swimming   • TenniS

 • F ilm    • PhoTograPhy

 • lego-maTion   • geocaching

 • naTure STudy  • camP garden

 • arTS & craFTS •  School oF rock 

 • Soccer   • BaSkeTBall



10

MiddLE ScHOOL KidS KNOW EXAcTLY WHAT THEY WANT iN A SUMMER cAMP, 
ANd iT’S NOT THE SAME AS WHAT ELEMENTARY ScHOOL KidS WANT! 

cAmp ren offers innoVAtiVe, creAtiVe And 
fun opportunities in A cAmp specificAlly 
designed for Kids entering grAdes 6-9.

bAlAnce
Camp Ren strikes a critical balance between independence 
and structure for growing and maturing early adolescents. 
As part of its mission, Camp Ren is devoted to providing 
freedom for kids to make their own choices, while also 
modeling and providing opportunities to develop positive 
group relationships. This is accomplished through an 
innovative day camp that mixes the traditional squad 
concept with two choice periods each day. During these 
choice periods, campers have the chance to try a new 
activity that they have never done before, or challenge 
themselves in one that they already love.

A time to explore
Instead of having to choose single-subject camps from 
across the region in order to have a fulfilling summer 
experience, Camp Ren brings a multitude of options to 
one campus. The schedule allows kids to enjoy several 
different subjects each day, with the added benefit of daily 
sports and swimming. Some of the activities include: 
 
      • ceramicS  • glaSS

      • roBoTicS   • Jewelry

      • FaBric arTS  • PhoTograPhy

      • ouTdoor advenTure • BuSineSS

      • rockeTry  • ForenSicS

      • cooking   • TenniS

      • Bridge conSTrucTion • Film 

      • alTernaTive energy • deeJaying  

      • Swimming  • yoga and dance 

CaMP
TAKiNG

Time wiTh FriendS
There is plenty of social time built into the daily schedule 
for kids to develop relationships with old friends and new 
pals alike. The periods are informal and relaxed, allowing 
for tons of interaction. Special events such as sleepovers 
and field trips to Moraine State Park provide additional 
opportunities for campers to take control of their own 
social development.

TO THE
NEXT LEVEL
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indiViduAl Attention
Summer School is the perfect opportunity for your child 
to hone academic skills over the summer months. Classes 
at Shady Side never have more than 16 students, and the 
average class size is nine, allowing for individualized 
attention. 

course offerings
An array of courses are offered each summer. Although 
adjusted periodically, the following high school courses 
are generally offered:

 •  maTh i  (CROSS-LISTED AS ALgEbRA I)

 •  geomeTry  •  algeBra i i   

 • Pre-calculuS  • TrigonomeTry

 • PhySicS  •  chemiSTry

 • Biology  •  healTh

 • hiSTory elecTiveS

 •  college eSSay workShoP 
  

Also offered are writing, grammar and math courses for 
elementary and middle school students. Although not for  
credit, they provide students the opportunity to continue 
to learn and grow academically over the summer months. 

 

SHAdY SidE AcAdEMY’S SUMMER ScHOOL iS THE ONLY 
FOR-cREdiT SUMMER PROGRAM iN THE PiTTSBURGH 
REGiON. FOR MORE THAN 75 YEARS, STUdENTS OF ALL 
AGES HAVE BEEN cHALLENGEd TO AcHiEVE iN WAYS 
THEY NEVER BELiEVEd POSSiBLE. cOME

WiTH US...
LEARN
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BEsT...FROM THE
one-on-one instruction
Students have the opportunity to work with some of the 
finest teachers from Shady Side Academy and across the 
Pittsburgh region. Due to the small class sizes, there are 
endless opportunities for students to work one on one with 
teachers. On a daily basis, teachers spend a significant 
amount of time working individually with students to 
make sure they are confident with the material.

support And Assessment
With a professional and experienced faculty comes an 
equally focused assessment and support system for our 
students. Using a variety of techniques, teachers gauge 
the progress of each student and provide necessary support. 
Whether this includes supervised study halls, one-on-one 
tutoring, or a conversation with the family, the faculty 
prides itself on giving each student a rewarding experience. 

experience
Shady Side’s veteran summer faculty has a breadth of 
experience in both content and teaching strategies. 
Whether the class lasts for 80 minutes, a morning or 
a full day, teachers are skilled at keeping class lively, 
interesting and challenging.

stAy And plAy
Summer School classes can be paired with either Day 
Camp Discovery or Camp Ren to provide your child with 
a well-rounded social and intellectual experience. A 
unique option without needing to travel from place to 
place, the Stay and Play program allows campers to cross- 
register for camp along with one or two courses. Camp 
staff escort campers to and from classes at the appropriate 
times, making sure that they return to their squads safe 
and happy. 
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Although many camps are run by Shady Side coaches, SSA 
also hosts some of the finest national sports camps. Between 
tennis pros, professional baseball players, championship 
lacrosse players and college coaches, your child has the 
opportunity to learn from top-notch athletes and sports 
professionals. Using a combination of intensive physical 
training, scrimmages and classroom instruction, sports 
camps are a fun and affordable way to encourage your 
child’s athletic skills. 
 
For those that live further away from campus, residential 
sports camps provide an excellent opportunity to have a 
truly memorable experience in a reasonably short period 
of time. These camps use our dormitories and dining hall 
allowing for a more intensive experience and extending 
the range of kids able to attend the program.

FOR An upDATED LIST OF ThIS YEAR’S CAMpS, 
pLEASE vISIT uS OnLInE AT:
www.ShadySideacademy.org/Summer

FOR THOSE KidS LOOKiNG TO iMPROVE THEiR
ATHLETic SKiLLS OVER THE SUMMER, SHAdY SidE
AcAdEMY HOSTS A WEALTH OF SPORTS cAMPS.
OnE-wEEk CAMpS OpTIOnS InCLuDE:

 
 •  BaSeBall  •  BaSkeTBall

 • BoyS lacroSSe   • Soccer

 •  girlS lacroSSe •  TenniS

 • SoFTBall   • ice hockey

 • F ield hockey

PLAY
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Offerings range from a six-day bike trip to Washington, 
D.C., to a three-week academic excursion aboard an 
authentic tall ship in the Great Lakes, to fulfilling a dream 
to be a rock star. Create a once-in-a-lifetime summer 
experience for your child by taking advantage of several 
unique programs that can’t be found anywhere else in 
the region. Offerings are typically rotated each year.

FOR An upDATED LIST OF ThIS YEAR’S CAMpS 

AnD pROgRAMS, pLEASE vISIT uS OnLInE AT:

www.ShadySideacademy.org/Summer

pROgRAMS OFFERED MAY InCLuDE:

 
 •  BagPiPing camP • cheSS camP

 • claSSical muSic SeminarS

 • Sail ing on The greaT lakeS AbOARD ThE bRIg nIAgARA 

 •  v ideo game creaTion camP

 • roBoTicS camP • rock & roll camP

 • PiTTSBurgh To waShingTon d.c.  B ike TriP (EvERY OThER YEAR)

 

SHAdY SidE OFFERS A SLATE OF UNiQUE SPEciALTY cAMPS ANd TRAVEL 
PROGRAMS FOR KidS LOOKiNG TO BREAK OUT OF THE TRAdiTiONAL SUMMER MOLd.

EXPANd YOUR
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ALL YOU NEEd, 
cLOSE TO

our cAmpuses 
Shady Side Summer Programs are held on three SSA 
campuses – the Senior School and Middle School in 
Fox Chapel, and the Junior School in the East End. 
The majority of programs are held at the Senior School, 
a 140-acre suburban campus just 15-20 minutes from 
downtown Pittsburgh, the North Hills and the East End. 
For overnight campers, two dormitories are available with 
pool tables, new furniture, computers and cable TV.

AmAzing Athletic fAcilities
Shady Side has an abundance of athletic facilities and 
fields to accommodate any sport. The recently renovated 
Grandizio Athletic Complex features a multipurpose 
turf field and eight-lane track. Ice hockey camps are held 
within the cool interior of the on-campus McKnight 
Hockey Center. With four gyms, an indoor pool, tennis  
courts and nine athletic fields, Shady Side Summer 
Programs is able to support multiple day camps and 
sports camps at the same time.

nAturAl setting
The natural landscape on all three Shady Side campuses 
is breathtaking. The Senior School campus, in particular, 
is home to wildlife, streams, open meadows and grassy 
quads. Campers make great use of the outdoors by tending 
to gardens, learning about nature and playing in the 
stream, and Summer School participants often find 
themselves sitting under a tree working on an assignment 
or holding a discussion in the Fisher Garden outside the 
library. 

stAte of the “Art”
The Hillman Center for Performing Arts on the Senior 
School campus is a world-class arts facility, and it serves  
as the center for music programs, acting lessons and 
film projects. The center includes two theaters, several 
classrooms, music rooms and practice space. The nearby 
Benedum Visual Arts Center allows students to engage 
in a number of visual art classes, from ceramics and glass, 
to film and craftwork. These two facilities are open to 
all Summer Programs participants. 

the food is diVine
After running around all day, campers need nourishment, 
and Shady Side campers receive only the best food! 
While making sure to provide kid-friendly food for all 
ages, healthy options are also consistently available. 
Tasty meal options include daily soup and salad bars, 
an expansive deli bar and weekly barbeques. The food is 
local and organic when possible, and vegetarian options 
are available daily.
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THE HEARTBEAT OF THE ENTiRE PROGRAM, SHAdY SidE’S cOMMiTTEd cOUNSELORS, TEAcHERS, 
cOAcHES ANd AdMiNiSTRATORS MAKE EAcH dAY OF THE SUMMER UNiQUE, ENGAGiNG ANd FUN.

OUR AMAZiNG

who we are
The Summer Programs staff is comprised of a broad mix 
of more than 100 talented men and women from Shady 
Side Academy and across the country. Although most are 
teachers during the school year, staff members also include 
professional artists, photographers, musicians, athletes 
and school administrators, as well as graduate and college  
students. Each brings his or her own particular talents, 
skills and positive attitude to help educate campers over 
the course of a summer.

role models
Our staff members know that throughout the summer, 
they are always on stage and serve as role models for the 
children. Summer is often a time when kids experiment 
with new challenges and take bold steps. Whether in the 
classroom, in the pool, on the stage or on the field, Shady 
Side Summer Programs staff radiate energy, endless 
encouragement and support for every child. 

our commitment to sAfety
Although providing a fun and exciting experience is very 
important, camper safety is the top priority throughout the 
summer. All staff members are thoroughly interviewed, 
with references, and have secured all necessary clearances 
from the state of Pennsylvania. Furthermore, our entire 
camp staff goes through a week long training program, 
consisting of sessions and workshops about bullying, 
inclusivity, stereotyping, gender roles, first aid and CPR. 
With an on-site nurse and athletic trainer, the camp staff 
is prepared for any medical needs that may arise throughout 
the summer. A strong support system ensures that faculty,  
counselors and coaches feel comfortable maintaining an 
open conversation with administrators and parents. 



cONTAcT

sHaDY
sIDE
ANYTiME!
shAdy side AcAdemy summer progrAms

423 fox chApel roAd • pittsburgh, pA 15238

summerprogrAms@shAdysideAcAdemy.org

REGiSTERiNG ONLiNE
iS QUicK & EASY!
viSiT ShadySideacademy.org/Summer Today!



www.ShadySideacademy.org /Summer


