College Information Night
for the Class of 2011
and Theilr Parents




OUR GOALS FOR THE CLASS OF 2011

¥, To understand the college investigation,
selection, and application process

. To begin college admissions testing
»To make a ol ong |1 sto

%, T0 research, contact, and visit the schools on
the long list

¥ To narrow down the long list to a short list of
schools to which the student will apply




BENCHMARKS IN THE COLLEGE
SEARCH AND APPLICATION
PROCESS

By the end of the Junior year:

@ Meet individually at least twice with your counselor
@ Family meeting with your counselor

@ Develop a long list of schools (approx. 20) to
Investigate further

@ Attend the NACAC National College Fair &
Feb 4-5 at the David L. Lawrence Convention Center

@ Visit schools during spring break and spring term

@ In May, talk with 2 teachers about writing
recommendation letters for you.




THE ROLE OF THE COLLEGE
COUNSELORS -

COLLEGE

HELY 54

7 To help students s
reach their
long-term T

educational goals

%, 10 reduce the stress associated with the
application process

To help students find
colleges




WHAT WE WILL DO:

v, Provide information, support and guidance
with the college investigation, selection, and
application process

¥, Serve as advocates for every student with
the colleges to which they apply

v, Advise students about course selection

v Help students manage time and meet
deadlines




WHAT WE WON’T DO:

v Tell you where you
should go to college or
In what you should
major

v Fill out your applications

v Make any recommendations about specific
for-fee services such as test prep courses,
private college placement, or financial aid
services




WHAT DO COLLEGES CONSIDER
WHEN MAKING ADMISSIONS
DECISIONS?

¥, Grades In college prep courses
v Strength of curriculum

v, Admission test scores (SAT, ACT)
v, Grades In all courses

v Essay or writing sample

¥, Teacher recommendation

» Student 0s demonstr at
¥, Counselor recommendation

v, Class rank, If reported

v Interview

v, Extracurricular activities

According to the NACAC State of College Admission, 2009




STANDARDIZ

ED TESTING

PSAT Awarm upo for SAT
ANational Merit Scholarship
ANot used for admission

SAT ACritical Reading, Math and Writing

AUsed for admission

SAT Subject Tes

t@ I 3 tests required at some schools for
admission

ACT AReading, English, Math and Science
Anriting option (not so optional!)
AJsed for admission

AP ASubject knowledge

AJsed for placement only




SUGGESTED TESTING TIMELINE -
WHAT TO DO, AND WHEN TO DO IT

¥, Sophomore year
A PSAT In October

A SAT Subject Tests doptional; in consultation with
a teacher or college counselor

¥, Junior year
A PSAT in October
A SAT Reasoning in November/December
A ACT In October/December

A Re-take SAT or ACT In the spring, after consulting
with your college counselor

A Three SAT Subject Tests in May or June




SUGGESTED TESTING TIMELINE

(CONT.)

¥, Senior year

A Re-take SAT and ACT Tests fall term, In
consultation with your counselor

A SAT Subject Tests in October/November
A AP Tests in May, as appropriate

— e — - — o ———— — i




SCORE CHOICE AND
THE COLLEGE BOARD

v, Students have the option to choose which test
scores to send to colleges

A For the SAT, students can choose scores from a test
date , not individual sub-scores.

A For the SAT subject tests, students can choose
Individual subject scores.
v, Colleges can choose, however, to require all
scores from an applicant.
AStudents are required to
policy.
v, Our recommendation: Send all scores dcolleges
will continue to view your scores in the best
possible light!




CREATING YOUR LIST:
FACTORS TO CONSIDER

v, Geographic location/distance from home
v, Geographic setting

v, Selectivity

v, Slze

v Type: Public or Private

v Majors

v, Special Programs

v, Cost/availability of financial aid

y, Student organizations

v, Athletics




INVESTIGATING COLLEGES -
INTERNET RESOURCES

v Family Connection
A http://connection.naviance.com/shadyside

v, College Counseling page on the SSA website

v, Fair Test ccolleges with test-optional admission
practices
A www.fairtest.org

v, Colleges That Change Lives
A www.ctcl.com

v, College Board
A www.collegeboard.com

v US News and World Report

A WWW.USNnews.com
v Specific college websites




INVESTIGATING COLLEGES -
PAPER RESOURCES

v, The Fiske Guide

v, Colleges That Change Lives by Loren Pope

v, Harvard Schmarvard by Jay Mathews

wPet er sonds Gaar Cbdkeges 0 F

wBarronos Profil es of

v, RUu g @eca@anmendations on the Colleges

v College recruitment literature




INVESTIGATING COLLEGES -
HUMAN RESOURCES

v College Counselors
v, Parents

v, Friends

¥, Teachers

v, College Admissions Representatives




INVESTIGATING COLLEGES -
VISITING COLLEGES

v, Early visits should
Investigate types of
colleges (size, setting,
campus culture)

Als a small liberal arts

college W_ith a suburban e
campus right for me or a PRATE G 9

MLITARY ACADEMY |7

medium-sized university v w2
INn a city more my style?

¥, Summer and Senior year
visits should be more
about the specific school

A ls RST U right for me? M. ON THE ROAD o ColLeGe




DEMONSTRATING INTEREST:
GETTING THE MOST OUT OF
YOUR VISIT

¥, Schedule appointments
In advance of your visit
so that they will expect
you

v, Take a tour

v, Meet with an admissions
and a financial aid
representative

v, Have lunch 1n the
cafeteria




CREATING YOUR SHORT LIST:
SELECTIVITY

. Reach (2-3): Schools that are extremely
selective or that typically admit students with
higher grades and scores than you have

v, Realistic (3 -4): Schools that admit students
with grades and scores that are about the
same as yours




CREATING YOUR SHORT LIST:
SELECTIVITY (cont,)

v, Safe Targets (2-3): Schools that typically admit
students with grades and scores that may be
lower than yours

“Maybe you should have visited before making us your
safety.”




DECISION PROGRAMS OR
APPLICATION TYPES

v Rolling Decision
A Priority

v Regular

v, Early Action
A Restrictive Early Action

v, Early Decision
A Binding Agreement




WHAT’S NEXT?

v Plan a meeting with your college counselor
A Prior to your first meeting, complete:
Junior Questionnaire
- 0Do What You Ared Survey
> Begin your prospective college list

v GO to the NACAC National College Fair 6Feb 4-5

v Attend the College Exploration program with recent SSA Alumni
on May 18th

v Attend a Senior Workshop in early June.
Monday, June 7, 2009 61:00-2:30 pm
> Tuesday, June 9, 2009 69:00-10:30 am
> Thursday, June 10, 2009 61:00-2:30 pm

»Over the summer é
> Work to pare down your long list of schools to a shorter list
OLet ds Get Starteddé Application W

Look for an invitation to attend the Senior College Program in
September.




Thanks for coming!

Please contact us with any additional questions or comments

Tom Rossi
trossi@hadysideacademy.org
4129683067

Tom Colt

tcolt@shadysideacademy.org
4129683129

Julie Heitzer
jheitzer@shadysideacademy.org
4129683220
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