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Organization on a National Level

üNCAA
üDivisions I, II and III

üNAIA
üNational Association of Intercollegiate Athletics (4-year schools)

üNJCAA
üNational Junior College Athletic Association (2-year schools)



Recruiting

Prospective Student-Athletes (Recruits/Prospects)
ǒDefinition of a prospective, or recruitable, student-athlete is an individual 

that has started classes in the 9th grade (freshman in HS).

ǒòRecruitedò prospective student-athletes are individuals that are contacted 

by college coaches (either by telephone or in-person) and/or are provided 

with a visit to a college campus.



Recruiting

College Coachesõ Recruiting Timeline 

(Mainly Divisions I & II)

Prospective High School Freshman and Sophomore Student-Athletes

ǒDuring your freshman (9th grade) and sophomore (10th grade) years of 
high school, college coaches are only permitted to send you certain 
information through the mail (e.g., questionnaires, camp brochures, 
school admissions info., etc.).

ǒCollege coaches can not initiate telephone calls or electronic 
correspondence (e.g., emails, faxes - -no texting or IMôs ever).

ǒRecruits can initiate telephone calls with coaches and make visits to 
campus at their own expense.



Recruiting

College Coachesõ Recruiting Timeline 

(Mainly Divisions I & II)

Prospective High School Junior and Senior Student-Athletes

ǒBeginning September 1 of your junior year in high school, college 
coaches can send you additional, athletics-related information (e.g., 
personalized recruiting letters, media guides, newspaper clippings, 
emails, faxes, etc.).

ǒStarting July 1 following your junior year of high school, college 
coaches can make telephone calls to recruits once per week (June 15 for 
Division II).

ǒStarting July 1 following your junior year of high school, college 
coaches may make recruiting visits and contacts at your home and school 
(June 15 for Division II).

ǒStarting with the opening day of classes for your senior year of high 
school, a college coach may provide you with an ñofficial visitò to their 
campus.



Recruiting Visits

Official visits(Divisions I, II and III)

ïInstitution finances all or part of the visit.

ïMaximum of 5 visits per prospect.

ïOne visit per school.

ïMaximum 48 hours in length.

ïAcademic requirements for visit:

ÅDivision I:  Test score and transcript.

ÅDivision II:  Test score.



Recruiting Visits

Unofficial Visits (Divisions I, II, and III)

ïProspect pays all expenses.

ïInstitution may provide 3 complimentary admissions to an on-campus 

athletics event.

ïProspect may take an unofficial visit at any time.

ïProspect may take as many unofficial visits as he/she wishes.

ǒPlease note:  Any type of recruiting visits, on- or off-campus, either by the 

college coach or recruit, are not permitted during recruiting ñdead 

periods.ò



Recruiting ðDivision III

Division III recruiting rules
ǒRecruiting materials and correspondence can be sent to a recruit any time.

ǒNo limit on the number of calls or when a college coach may make them.

ǒCollege coaches can have off-campus contacts with recruits and parents 

after prospective student-athletesô junior year of high school.

ǒOfficial and unofficial visit restrictions are the same as Divisions I and II. 



NCAA

Eligibility Center

Issues
(Formerly NCAA Clearinghouse)

Must Complete to Compete!



Who Needs to Register with the 

NCAA Eligibility Center?

A student who plans to attend an NCAA 

Division I or II institution

and

who wishes to participate in 

intercollegiate athletics.



Division I Eligibility Requirements

Qualifier: must graduate and meet both the test score 
and the core course gpa requirements on NCAA 
Division I sliding scale 

If not a Qualifier, then student is a Non-Qualifier. No 
Partial Qualifier.

Qualifier may practice and compete for four years; may 
receive athletics aid in freshman year.

Non-Qualifier is not permitted to practice, compete or 
receive athletics aid in freshman year; may compete for 
only  3 seasons unless SA meets specific academic 
requirements at end of 4th year.



Core-Course Definition

An NCAA core course must meet the following:

1. Recognized academic course which qualifies for high-
school graduation credit in one or a combination of:  
English, math, science, social studies, foreign language, 
nondoctrinal religion, philosophy;

2.  Course must be considered college preparatory for 
entrance into a four-year college;

3.  Mathematics must be at the level of Algebra I or higher;

4.  Course must be taught by a qualified instructor;

5. Course must be at or above regular academic level.

6. Computer Science is eliminated as a core course unless it 
has been approved under the math category.



Core Courses

CURRENT RULE:

14 Core Courses:

Å 4 years of English

Å 2 years of Math (Algebra 1 
or higher)

Å 2 years of natural/physical 
science (1 year of lab if 
offered by High School

Å 1 year of additional English, 
Math, or Natural/Physical 
Science

Å 2 years of social science

Å 3years of additional 
courses (from any area 
above or: foreign language, 
nondoctrinal 
religion/philosophy.)

*no Computer Science

FUTURE RULE: 8/1/08

16 Core Courses:

Å4 years of English

Å3years of Math                                                                       
(Algebra 1 or higher)

Å2 years of 
natural/physical science (1 
year of lab if offered by High 
School

Å1 year of additional 
English, Math, or 
Natural/Physical Science

Å2 years of social science

Å4years of additional 
courses (from any area 
above or: foreign language, 
nondoctrinal 
religion/philosophy.)



16 Core Courses

Effective August 1, 2008.

Will effect HS students in 12th grade in 2007-08.

One additional unit in mathematics.

One additional unit in any core area.



Division II Initial Eligibility 

Requirements

Qualifier: Graduates and earns a minimum of 2.0 gpa in 
14 core courses as designated and 820 SAT. May  
practice, compete and receive athletics aid in freshman 
year.

Partial Qualifier: Graduates and meets either the gpa 
requirement or the test score requirement.  In freshman 
year, may  receive athletics aid and practice only on 
campus, but may not compete. (still has 4 seasons)

Non-qualifier: Any prospect who  is neither a Qualifier 
nor a Partial Qualifier. No practice, competition or 
athletics aid in freshman year; still has 4 seasons. 



Division II Core-Course 

Requirements

Division II has increased the minimum number of 

core courses.

Increase from 13 to 14.

Additional course may be in any area:

ïEnglish, mathematics, natural/physical science, 

social science, nondoctrinal religion, philosophy



Division II Core-Course 

Requirements

3 years of English

2 years of math (at Algebra I or higher)

2 years of science (one must be a lab)

2 years of additional English, math or science

2 years of social studies

3 years of additional core-course units

Effective August  1, 2005, there are 3additional core 
courses required as noted above. Prior to  that date, 
only 2additional core courses were required.



How to Assist Students

Junior year
üTake ACT or SAT test

üReport scores directly to the NCAA Eligibility Center: code 9999

During/After junior year
üRegister on line with the NCAA Eligibility Center.

üCounselor sends six-semester official transcript to the 
Clearinghouse. 

ü If PSA has attended multiple high schools, transcripts from each 
high school must be submitted.

üPSA should request preliminary report and review closely.



How to Assist Students

During the senior year
üContinue to monitor course selection

üCheck preliminary report 

üCheck course titles against NCAA Eligibility Center Approved 
Courses Form for each high school attended.

After the senior year
üCounselor sends final official transcript (with proof of graduation) 

to the NCAA Eligibility Center.



Transcript Accuracy is Vital!!
Once the NCAA Eligibility Center receives a final 

transcript, a revised transcript will not be used.

All transcript changes after graduation must be 

handled through the initial-eligibility waiver 

process.



Changes at the NCAA Eligibility Center

Fee increase effective August 2005:

ïDomestic Students: $50

ïInternational Students: $75

New legislation: NCAA Eligibility Center will only 

accept official test score reports from testing 

agencies

ïCode for NCAA Clearinghouse: 9999

Effective August 1, 2008: 16 core courses!



Amateurism Clearinghouse

All prospective and enrolled student-athletes must meet the 
NCAAôs definition of an amateur in order to participate in 
intercollegiate athletics
ïA student-athlete shall not be eligible for participation in an intercollegiate 

sport if the individual takes or has taken pay, or has accepted the promise 
of pay in any form, for participation in that sport, or if the individual has 
violated any of the other regulations related to amateurism set forth in 
NCAA Bylaw 12.

New component to existing NCAA Eligibility Center will provide 
additional staff certification of amateurism status

Every prospect enrolling at a Division I or II institution for August 
2007 will require certification.

Upon registration, prospect will be asked a series of questionsð
different answers may trigger requests for additional information



Amateurism Clearinghouse

Students may return to the web site as many times as necessary 
to complete/update information

Final certifications of amateur status will occur at the end of the 
studentôs senior year of high school or approximately two to three 
months prior to initial full-time enrollment at an NCAA Division I 
or II institution. 

What can parents do?

ïFamiliarize yourself with the process

ïCall the appropriate resources with specific questions

ïBe sure your child(ren) register early!



Amateurism Clearinghouse

For additional information on the Amateurism 

Clearinghouse go to www.ncaa.org

ïLook for Eligibility and Recruiting

ïLook for Amateurism Certification Clearinghouse

http://www.ncaa.org/


NCAA Eligibility Center Web Site

Go to www.ncaaclearinghouse.net

Select ñGeneral informationò , ñHigh School 

Administratorò or ñProspective Student Athleteò.

High School Administrators can log in to review 

Approved Courses Form for your high school 

(48H Forms), contact the Eligibility Center, or 

submit fee waivers for qualified students.

Prospects can  obtain info and register on line.

http://www.ncaaclearinghouse.net/


Scholarship 

Commitments

National Letter of Intent (NLI)
ǒBinding one-year agreement in writing of financial award, in exchange for 

athletic participation at a collegiate institution (4-year school).

ǒProspect must attend that institution for one year.

ǒInstitution must provide prospect with athletics financial aid in conjunction 

with the NLI.

ǒAthletic aid is for one year only, renewed on a year-to-year basis.

ǒNLI web site:  www.national-letter.org

http://www.national-letter.org/
http://www.national-letter.org/
http://www.national-letter.org/


Scholarship 

Commitments

Verbal Commitment vs. Written Scholarship Offer
ǒA verbal commitment is the acceptance, in principle, by the prospective 

student-athlete to a scholarship offer made by the college coach for 
athletic participation in a particular sport - - this agreement is NON-
BINDING.

ǒWritten acknowledgement, scholarship contract and the National Letter of 
Intent are formal agreements of a commitment to participate in exchange 
for athletics aid.

ǒAthletic scholarships are only valid for one year at a time, and are 
renewable on an annual basis.



Helpful Contact Info.

NCAA Eligibility Center Customer Service

ï877/262-1492

NCAA Eligibility Center 24-Hour Automated Line

ï877/861-3003

NCAA Eligibility Center Fax

ï317/968-5100

NCAA National Office

ï317/917-6222

NCAA Fax

ï317/917-6622

SAT

ï609/771-7600

ïWeb site:  www.collegeboard.com

ACT

ï319/337-1000

ïWeb site:  www.act.org

http://www.collegeboard.com/
http://www.act.org/


Questions?

Rick Christensen

Assistant Director of Compliance

rchristensen@athletics.pitt.edu

(412) 648-8237

mailto:rchristensen@athletics.pitt.edu

