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Answers to popular questions asked during the summer: 
 

Q: Can I submit my applications during the summer? 
A: NO!  DO NOT SUBMIT ANY APPLICATIONS BEFORE RETURNING TO SHADY 

SIDE IN AUGUST, AND ONLY AFTER AN INDIVIDUAL CONVERSATION WITH YOUR 

COLLEGE COUNSELOR. 

 

Q: Some colleges have their own web based application. Should I use these? 

A: For any college which is a Common Application member, please use the Common App. For 

colleges who have their own web-based application, accessed by logging into a college portal, 

please use that method. 

 This is a savings in paper—an environmental issue;  

 It is a savings for colleges admissions offices, as they merge data and information 

electronically;  

 It is more secure than paper mailings of application forms—they can get lost in the mail, 

they can get pulled apart and filed in different parts in a college mailroom. 

 All paperwork from the Shady Side College Office that can be filed electronically will be 

filed electronically 

 

Q: What are “supplements”? 

A: Supplements are additions to a college’s application form—it is a way a college 

“personalizes” an application, going beyond the Common Application. 

 If the college appears in your college list on your Common Application site, you will 

access a particular supplement directly, and then keep it saved in your Common 

Application account. (Colleges will have very specific directions—read directions 

carefully!). But if you remove the college from your Common Application college list, 

you will lose whatever you have entered into your supplement. 

 Some supplements must be completed on a college’s web site, where you are assigned a 

password, and oftentimes these must be completed within a limited time frame. Be sure 

to save your log-in names and passwords for all accounts in a safe place! 

  

Q: Should I enter my test scores on that section of the Common Application? 

A: NO, DO NOT ENTER IN YOUR TEST SCORES ON YOUR APPLICATION. 
 If you might be applying to one college with scores, and another “score optional,” this is 

especially important. 

 You will be required to send OFFICAL SCORE REPORTS from either the College 

Board (SATs) or the ACTs. Do not send any score reports until after you have met with 

your college counselor. 

 

Q: What do I do with my AP scores? 

A. AP scores are not formally reported until after next May, 2016, when you enroll at a college, 

 to receive advanced standing or credit.  

 On an application, you may choose to “self-report” your AP scores, which is 

recommended if you have scores of 3, 4 or 5. But there is no need to spend the money to 

have AP scores sent to all colleges you want to apply to—this is expensive and 



unnecessary—when you have the option of self-reporting.  The Shady Side College 

Office can verify anyone’s AP scores should a college need us to. 

 

Q: When a coach asks for my transcript and test scores, what do I do? 

A: If you are having dialogue with any coaches, and they are requesting your academic 

information:  

 Shady Side DOES NOT rank, so just put N/A.   

 Your cumulative average—which is on the Naviance site, is the GPA you give to a 

coach. 

 If you need test scores or a transcript faxed to a coach, just email your college counselor 

and we will get it out promptly. Be sure to include the Coach’s Name, Sport, College, 

Phone and Fax Number. 

 If you have contact with a coach at a score optional college, your scores will become a 

part of your academic record at the Admissions Office, since coaches require it. The 

Admissions staffers will do their best to ignore your scores if you still want score 

optional, but please recognize that the scores may still be seen by Admissions. 

 

Q: How can I know if my essay draft is any good? 

A: It is OK to get some help from your family or friends, but it should be written by you and 

sound like you. Feel free to send a draft to your college counselor for feedback! 

 

Q: Should I do interviews at the colleges I visit this summer? 

A: The College Counseling Office recommends that you only do interviews—if offered—at 

colleges your are 100% sure that you will apply to. Please review the suggestions we provided at 

our June group sessions. 

 

It is our hope that you have a start on your Common Application when you return to 

Shady Side in August; and that you have essay drafts, including some supplemental essay 

drafts completed, as well. However, please keep in mind that even after returning to SSA, 

your college list may change (and probably will), after conversations with your college 

counselor. 

 

 


